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N a country where every gen- 
1 tleman is a ſoldier, and every. 
foldier a fudent. in the art of war, 
it neceflarily follows that military 

treatiſes will be conſiderably ſought 
after, and attended to. Arms are 
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che ae of commerce; 4 and 
4 nation robbed: of. the one, and 
invaded by the other, become ſol- 
diers from neceſſity. Him who | 
made us, made us free, and it is 
our duty to preſecy erve the coinage | 
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the Comments] is e ung in 

. the ſtudy and Practice of arms, and 
as the works of unſpillful military 
. - authors; tend only to obfeure/ what 
they mean to explain, and in many 
inſtances to miſinſtruct, it appears 
highly proper that a treatife of this 


ſhould be ſubmitted to the 
t of. thoſe,” on whoſe: emi- 
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| the Pub Ic can fafely r : ely. It is 
n from! this motive / that the 
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Publiſher ch acct 45>. 
- pompous ſtile of modern dedica- 
tion) has preſumed to introduce this 


Work under the hoped for ſancti- 


on of your Honour's approbation. oo: 


Poſſeſſed of the united characters 


of the Soldier and the Gentleman, 8 


your opinion. of its worth, will fix 
its degree of reputation: And while 
its defects, if it has any, are en- 
--titled- to your diſapprobation, its 


merits have ſome pretenſion t 7 
your favour, becauſe. it appears be 5 : 


fore you for judgment previous to 
patrona ge — The high and diſtin- 
Suiſhed rank you hold in the mi- 
Utary profeſſion gives conſiſtency 
to this appeal, and the evils which 
might ariſe from injudicious mili- 
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DEDICATION. 
tary publications; render ſome ſuch 
an appeal neceſſary. 


HavinG thus briefly informed 
your Honour of the reaſons of this 
Addreſs, the Publiſher has only, 
in the plain and artleſs ſtile of a 

_ well-meaning citizen, to add. his 
wiſhes and prayers, for your hap- 
pineſs and proſperity, public and 
domeſtic—for' the ſafety and ſuc- 
ceſs of the brave Americans you 
command, till the arrival of that- 


joyful day, when peace or conqueſt 


4 ſhall honourably terminate the dif 
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HOUGH we ; have cumberlef trea· 

tiſes on military ſubjects, it has al- 
ways been regretted that none of the au- 
thors have deſcended lower than to in- 
ſtruct generals in the operations of ar- 
mies, excepting thoſe wha -cenfine them- 
ſelves to the duties of the parade and 
garriſon, ſo that inferior officers. have 
had no ſource from whence they could 
derive any inſtruction or information on 
the duties of their ſphere in the field, e- 
ven though they may have ranſacked all 
the military writers from Vegetius to our 
books of diſcipline. The inſtructions on 


the ſublime parts of war are perfect, none 


however but general officers have occa- 
fion to confult them for any purpoſe but 
ſpeculation, while the art of carrying on 
the Petite Guerre and fortifying the leſ- 
ſer poſts in the field, which is the buſi- 
fineſs of every rank, has remained un- 
Heeded, as if unworthy the notice of mi- 

A * litary 


Y : PREFACE 


litary writers, till Monſieur Le Cointe, 
and Mr. De Jeney, publiſhed their trea- 
tiſes during the courſe of laſt war. 

From theſe works, compared with the 
opinions and obſervations of particular 
friends, I have collected ſuch informa- 
tion in the following eſſay, as, I hope, 
may be of ſervice to my brother-officers 
who are ſolicitous of improvement on 
that head. 

Every one knows of what importance 
even the ſmalleſt detachments are to an 
army, and muſt be ſenſible that if they 
happen to be commanded by officers who 
are ignorant of their duty, they can nei- 
ther expect to procure advantage to the 
army, nor honour to themſelves: but as 
it is only on occaſion of being employed 
in commanding {mall detachments, that 
the inferior officers can hope to ſignalize 
themſelves z the knowledge of this parti- 
cular. branch, is an object the moſt wor- 
thy of their ſtudy and regard. Nor can 
an officer who would diſtinguiſh himſelf 
as an alert partiſan, be too minutely ac- 
quainted with a ſubject of as much im- 
portance to him, as he is important to 

c the 
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the army with whom he ſerves; eſpecially 
ſince thepreſent method of forming ſtrong 
.corps under partiſans has prevailed. 

The duties of the field and garriſon 
have ſo little reſemblance that they may 
be reckoned diſtin profeſſions. We have 
authors to inſtruct us in the minuteſt 
points of garriſon duty; but none to 
teach the ſubaltern officers their particu- 
lar duties in the field; and I believe they 
would, in general, be greatly embarraſ- 
fed if ſent with detachments of thirty or 
fifty men, with orders to intrench, or oc- 

ceupy a poſt. | 

Even Monſieur Clairac, who writes ex- 
preſsly on the ſubject of poſts in the field, | 
confines himſelf to the great works which 4 
are conſtructed. for the intrenching of ar- 
mies, lines of communication, &c, which 
can be of little aſliſtance to the ſubaltern 
officer who wants to intrench his detach- 
ment: and yet the ſcience of poſts is one. 
of the principal objects for a general to. 
attend to, for upon that in a very great 
meaſure depends the ſecurity of the ar- 
my, either in camp or on a march. 

If to the ſcience of poſts be added the- 

© A & manoeuvres 
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manoeuvres of the partiſan in feoret: 
marches; occupying, defending, or at- 
tacking poſts; reconnoitring countries, 
or the enemy; placing of ambuſcades z. 
purſuits. or retreats, &c. the whole me 
thod of carrying on the Petite Guerre will 
be known; and chis it is the intention of 
the following eſſay to explain. 

Thoſe officers. who were employed laſt | 
war in the field againſt an enemy ac- 
quainted with the art of war, will fee a. 
detail with which their daily duties made- 
them familiar; the reſt of the army will 
be enabled to compare their ſervices, with 
the contending againſt ſkilful regulars in 
the field; and they, wha have feen no ſer / 
vice, will be inſtructed in the dutics that 
their profeſſion expoſes them to, when a 
new war calls on them. 

Perhaps it may be pardonable to ſug- 
geſt, that the gentlemen of the Militia 
may ſome time or other derive ſome uſe- 
ful inſtruction from the following trea- 
tiſe. That they may long remain un- 
practiſed in war is my fervent with, but 
as we cannot foreſee the events of future 
wars, it may be no misfortune to have 
advice 
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advice, how to improve the advantage 
which their knowledge of the country; 
gives them, if they ſhould at any time: 
have occaſion. to ſtep. forth in defence. 
of their property, and all they hold. 
dear. 

When every ſchool is called an aca- 
demy, and young gentlemen are promi- 
ſed an education for the army, we are 
ſorry to ſee them come to regiments 
without any inſtruction that relates par- 
ticularly to the profeſſion, except per- 
haps the theory of geometry and forti- 
fication. The different branches of the 
mathematics taught in theſe academies 
are certainly very uſeful, but are they 
ſufficient to give any idea of war? When 
the pupils leave theſe academies, have 
they brought with them any notion of 
pitching a tent; fixing a camp; mount 
ing a guard; going the night-patroles: 
between two armies; conſtructing a re- 


doubt; defending an intrenchment, or 


attacking a poſt? We cannot think it 
is poſſible, reaſonings and drawin gs will: 

„ | 
The art of war is much the 3 as 
FI Our: 
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our maſters the Romans taught it, only 
that gun- powder has ſupplanted the ſlow- 
er operations of the balifta and catapulta. 
The Campus Martius was their military. 
academy where they learned the art of 
war by practice, under the eyes of expe- 
rienced officers ;- and were the pupils of 
our academies: ſhewn the manoeuvres 
that happen moſt frequently in a cam- 
paign, which every military man ought 
to know; they would not leave the aca- 
demies like ſimple ſeholars, but formed: 
foldiers; capable of ſervice z conducting. 
parties; intrenching pofts, and oppoſing 
the enemy; and a ſmall ſpot of ground: 
would: be fufficienr to ſhew the different 
operations that render the foundation of 
the ſcience familiar to the pupils. 

In this country we have not been the 
firſt to copy the great maſters in the art 
of war, nay we are indebted to our neigh- 
bours for the very terms of the art, for 
which reaſon an explanation of any of 
the terms made uſe of in the following 
eſſay, which our Engliſh dictionaries have 

not adopted, will be given in the courſe 
of it. 5 
A greater 
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A greater number of well authenti- 
cated facts might have been collected and 
introduced to illuſtrate the particular 
fuhjects, but this would have been incon- 
fiſtent with the particular defſign of a 
work intended to compriſe every neceſ- 
fary inſtruction within the compaſs of a 
pocket volume, to be conſulted. on any 
emergency. | 
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Of the prattical Geometry neceſſary for an 
Offer. 


S the ſmalleſt detachments of an ar- 
A my may have occaſion in the courſe 
of their ſervice to conſtruct ſome works 
of defence, it is the duty of every offi- 
eer to acquire ſuch a knowledge of geo- 
metry as will enable him to direct the 
execution of them; and as many officers 
may have neglected that branch of edu- 
cation before their coming to the army, 
it may be neceflary and: agreeable to them 
to be informed of the method of execut- 
ing them with eaſe and preciſion, when. 
they * not have either inclination. or 
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opportunity to ſtudy; and therefore we: 
imagine it will be proper to begin this 
eſſay with ſome inſtructions in the prac- 
tical geometry neceſſary for officers. 
Geometry, which is the moſt agree- 
able part of the mathematics, is the ſci- 
ence of meaſuring, and the knowledge of 
it in all its parts is indifpenſably neceſſa- 
ry to engineers; but to the officers of the 
army, who never have occaſion to direct 
the conſtruction of large fortifications, 
the geometry neceflary for them to know, 
may be reduced to a ſmall compaſs. _ 
The works in the field, which they- 
may cauſe to he made, are ſo ſimple, that 
they have only to mark out ſtraight lines, 
horizontals, parallels, perpendiculars, and. 
curves, knowing the relation they bear 
to one another for the execution. But 
as the drawing of theſe figures with rules. 
and compaſſes upon paper, is very diffe- 
rent from tracing them out upon the: 
ground, we ſhall ſhow how that is. prac-. 
tiſed, ſo as not only to ſatisfy the ſcholar- 
who has been taught the theory of geo- 
metry, but ſerve likewiſe to guide the 


officer, * is unacquainted with the 
ſubject, 
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ſubject, in marking out the intrench- 
ments, with which he may fortify poſts 
that are entruſted to him. 

The inſtruments neceſſary for .engi- 
neers might be deſcribed, and their uſes 
ſhewn, and likewiſe what officers may 
Jubſtitute in place of thoſe that are not 
portable; but that the memories and per- 
ſons of officers on ſervice, may be encum- 
bered as little as poſſible, a piece of whip- 
cord twenty yards long, may be made 
to anſwer every purpoſe that an officer 
on detachment has occaſion for. At one 
end it ſhould have a loop large enough 
to paſs over the head of a tent-pin or 
picket, and at every ſix fect (which is a 
toiſe) it ſhould be marked with a knot 
tied hard. 

This is ſufficient for tracing out in- 
trenchments, but the detachment muſt 
have ſpades, pick-axes, hatchets, and 
wood- bills for removing earth and cut- 
ting wood; and no party however ſmall 
ſhould march to a poſt without one or 
two of each kind. We come now to the 
manner of tracing. 


'To 
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_ To trace a right line from A 
te I „ 
Fig. 1. to B, plant a picket at the point 
A, and paſs the loop of the cord 
Over it, and ſtretch it tight to B, with a 
ſecond picket; this done, draw a line a- 
long the ground with the point of a third 
picket, touching the cord lightly all along. 
Fig. 2. To raiſe a perpendicular line at 
the point C of the line DE, plant 
a picket at the point C as centre, putting 
the loop of the cord over it, then with 
the point of another picket tied to the 
cord at a toiſe diſtance, deſcribe the ſe- 
micircle FG; then from the points F 
and G, where pickets ſhould be planted, 
trace at the diſtance of two or three toi- 
ſes, the arches H and I; then put the 
loop again over the picket C, which 
ſtretch tightly towards L, in paſling 
through the ſection of the arches H and 
I, and trace the line CL, which will be 
perpendicular to the line DE. 
Fig. 3- If the perpendicular M is to 
be raiſed at one of the extremities 
of the line NO, you muſt continue the 
line to P, and trace the ſemicircle QB, 


fKniſhing as above. 
But 
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But if the point 8, from whence rig. 
you would let fall a perpendicular 
line, is out of the line , you mult plant 
a picket at the poi ind paſſing over 

the loop of the cord, draw the portion 
of the circle XY ; then from the points 
XR and Y, where len are planted, trace 
with the cord at one length the arches at 
Z, and paſling a line from where they 
cut at Z to the given point 8, it will be 
| e to the line TV. 

This is the manner of tracing 
a perpendicular with preciſion. 
however, as the operation is a little com- 
plex, and you may not always have time 
to do it, it will be ſufficient to attend to 
the cord being ſtretched from a to b, to 
trace it by making two right angles 
with the line cd, by the gets of 82 
5 
To trace two parallel lines, you 
muſt, after having deſcribed the 
firſt line eh, meaſure the diſtance at which 
you would trace the parallel, which ſup- 
poſe at g. Place a picket at the point g, 
as centre, and deſcribe the indefinite arch 
ht; then from the point , as Centre, de- 


Fig. 5. | 


Fig. 6. 
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Tcribe the arch eg ; then take upon the 


firſt arch the part hi, equal to eg, and 
draw the line gi, which will be patallel 


But as the works which + have 


occaſion to raiſe are but of little extent, 


and they may neglect ſuch preciſion, the 
Operation may be abridged by meaſuring 


with the cord at the two ends of the line 


eh, two equal diſtances, eg and hi, as per- 
pendicular as poſſible by the gueſs of the 
eye, and from the marked plies trace 
the line gi, which will be parallel to the 
line eh. 

We ſhall give the manner of tracing 


a triangle, a perfect ſquare, and a circle, 
when we come to tell how to trace re- 


doubts; but we ſhall not mention any 
figures which are uſed only in the con. 
ſtruction of great works. 

As the operations by which they trace 
right lines, perpendiculars, parallels and 


angles, are what moſtly occur in field- 


fortifications, the young officers would 
do well to practiſe them often. The ſtay 


hey ſometimes make in camp: their lei- 


Aure hours during peace and in garriſon, 
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may be employed in theſe amuſements, 
at which the: ſoldiers will chearfully aſ- 
fiſt for a ſmall recompence, which will 
have the additional advantage of mak 
ing the men expert, when they come. 
upon. ſervice. 
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CHAP. I 


of the di ferent Works with which Pofts 
: may be fortified. 


T may appear, that we onighs not to 

give the method of intrenching poſts, 
till we have ſpoken of the detachments 
to be ſent there, and who are almoſt al- 
ways charged with this work: but the 
tracing the geometrical figures having 
led to that of intrenchments, it was 
thought that this would be the moo 
eſt place, 

Poſts are generally fuch places : as bo- 
dies of troops can fix in when detached 
from the army; to cover and ſecure the 
frontiers, and upon the vigilance and 
reſiſtance of the parties that are detach- 
ed there, depends the ſafety of the army. 

Whatever the abilities of a general may 
be, it is ſcarce poſſible that he can have 
an eye to every detail that contributes 
to their defence; it is ſufficient if he 
knows that the guards are properly 
9 855 and the line that they make pro- 


perly 
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perly eſtabliſhed. It is then the buſineſs. 
of the particular officers who command 
them, to make the beſt diſpoſition for 
a vigorous defence, and anſwering the 
views of the general. | 

An officer who is detached to a poſt 

is either to relieve a party, or take poſ- 
ſeſſion for the time. In the firſt caſe, 
if the guard which he relieves happens. 
to be intrenched, as ſoon as he arrives 
at the poſt and has taken his. inſtructions 
from the officer who commands, he 
ſhould prepare himſelf for his defence, 
as ſhall be mentioned in that article. In 
the ſecond, if an officer who is detached, | 
is to intrench himſelf, he muſt. examine. 
if the place is adyantageous. for the exe- 
cution af his projects, the defence of his. 

people, and the ſecuring a retreat. 

He muſt canſult 1 whether the fitu=. 
ation be convenient for ſending parties. 

to diſcover the enemy; whether to give 
intelligence of their. ſituation and. N a 
or to diſturb and ſurpriſe them. 2d, If 
it has ſome natural defence on its yp ba 
or flanks, ſuch as a river, rivulet, moraſs 
ar. mall wood that can be eaſily penetra=-- 
l — "86d. 
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ted. 3d, If he can preſerve his commu- 
nication with the army, and if there are 
ſome covered places to favour his retreat. 
| 4th, If he can diſcover all the approaches, 
becauſe if the enemy can come within a 
ſmall diſtance of the poſt without being 
ſeen, he will place himſelf under cover 
there, and reſt while the beſieged are ob- 
| liged to remain continually under arms, 
and will watch the moment for making 
an attack. If then he finds hollow roads, 
clumps of wood, or any place where the 
enemy can ſecure himſelf in the neigh- 
bourhood of his poſt, he muſt fill them 
up, or guard them with detachments of 
fix or ſeven men. th, He muſt take 
care not to be commanded by any neigh- 
bouring heights, or to prevent the ene- 
my from profiting by that advantage, be- 
cauſe if they can take his ſoldiers in the 
rear, it will be impoſſible for them to de- 
fend themſelves. You will fee afterwards: 
how to ward off this inconvenience, when 
you cannot prevent being expoſed to 
theſe heights. 6th, The extent of the 
work muſt be proportioned to the num- 
ber of men that are to defend it. Good 
Ss | ſenſe © 
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ſenſe and numberleſs examples, prove, 
that too large intrenchments (fuch as are 
commonly conſtructed) can only be de- 
fended by confiderable bodies. Exceſſes 
of this kind are extremely reprehenſible, 
and it were much more eligible to give 
in to the oppoſite, by making them ſmal- 
ter. 9th, He ſhould take care to have all 
the parts of his intrenchment nearly of 
an equal ſtrength, ſo as to be able to 
make an equal reſiſtance every where; 
and laſtly, he will take care to fulfill ex- 
actly the intention of the general! in poſt- 
ing a guard in that place. 
There are ſome places ſo advantage- 
ouſly poſted by nature, that though they 
are not fortified, they may in a fhort time 
and with little charge be made fo ſtrong, 
that it will require as much art to be- 
ſiege them as many others that are per- 
fect fortifications; ſuch as iſlands, pe- 
ninſulas, and places ſeated on eminencies 
of difficult accefs, or in moraſſes. 5 
If the poſt is in a level country, or 
upon a height that may be ſurrounded, 
as happens almoſt always to ſmall detach- 
ments, they ſhould conſtruct a redoubt 
or 
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or ſmall ſquare fort, compoſed of a pa- 
rapet with its banquette and ditch. _ 

The ground being choſen,” you muſt 
trace a ſtraight line AE, [Plate II.] and. 
raiſe the perpendicylar BC, as directed. 
in the practical geometry, obſerving ta. 
give to each. of. theſe lines, which mark 
the interior. ide of the parapet but two 
toiſes or two. and. a half for thirty men; 
four toiſes for fifty, and eight for an hun- 
dred, which will leave a ſpace of two 
feet at leaſt. * the parapet for each 
man. 

Having 8 the two ürſt 8 A, 
B, you muſt: put the cord. over the pic- 
ket C of the perpendicular B, and with 
the ſame length trace the arch D, then. 
put the cord over the picket E of the 
line A, and trace the arch F. The point 
where the arches interſect each other, 
is the point to end the lines EH and CG. 
Theſe four lines mark the interior r fide 
of the parapet. 

Then trace four viher: lines. at che 
diſtance of two or three feet parallel to 
the firſt, as I, L, M, N, to mark the ſize 
af the banquette, which ſhould be great- 
; : : Ee. 
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er or leſs, according to the number of 
ſoldiers you would place in a file. Then 
trace a third parallel ſquare on the out- 
fide of the firſt, as O, P, Q, R, to mark 
the exterior ſide of the parapet, and to 
determine its thickneſs, which is uſually 
eight or nine feet, or eighteen if it is to 
reſiſt cannon, which you thould de 
be prepared to do. 

Then trace a fourth and laſt 8 ST 
VX, to determine the width of the ditch, 
which is the ſame or two feet more than 
the thickneſs of the parapet, leaving a 
picket planted at all the angles, as like- 
wiſe at the lines already traced, fo as not 
to loſe the points from whence the lines 
were drawn. 

While you are tee with two or 
three men in tracing, five or ſix men 
ſhould be ordered to cut down the trees 
that are in the neighbourhood af the poſt, 
not only to open the approaches, but to 
ſerve for conſtructing the intrenchments. 
The ſmalleſt branches ſerve to make fa. 
ſcines, which are a ſort of faggots about 
fix feet Tong, two feet thick, and of the 
_ fame ſize all over, tied in the middle and 
| d 


. 
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* 


as. the two ends, to ſerve for fappartiog 
the earth, which would. tumble down 
without that ſupport, The middling 
branches ſerve. to make pickets proper 
for mixing with the faſcines, and. fixing 


them in the ground, or one above ano- 


ther to raiſe the parapet. The trunks to 
which the large branches are left, ſerve 
to increaſe the ſtrength of a. poſt, as ſhall 


be mentioned afterwards; 


Having traced all in the . 
rected, fix a. row of faſcines upon the 
ſmall ſquare LILMN, to ſupport the earth. 
of the banquette; then fix a ſecond row 
upon the ſquare ABGH, to ſupport the 
interior ſide of the parapet; then a third 


row on the third ſquare OPQR, to ſup- 


port the exterior ſide of the parapet. 
You ſhould obſerve in beginning to pic 


ket the faſcines, to leave a paſſage of 
three feet PB, on the ſide leaſt expoſed to 
the enemy, to ſerve for an entry to the 


redoubt, but if this paſſage can be taken 
in a ſtraight line, it ſhould be made like 


a mortiſe, as you ſee at L. 


After having picketed the three rows. 
of RI. as n you muſt dig the 
ditch, 


©, 
/ 
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ditch AB, as in the profile of Plate II, 
a foot diſtant from the exterior ſide of 
the parapet. This diſtance or breadth is 
called · berme, and ſerves to ſupport the 
earth, or receive what falls from the pa- 
rapot by the enemy's cannon. This berme 
is more or leſs according to the ſolidity 
of the earth; the earth to be thrown in- 
into the intervals C, D, E, marked for 
the parapet and banquette, taking care 
to make the men tread it well down, 
and obſerving to leave a ?alus or ſlope on 
the two ſides of the ditch FG more or 
leſs, according to the confiſtence of the 
earth, ſo that it may not tumble down. 

The flope F, which is on the fide of the 
redoubt, is called, the ſcarp, and the op- 
poſite ſlope which is next the country, is 
called, the counterſcarp. Care muſt be 
taken in picketing the faſcines with 
which the parapet is raiſed, to bring 
them nearer one another by degrees in 
raiſing it as at H, ſo as to leave the ſame | 
Nope on each fide. The diſtance DE 
mark the banquette; the diſtance DC 
the thickneſs of the parapet at the bot- 
ann the diſtance IL the thickneſs of the 


e 


16 MIL ITAAr InsTRUCTIONS 


parapet at the top; MN the width of the 0 
ditch at bottom; AB the Ge of the 
ditch at top. | 

If the ground i is level, Pl banquette 
of this work muſt be raiſed two feet, but 
in low places two banquettes are neceſ- 
ſary, the one above the other like ſteps 
but if this banquette is raiſed on account 
of ſome neighbouring heights from 

whence you may be taken in the rear, 

the parapet muſt be raiſed to ſuch a 
height that the enemy's ſhot can no 
longer plunge down upon you. A ſlope 
muſt be left on the top of the parapet, 
as IL, ſo that the ſoldiers may ſee round 
the poſt, and fire eaſily towards the 
country at O. 2 
Though the ſquare. Canin of a dene 
which we have given the method of con- 
ſtructing, is almoſt the only one uſed in 
the field, yet it has its faults, which ought 
to make it be rejected, at leaſt for theſe 
poſts which ought to defend the envi- 
rons equally. Experience ſhews us that 
we ought never to depend on the oblique 
Kring of muſquetry, as the ſoldiers al- 
moſt always fre * forward as at a A, 
| [Plate 
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[Plate III. 88 1. and often even with- 
out taking aim. This being the caſe, there 
are large ſpaces oppoſite to the angles of 
the redoubt at B that are not defended, 
and where we may ſay that the enemy re- _ 
mains in ſafety. The Chevalier Clairac 
propoſes an excellent method to prevent 
this inconvenience, by conſtructing the 
interior edge of the parapet, like the edge 
of a ſaw in form of ſmall redans to hold 
a mag or two in each fide, [Plate IV.] 
which by the croſs fire takes the enemy 
on the two flanks, ſo that there are no 
approaches but what are defended ; but 
the conſtruction of this redoubt is. too 
tedious and complex to be executed -by 
{ſmall detachments. | 
The ſame author prefers conſtructing 
circular redoubts as at C, LPlate III. fig. 2. 
becauſe all the points of the circumfe- 
rence being equally diſpoſed, the ſoldier 
poſts himſelf indifferently over all, and 
the exterior ſpaces D which are defend- 
ed, varying every moment, the enemy is 
no where in ſafety. 5 # 

The circular redoubt then is the moſt 
2 can be conſtructed, but where 

C au road 
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1 or the edge of a river is to be de- 
fended, the ſquare, or long, or triangu- 
lar redoubt is preferable, becauſe they 
ought to oppole the faces of the intrench- 


ment as parallel as poſſible to the places 


they are to fire at, obſerving always to 


round the ängles. 

To trace a circular redoubt, after fix- 
ing the central point of the poſt, let a 
picket be fixed in that point, and draw 
from it as centre, the circle EE, ith a 
length of cord in proportion to the num- 
ber of the party , to mark the interior 
ſide of the parapet; then trace another 
within the firſt, at the diſtance already 
given, to mark the banquette, then trace 
a third FF, to mark the exterior edge 
of the parapet, then trace a fourth GG, 
to mark the width of the ditch, which 
being done, picket the faſcines, and make 
them take the bend of the circle, finiſh- 
ing as in a ſquare redoubt. | 

* If there are thirty men, a toiſe and a half 
of the cord, if fifty men, two toiſes; if for a 


hundred, double the proportions, unleſs you 
would place the men two or three deep. 


CY 
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3 If an officer i is poſted with a detach- 
ment on a paſſage or before a bridge, in 
a defile, or oppoſite to a ford, he may 
make a parapet either bending or ſtraight, 
with a banquette or ditch which ſhould 
ſhut up the whole entry; or he may 
make a redan, which is a work with two 
faces, and in ſuch a ſituation ſhould: be 
made with a re-entrant angle, (that is, 
the angle pointing from the enemy,) ta- 
king care when he is to guard a ford, to 
conſtruct it ſo near the river that the 
enemy cannot have room to form after 
they have paſſed. A deep ditch may be 
dug oppoſite to the ford, into which they 
ſhould let the water of the river paſs; 
they may likewiſe make the banks ſteep; 
throw trees acroſs, and ſcatter chaufſe- 
traps, which are inſtruments of iron with 
four ſpikes made ſa as to have always 
ane point erect. | 
The ftrength of a redoubt or any o- 
ther work may be augmented by block-- 
ing up the paſſages that lead to it; in a 
mountainous country, by cutting large: 
ditches. perpendicularly down, acroſs the 
* 3 by placing carts above one ano 
| C 2 ther 
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ther in the defiles with ſome ſoldiers. be- 
hind them, and 'by throwing wherever 
it is neceffary large branches of trees 
half buried in the ground; taking care 
not to break the way by which you muſt 
retire, ſo as to prevent your making a 
retreat; but on the contrary to leave an 
eaſy paſſage made in form of a draw- 
bridge, or any other way defended: by 
' ſeven or eight ſoldiers. _ | 
If detached into a level country, very 
ES deep ditches ſhould be dug in the ave- 
| nues and approaches of the poſt ;- 
deep pits covered over with ſmall 3 
es and a little earth over them; taking 
care to ſcatter the earth that is dug out all 
round, ſo that the enemy may not be 
able to diſcover whereabout they are ; 
and chauſſe- traps may likewiſe be ſcat- 
tered in the avenues and on the glacis. 
Laſtly, they may plant piekets all round 
the poſt, near to one another inclining a 
little outwards; fix feet out of the ground, 
and the points made ſharp after being 
drove. 
But the moſt focuuklable abſtacte; Jak 
which is. preferred by Monſieur Folard, 
* | . 18 
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is to ſhut up the defiles, to block up the 
roads, ſurrounding the poſt with felled 
trees, and ſinking their trunks three or 
four feet deep in the earth, which muſt 
be dug on purpoſe, leaving a number of 
large branches on them, which muſt be 
ſharpened at the ends, and the leaves. 
taken away, and placed as near to one 
another as poſſible, ſo that the branches 
may mix, and taking care that they in- 
cline towards the enemy. Two or three 
rows may be made in this manner, but 
they ſhould: be at leaſt two toiſes diſtant: 
from each other, that the enemy may 
not burn them all at once, to approach. 
the intrenchments. Marſhal Saxe in his 
Reveries ſays, that redoubts are propor- 
tionably advantageous as they take leſs: 
time in conſtructing, and are proper for 
numberleſs. circumſtances, where one- 
often may ſerve to ſtop an army in a 
eloſe country; hinder them from trou- 
bling you om a eritical march, or to oc=- 
eupy a large ſpace of country when 8 
| have but few troops. 

Intrenchments are ſometimes made 
with felled. trees alone, when there is ne: 
WT” ---- defigng, 
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deſign, or time i is wanting to raiſe an in- 
trenchment of earth. The trunks ſhould 
be placed towards you, and very cloſe: 
upon one another, with the branches 
ſharpened and pointing to the enemy. 
This makes a very formidable parapet 
when rounded, ſo as to prevent the ene- 
my getting fight of your people. There 
is no need. to mention large works, which 
require engineers to conſtruct, and great 
bodies to defend them; but a redoubt, 
uch as A, [Plate V.] may be ſtrength- 
ened by filling the ditch with water, by 
turning a rivulet, or cutting a river or 
pond. If the ground is uneven, ſo that 
the water cannot be put equally in all 
parts of the ditch, dams ſhould be left 
in digging at C; or little traverſes of 
earth to f banks proper for keep- 
ing the water in the upper part of the 
ditch D, from whence it may be let run 

into the lower E. 'Theſe banks ſhould 
have but half a foot in thickneſs at the 
height D, which ſhould be raiſed ſharp, 
but a good deal more muſt be left below 
at E, by ſloping the two fides pretty 

much. Dams likewiſe are made of planks 
| : | Or 
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or boards, as at F; but they muſt be 
ſtrong, and ſupported by large ftakes, 
| fo that the body of water above may 
not overturn them, and then they are 
reckoned preferable to thofe that are of 
earth. 
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CHAP 


The manner of fortifying Churches, Mills,, | 
| and other detached Buildings. 


T is not only with the works men- 

tioned in the preceding chapter that 
an officer may fortify a poſt, but there 
are likewiſe an infinity of ways to ſtop- 
an enemy, to tire him, and even to re- 
pulſe him, which it is neceflary that he 
ſhould: not be ignorant of. 

All the ſchemes for oppoſing the ene 
my, of which we have given a detail, 
ſerve only to add to the exterior ſtrength: 
of poſts; there are others which have ſome- 
natural fortifications, ſuch as churches, 


church- yards, mills, or farm-houſes, &c. 


An officer who is ſent to a poſt of this: 
kind, which is detached: from other 
buildings, ought to obſerve before he 
begins to work, to make the inhabitants. 
go out, and the magiſtrate of the near- 
eſt place to-receive and.lodge them. You: 
ſhould then intrench the houſe with a 
turning parapet, * vou have people e 
- nough 
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nough to defend it; but if you have on- 
Iy a few, you ſhould make a breaſt- work 
of felled trees round the houſe, eſpecial- 
ly oppoſite to the angles, to prevent the 
enemy from undermining it. You muſt 
likewiſe take off the tiles. and ſlates, left 
the enemy get up by ladders, and cruſh 
your people that are within. If the houſe 
is covered with thatch, it ſhould be pul- 
led off and burnt, as well asevery thing 
combuſtible that can be found in the 
neighbourhood: leſt the enemy make 
- uſe of it againſt the houſe. 

Though the houſe is ſurrounded with 
a parapet of felled trees, you thould not 
fail to pierce the walls with loop: holes, 
about a foot from the ground, ſo as to 
diſcover the enemies legs, that they may 
not get footing on the outſide. Theſe 
loop holes ſhould be four inches wide, 
and three feet diſtant from one another ; 
and a little-ditch ſhould be made a foot 
and a half from the wall within the 
houſe, to place the ſoldiers in who are 
to defend it. Other loop-holes ſhould 
likewiſe be pierced feven or eight feet 


from the n oppolite to the inter- 
3 


— 
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ſtices of the lower ones, and of the-ſame 
width, placing the ſoldiers that are to de- 
fend them upon tables, planks, or lad- 
ders; and taking care to pierce a greater 
number oppoſite to the avenues, before, 
and at the ſides of the gate, and the an- 
gles of the houſe, becauſe theſe are the 
places where the enemy uſually makes 
his greateſt efforts. If the houſe has an 
inner court, the walls ſhould be pierced 
which incloſe it, ſo as to fire upon the 
enemy after he has made himfelf maſter 
of it. | | 
If there are ſeveral Autos, they ſhould 
all be blocked up except one to be left for 
an entrance to the poſt, which ſhould be 
made ſo as to n but one man at a 
time. | | | 

If there are-low a which are 
not grated, they ſhould be ſhut up with 
dung, planks, ſtones, earth or trees. If 
there are any out-houſes, ſuch as ſtables, 
cellars, &c. ſeveral trees ſhould be bu- 
ried up to the branches before them, to. 
prevent the enemy from forming, if they 
are about to penetrate into the . houſe ;. 
and one or two trees ſhould be put three 
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or four feet within the entry, to prevent 
the enemy from er ating right for- 
ward. Tea 

If there is a broad ſtaireaſe for going 
up to the firſt floor, it ſhould be broke 
down, or blocked up with ſtones or caſks 
filled with earth. If it is a winding ſtair, 
the wall ſhould be pierced in different 
places with loop holes, to fire upon the 
enemy that are already entered, keeping 
ladders for yourſelves to get up to the 
firſt floor, which ſhould have the boards 
pierced with a number of holes about 
four inches diameter, to fire down upon 
the enemy, obſerving to pierce them on- 
ly where there are no trees below, but 
to have a greater number over the door, 
and other weak places which the enemy 
can force. 

Loop-holes ſhould be pierced breaſt- 
high in the wall of the firſt floor, with 
about ten inches opening, and oppoſite 
to the interſtices of thoſe immediately 
below. If there are not people enough 
to defend the windows of the firſt floor, 
they ſhould be barricadoed, to prevent 
the enemy from firing upon thoſe with- 

in; 
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in; and a large opening ſhould be made 
in the pavement oppoſite to each win- 
dow a little longer than the- width of the 
window, which is to ſerve by way of 
ditch, into which you may tumble thoſe 
who penetrate that way. 

The ſame may be done wich the ſe | 
cond and third floors, ſo that there may 
be an equal reſiſtance over all ; but in- 
ſtead of piercing loop-holes in the high= 
eſt floor, the tiles and flates being taken 
away; the wall may be taken down to 
breaſt-high for the men to fire over, the 
ſtones kept to throw upon the enemy, 
and the rafters to throw upon the lad- 
ders which happen to be placed againſt 
the houſe. A poſt intrenched in this 
manner may reſiſt a great while, and e- 
ven tire out the beſiegers, if n 
by reſolute men. 

Captain d'Enfernay of a W regi- 
ment with a company of volunteers, in 
the campaign of 1748, took poſt in the 
church of Bevera, two miles from Ven- 
timiglia. It is detached from other build- 
ings, and he fortified it with a parapet 


and ditch full of water; but his intrench- 
ment 
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ment was commanded by ſome Avaſcs 
in the village, ſo that the enemy could 


fire down upon his party. He remedied, 
this defect by covering the commanded. 


Part with a kind of b/ind'made with raf- 


ters Teaning one end on the wall of the 


church, and the other upon poſts raiſed 
a foot higher than the top of the parapet, 
which left room to fire through. This 
#lind covered with faſcines - and earth, 
prevented the enemy's fire from pierc- 
ing, and did not prevent his firing upon 
them, ſo that they durft not attack him. 
This example is mentioned to ſhew 
how to ſecure a poſt that is commanded 
by a height. When there is no redoubt 


or intrenchments of earth, the interior 


ſide of the parapet which is commanded 
ſhould be raiſed, or a ſort of penthouſe 
Thonld be made with rafters, placed per- 
pendicularly againſt the inner ſide of the 


Parapet, upon which, planks or faſcines 


are nailed, taking care to leave room be- 


tween the bottom of the penthouſe, and 
the top of the paraper, for the men to 


re throu gh. 
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ir an officer has not time to oppoſe 
all the ſchemes which have been men · 
+  , tioned to the enemy, when the general 
wants to make a forage, and throws in- 
Fantry into the houſe to form a line, he 
ſhould immediately place a couple of 
trees acroſs before the door, pierce the 
boards, ſhut the windows, and prepare 
For his defence; which gives time go the 
foragers to retire, and the * 

| * to N | 
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e A P. IV. | 


Cl the manner of fortifying V ages 


'H E. manner of intrenching which 
has been mentioned, is only for 
Þ-r that are detached from any build- 
ing; but if an officer has a village to 
defend, he may cut out a much harder 
| Piece of work for the enemy. When we 
ſpeak of intrenching a village, it is meant 
only of ſuch as have the houſes collected, 
and ſometimes ſurrounded with a wall. 
An officer detached to a poſt of this na- 
ture, ought to go ſeveral times round it, 
and obſerve the adjacent houſes before 
he begins to intrench, and cauſe loop- 
holes to be pierced in them: the entries 
of khoſe that have paſſages leading to the 
country ſhould be blocked up with trees, 
and if he has time, he ſhould make a 
good parapet of felled trees and e 
the entries of the ſtreets. 

An officer who would fortify a poſt 
af ſome extent, ought to make a kind 
of TO: of the. village, and the intrench=. 

2 2 ments 
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ments which he intends, which will often 
furniſh ideas of defence, which eſcape on 
viewing the country. A ſtreet is to be 
defended like a ford or bridge with a 
redan, as in chapter ſecond, or with a: 
ſimple parapet in a. ſemi-circle with a 
ditch; making loop-holes in the houſes. 
at the entrance, and deep ditches. acroſs; 
the ſtreets, with chauſſe-traps: thrown. 
into the bottom of them. The ſtreets, 

ſhould be blocked up with trees, carts, 
and caſks; you ſhould. likewiſe open ſe- 
veral paſſages in the back parts of the- 
houſes, to keep up a communication with: 
the different ſtreets; hut above all, if you 
have but few men, the middle of every 
open place or ſquare muſt be filled with 
felled trees, to prevent the enemy from. 
| met if he penetrates. A 
As cannon or fire are moft * 

dreaded in the defence of a village, an 
officer ought to break up the roads by- 
which cannon can paſs, which is an eaſy. 
matter in a mountainous country; but if 
the village happens to be in a plain, large 
ditches ſhould be cut acroſs the avenues, 


at e * interval placing trees a- 
= 5 e croſs 
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croſs, that take up the whole breadth, 
If there is. time, the joiſts. of the houſes 
ſhould be propped. up with trunks. of 
trees, or large pieces. of wood put like 
bricklayers. horſes to prevent their tum- 
bling down and cruſhing the beſieged. 


The beſt ſecurity againſt fire, is to burn 


all the materials that an enemy can make 
uſe of for that purpoſe; but if there is 
a quantity of wood, ſtraw, or hay, the 
general ſhould be aſked whether he 
chooſes to have it burnt, or carried off 
to ſupply the army. 

Another eſſential thing for an officer 
to attend to who is detached to a village, 
is to ſecure his retreat in caſe he is forced 
at the entry of the ſtreet, or in his firſt: 
intrenchments; he ſhould therefore 
chooſe a church or large houſe ſeparate: 
from. the reſt, after having diſlodged the- 
inhabitants. When ſoldiers who defend 


a poſt know that they have a place to re- 


treat to, they do not think of ſurren- 
dering while they ſee. themſelves. in a 
ſtate of obtaining an honourable capitu- 
lation. But if the houſes of a village are 
ſcattered, and. there are gardens or. courts: 


D. 3. in: 
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in the centre, they-muſt be content with 
intrenching a fingle houſe, church, or- 
church-yard, where they may be cover 
ed with an intrenchment of earth, and: 
employ all the ſchemes which I have al- 
ready given in the preceding chapter. 
If the works with which poſts, eſpeci- 
ally villages, are fortified, were to be: 
executed, by the. ſoldiers of the detach- 
ments, who. ought never to be. fatigued, 
it would. be too laborious and. tedious ;. 
therefore an officer ſhould. caufe a num 
her of peaſants by the appointment of the 
magiſtrates. to work alone, or. jointly: 
with a third of the party, while two. 
thirds remain under arms to prevent ſur- 
priſes. The. ſoldiers and peaſants ſhould: 
be relieved. every three hours. by freſh, 
men, taking care that they have no con- 
cealed arms, and work without interrup- 
en ny ihe work. is_compleated.. | 


* 
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nA 
of the Corps of a Partiſan - 


FTER having given the manner 
of fortifying poſts, we come now 
to fpeak of thoſe who are to defend 
them. 
They generally call every officer * 
partiſan who is deſtined to go at the 
head of a detachment, whether draught- 
ed from the body of the army, or of a 
party which he belongs to, and for that 
reaſon has no other name t han that of a 
partiſan. 
This corps is a Tight party from one 
hundred to two. thouſand men, ſeparated 
from the army, to. ſecure the camp or a 
march; to reconnoitre the enemy or the 
country; to ſeize their poſts, .convoys, 
and eſcorts; to plant ambuſcades, and 
put in practice every ſtratagem for ſur= 
prifing or diſturbing the enemy : which 
is called carrying on the Petite Guerre, 
The genius of theſe days, and the opera- 
tions of the laſt war, have placed the ſer- 
vice of ſuch a corps in a moſt reſpectable 


light, 


* 


* 
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light, as it is more fatiguing, more dan 


gerous, and more extenſive. 
To form a corps capable of carrying 


on the Petite Guerre to advantage, pru- 
dence requires that it ſhould conſiſt of a 


thouſand men at leaſt, without which 


à partiſan cannot expect to ſupport the 
fatigues of a campaign, and ſeize the 


moſt important occaſions that every 


where offer, and which a too great in- 


feriority muſt make him forego. 
It is no leſs important that this corps 


mould be compoſed of infantry - and ca- 


valry; and as. it is inconteſtible that the 
cavalry ought to be the moſt active in 
carrying on the Petite Guerre, it were 
to be wiſhed that they were likewiſe the 
ſtrongeſt, ſo as to have ſix hundred ca- 
valry and four hundred infantry in a 
corps of a thouſand men, making four 


companies of 9 and twelve troops 


of cavalry. 
Each company of infantry to conſiſt 


of one captain, one fir ſt, and two ſecond 


lieutenants, four 8 and ninety- 


fix men, including four corporals, four 
lance-corporals, and two drummers. 


Each. 
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Each troop of cavalry to conſiſt of one 
captain, one firſt, and one {ſecond lieu- 
tenant, a quarter-maſter, two ſerjeants 
and forty- eight horſemen, including four 
corporals, a trumpeter and farrier. 

The commanding officer ſhould have: 
the naming of the officers of this corps,. 
or at leaſt have liberty to reje& ſuch as. 
he is convinced are not qualified for ſuch. 
fervice, as every officer who may be am- 
bitious to ſerve in the corps, though poſ- 
ſefled of great military merit, may not 
have the talents requiſite for the duties. 
of the partiſan. 

Jo ſupport. the honour of this corps 

Aon a ſolid and reſpectable footing, the 
ſtricteſt ſubordination muſt extend from 
the chief to all the officers, and the moſt 
rigid diſcipline inſpire vigilance, patience, 
bravery, and love of glory to the * 
corps. 

A to other corps of — nk 
of one-or more detachments, drawn from. 
the different regiments of the army, and 
compoſed' with a view to ſome particu- 
lar expedition, their ſtrength and quality 
15 8 by the circumſtances of the 

affair 


— 
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affair they undertake, and are more or 
leſs numerous according to the exigen- 
cy of the projected ſcheme. I ſhould 
not add any thing upon this ſubject, if 

I did not know how important it is for 

the officer that commands, to have the 
chooſing his men and officers whom he 
. knows to be fitteſt for his enterprize, and 
thereby preventing many - difficulties, 
contradictions, and dangers,” which jea- 
louſy and diſtruſt always e . 
ſtrangers. 

Prejudice Kill Ubvides - our e 
about the ſize of a ſoldier 3 ſome requir- 
ing the talleſt fize for horſe and foot, i- 


magining that a proportionable ſtrength 


accompanies ſize, and that they can long- 
er reſiſt the fatigue of the Petite Guerre. 
| Others prefer a middling fize for this ſer= 
vice, expecting them to be more capable. 
of fatigue than taller men. When we 
caſt our eyes on the regiments of the 
king of Pruſſia, compoſed of the talleſt 
men in Europe, who neither know eaſe 
nor reſt, we ſee none of other armies ſup- 
porting the rudeſt fatigues of war better. 

IE to our aun ſize preudices the. 
3 | Le Wr 
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generality of men, but when we ſee the 


tall men with longer limbs marching at 
a greater rate with eaſe, I am for pre- 


ferring the talleſt men that are to be got, 
when well limbed, ſtraight, and without 


any perſonal defect or corpulence, for a 
foot ſoldier. 


The practice that prevails at preſent in 


che choice of men for the light dragoons, 
makes it unneceſſary to mention the ad- 
vantage of preferring a low ſize for ca- 
valry, that are to act with the greateſt 
ſwiftneſs, or the diſadvantage of horſes 
being encumbered with unwieldy riders. 


It is ſufficient to ſay, that none ſhould 
exceed five feet and five or ix inches, 


for the cavalry of the partiſan. 


-. No recruit for the Cor PS of A partiſan, 


either cavalry or infantry, ſhould exceed 


thirty years of age, but the younger thex 
are, if they can carry arms, ſo much the 


better for ſuch a ſervice, to which youth 
are particularly inclined, and recruits may 
be met with every where; but when the 


neceſſities of war do not oblige officers 


to accept of indifferent men, they can- 
not ſerve the corps more eſſentially than 


% 


4 . 
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In the chooſin 18 good recruits. We learn 


5 . 


from Vegetius, that the beſt ſervice is to 
be expected from men brought up to ſe- 
vere labour, and expoſed to the injuries 
of the weather; men brought up in eaſe 
and plenty cannot endure fatigue and 
want, and they who have taſted feweſt 
of the ſweets of life are the leaſt ſubject 


to the fear of death. In the choice of 


recruits for the cavalry, it were not un- 
worthy the attention of officers to prefer 
men that are lovers of horſes, and to 
recruit chiefly in thoſe countries where 
ſuch are moſtly to be expected. The 
excellent condition of the ſecond regi- 
ment of dragoons laſt war, while the o- ö 
ther regiments were reduced to a very 
low condition every campaign, evidently 
. ſhews that ſuch a fancy is not chimerical, 
as it has been always attributed to the in- 
clinations of the men, and none of the 
officers were ever heard to aſſume to 
themſelves the leaſt merit on that ſcore. 
As for arms the firelock and bayonet 
is ſufficient for a foot ſoldier; but in the 
corps of the partiſan, I ſhould prefer 
e 5. thirty-ſix inches with a long 
* 
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bayonet, but to have the calibar the ſame 
with the reſt of the army, which for the 
ſake of having ammunitien made up to 
ſuit the whole, ought to be invariably 
the ſame; and for the more convenient 


method of carrying their ammunition, - 
I would recommend the German man- 


ner, of having their cartridges placed ho- 
Tizontal,, and covered with wax-cloth, 
Inſtead of our wooden blocks; I would 
likewiſe prefer a helmet to our hats, as 
the ſword is almoſt the only thing to be 
dreaded from the enemy's cavalry. Four 
ſpades, and four pick-axes ſhould be gi- 
ven to each company of infantry. 

_ The preſent manner of equipping the 
light dragoons is ſo perfect, it is unneceſ- 
ſary to ſay any thing on that head, but 


no white horſe, ſtone-horſe, or mare, 
ſhould be ſuffered in the corps of the 


partiſan, as the leaſt neighing or perceiv- 


able colour may make enterprizes fail. 
No horſe ſhould be mounted for ſervice 


till fix years old. The ſize of the light 
dragoons is very proper for the partiſan, 


and while they have firm ground to act 


upon, and plenty of forage, none can 


excel 
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excel them; but when they come among 
moraſſes, and feel the ſeverity of want, 
perhaps the Hungarian huflars may be 
found more equal to the duty: I ſhould. 
therefore ſuppoſe, that in forming the 
corps of the partiſan, two hundred horſe, 
ſuch'as are bred in the mountains of 
WMales or Scotland, mounted by the lights 
__,*_ © eſt men, might be found of good ſervices 
The principal attention of an officer 
of cavalry ſhould be, to ſee that the men 
feed, and dreſs their horſes well. Hay, 
7 ſtraw, and oats, are their common food; 
too much hay is not good, but when 
they find wheateſtraw newly threſhed, 
they may give them more of it, as it is 
Excellent nouriſhment. During the whole 
campaign they ſhould have dry food on- 
HF, as green weakens them. 
When the exigency of the ſervice re- 
quires the horſes to be kept ſaddled day 
and night, every Horſeman ſhould ſeize 
ſome moment to turn the Taddle-cloth, 
aw +: which” greatly comforts a horſe, keeps 
 - » hHimi"at caſe, and leſs apt to gall, and | 
tare ſhould be taken to keep the cloth Mp 


0, * clean from ſweat and duſt. 


. 
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F all military PS there 
is none which requires more ex- 
traordinary qualities than that of the | 
partiſan, Without entering into too mi- 3 
nute a detail, I ſhall only mention | # 
more indiſpenſible, whether on the 35 TL. 
of. favours from nature, or habits ac- x; os. 
quired by his own particular attentio 8 
A good partiſan ought to have an i- 
magination fertile in projects, ſchemes, . 
and reſources; a penetrating ſpirit, | ca- 
pable of combining the whole eircum- 
ſtances of an action; a heart intrepid a=, 
gainſt every appearance of danger; A. 1 
ſteady countenance, always affured, ang... - =. 
that no ſigns of diſquiet can, alter; a hap» *\ 
py memory, that can call every one by- - - — 
his name; a diſpaſition alert, robuſt, and "i 
ipdefatigable, to carry him through every. 
thing, and give a ſoul to the whole; a 
"oo Og eye, 8 inftandy catch-. 
es 
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es falts or advantages, obſtacles and dan- 


gers of ſituation, of country, and every 
object as it paſſes; his ſentiments ſuch, 
as to fix the reſpect, confidence, and at- 


tachment of che whole corps. Without 
theſe diſpofigons, 1 f is r to ſuc 
| ceed. 


A partiſan 3 to underſtand Lien. 
German, and French, to converfe with 


all nations. He ought to have a perfect 
knowledge of the-ſerviee,. eſpecially light 
. troops, without being ignorant of the 
, encimy's.” He ſhould have the exacteſt 


map of the theatre of the war, examine 
it well, and become perfect maſter of it. | 
It would be very advantageous to have 


© fome* 8 under his com- 


mand, capable of drawing plans, routes: 
of armies, fituation of camps, and where 
ver they * Have- occaſion. to recon- 


2 . nHoitre.. 


He ought to ſpare 8 to be 2 
ſured by his ſpies of the march, force, 
deſigns, and poſuion of the enemy. Theſe 
diſcoveries will enable him to ſerve his 
general eſſentially, and muſt contribute 


| infinitely to the Lafery of the army, the 


ſupport, 


3 
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Kapport, happineſs, and glory of his own 
corps. His honour and intereſt, requires 


that he ſhould keep. a ſecretary, to make 
a journal of their campaign, to write down. 


all orders which he either receives or 
gives; and in general, every action or. 
march of the corps, ſo as ſo be able at 
all times to give an account of his con- 


duct, and to juſtify himſelf againſt the i” 
attacks of criticiſm, which are never ſpar=. . 


ed to a partiſan. 


As chief, he owes che de of fn. 
irreproachable conduct to his corps, cir-. 
cumſpect in his cares like tlie affection of 


a parent, by which he will inſpire reſpeck, | 


love, zeal, and vigilance, and gain the 
hearts of the whole to his ſervice, - It is: 


extremely dangerous for ſuch an officer 
to contract the leaſt attachment to wor. - 


men, wine, or riches. The frſt makes 


him neglect his duty, and ſrequently oc- 
caſions the moſt ruinous treacheries: the 
ſecond leads to dangerous, indiſcretions, 


and is ſure to draw down contempt, 


The third leads. to. way and deſtroys all 
ſentiments of honour, The partiſan. muſt. 


pe content without the delieacies of the, 
; * 5 * 


A 
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table, as he may be often enpoted to wane 
proviſion- His bed the fame with the 
mens, a cloak and ſtraw, never ſtripping. 
bdaut to change linen. Nothing animates. 
ſioldiers ſo much, as che preſence and vi- 
Ajilance of a commanding officer ſharing 
with them the fatigues of the ſervice; the 
officers follow his example, the men are 
fared, encouraged, and content. 
"Nothing can be ſo dangerous to the 
| er of a corps, as a commander of a: 
delicate indolent habit, for when officers. 
are ſeen at their eaſe paſſing day and 
5 night at table, abandoning the fafety of 
* *__ the polt to the vigilance of the guard, 
who (not being reſponſible for the com- 
| miſſions of their officers) inſenſibly ne- 
We Seck their duty, and expoſe themſelves 
_ © 2 © tO; be eaſily ſurpriſed; when the blow is 
"rat; then they lament, complain, and 
- throw the blame on one another, but the 
general will make it fall +l che com- 


e officer. * 198 21 
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e the Exerciſe: 


IHE exerciſe 1 is the Grit part of the 
. military art, and the more it is con- 
fidered, the more eſſential it will appear. 
It frees their bodies from the ruſticity of 


mple nature, and forms men and horſes 


$0 all the evolutions of war; upon it de- 


pends the honour, merit, appearance, 


ſtrength, and fucceſs of a corps; while 


ve ſee the greateſt corps for want of be- 
ing exerciſed inſtantly diſordered, and 


the diſorder increaſing in ſpite of com- 


mand; the confuſion overſets the art of 


the ſkilfulleſt maſters, and the valour of 
the men only ſerves to precipitate the 
defeat; for which reaſon, it is the duty 


of every officer to take care that the re- 
c.ruits be eee ee 


1 | 

It would be very uſeleſs to exkinge on 
"the words of command, and the motions 
0 in the exerciſe; E will neither 


— Mon them, 2 enlarge this vo- 


; ö 
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tume by filling it up with what is to be: 
found in ſo many military books of diſ- 
cipline ; though I would recommend to- 
every officer, to make himfelf perfectly 
maſter of the manoeuvres of the ſoldier, 
without which it is impoſſible that he 
can form the men, or 3 * 
ſelf in his profeſſion. 
The greateſt advantage derived men 
the exereiſe, is the expertneſs with which 
men become capable of loading and firing, 
and teaching them an attention to act in 
conformity with thoſe around them. It 
has always been lamented, that men have 
been brought on fervice, without being 
informed of the uſes of the different ma- 
nocuvres they have been practiſing; and 
having no ideas of any thing ba the u- 
niformity of the parade, inſtantly\fall in- 
to diſorder and confuſion. when. they loſe 
the ſtep, or ſce a deviation from the 
_ ſtraight lines they have been. accuſtomed 
to at exerciſe. It is a pity to ſee ſo much 
- attention confined' to ſhow, and: fo little 
given to inſtru the troops in what may 
be of uſe to them on ſervice, Though 
the arade is the place to form the cha- 
EPs racters 
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racters of ſoldiers, and teach them uni- 
formity, yet being confines to that alone, 
is too limited and mechanical for a true 
military genius. 

Great induſtry and patience is ne- 
ceffary to form the habits of horſes for 
the cavalry ſervice, and were they ac- 
cuſtomed conſtantly to hear all the noiſes” 
of war, and to fee fire and ſmoke imme 
diately before feeding, they would- not 
only be fooner reconciled, but from the 


hopes of feeding, would be eafily led in- 
to action. To the uſual exercifes, the 
cavalry of the partiſan ſhould be accuſt- 


med to galloping, leaping ditches, and 
frimming rivers. | 

The men of every corps ſhould be ac- 
cuſtomed to breaking, running, rallying, 
and forming quiekly; but - above all 
things to know, that though they may 


be a little diſordered and huddled toge- 
ther from the preſſure of the enemy, 


that they are not: therefore broke and to. 
run away; but while they keep with. 


their company and corps are h in 4 . 


den to Ak. 2 
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af Suberdination. 


VERY military man 3 that 

ſubordination conſiſts in a perfect 
fubmiſlion to the orders. of ſuperiors ; in, 
a perfect dependence, regulated by the 
rights and duties of every military man, 
from the private ſoldier to the general. 
Subordination ought to ſhew the ſpirit of 
the chief in all the members, and this 
_ fingle- idea, which diſplays. itſelf to the 
leaſt attention, ſuffices to mew its im- 
portance. 5 | 
Without se it is impoſlible 
that a corps can, ſupport itſelf ; that its 
- motions can be directed, order eſtabliſhed,. 
er the ſervice carried on. In effect. it is 
ſubordination that gives a ſoul and har- 
mony to the ſervice; it gives ſtrength to. 
authority, and merit to obedience, it ſup- 
ports the ſtaff af the marſhal as the ſword, 
of the ſoldier, which ſecures the efficacy, 
ot the command, and the honour of the 


execution it is ſubordination which 
| re us prevents 


- 


c 
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prevents every diſorder, and procures e- 


very advantage to an army. But if it 


ſecures the rights of ſuperiors, it like- 
wiſe makes them anſwerable for the con- 
ſequences; and if it reduces inferiors to 
blind ſubjection, it at the ſame time ſe- 


cures them from all reproach: ſo true 
it is, that in the failure of all enterprizes, 


the fault is laid on the commander owes 
obedience juſtifying the reſt, + 

To have ſubordination perfect, there 
are conceſſions to be made, as well on 
the ſide of the ſuperiors who command, 


as of the ſubalterns who obey; and the 


confidence with which a ſovereign ho- 


nours an officer, is the only title required 
to authorize him in ſupporting the rights 
of his rank, therefore it were great im- 


prudence to oppoſe it. 
The voices of the officers, the waving 


of the colours and ſtandards, the ſound 
of trumpets, and the noiſe of drums, are 


ſo many echoes which explain and ex- 
tend the orders of authority, to which 
every inferior owes a ready, reſpectful, 


and implicit ſubmiſſion. Such a ſolid o- 


. is * the fruit of the con- 


- 


fidence 
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Adence, reſpect, ad affection, which 2 
Lorps has for its chief; it is then very 
important for him, and all his officers, to 
endeavour to inſpire the men with theſe 
ſentiments, and to fix them by a reci- 
procal attention to the character and 
wants of every individual. . | 
Neverthelefs, in ſpite of 13 


1 the advantages of ſubordination; in 
ſpite of the merit and good conduct of 


ſuperiors, chere happen a thouſarid oc- 
KLaſions, where ambition, intereſt, liber - 
tiniſm, or fear, ſeek to violate it. There 
are dangeròus characters, reſtleſs, jealous, 
turbulent ſpirits, vain, preſumptuous, 


criticiſing ſouls, whom a ſuperior ought 
co obſerve with care, to. check their ar- 


rogance, and prevent their mutiny, by 
remedies which prudence ſuggeſts, and 
authority allows. He will employ pro- 


miſes and good offices to cure the timi- 

_ «ity of the weak, to excite their hope, 
raiſe their courage, and form their valour: 
he will equally put a ſtop to all che diſ- 
orders of libertiniſm, and all the plun- 
derings' of a criminal avidity, by threat- 
LY uh ts * regulated by e- 
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cd and the neceſlity- of making ex- 


amples. An excellent divine, acknow- 


ledged by the whole corps as a man of * 


probity and xeſpectable zeal, who both 
by his conduct and diſcourſe, -EXcites \ 
and ſupports the moſt ſolids ſentiments, of 
religion, upon which alone true honour 
is founded, would be of 
port union, juſtice, an 
the corps. 

The 0 RF. and common 
z from hence the very poiſon of 
ſubordination inſenſibly diſtills, is the vi- 
olent impatience, or inſupportable bru- 
tality of thoſe who command, which ex- 
eites reſentment, revenge, and deſpair. 


andependence i in 


reat uſe to ſup- 


Licentious and criticiling diſcourſes tend 


to murmurs, complaints and mutiny: 
mean, complaiſance or low familiarities 


debaſe and deſtroy every conſideration 
of eſſential reſpect. The inſtant an offi- 


cer deſcends to be familiar with the men, 
N authority is ſubverted, and no obe- 
ience to be hoped for; on the contra- 


= the firſt, urgent occaſion he will find 


them mutiny and reſiſt his commands; 


he cannot be too attentive in keeping 
„ F them J 


* 
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them at a proper diſtance, and en ing 
the ſtricteſt ſubordination. The relaxa- 
tion of diſcipline is at all times the de- 
ſtruction of ſoldiers, and ſhame of 6ficers; 
who are leſs diſhonoured by want of cou- 
rage than want of application in their 
profeſſion, and Marſhal Saxe ſays, that 
we ought not to believe that ſubordina- 
tion and ſer vile obedience debaſes cou- 
rage, for it has always been ſeen, that 
were the diſcipline hias been moſt ſevere, 
the greateſt actions have been done by 
the troops where it has been eſtabliſhed. 
Next to the attention of an officer in 
preſerving ſubordination} he ſhould take 
care not to loſe courage on the defec- 
tion of. a few mutineers. The ſpirit 
of rebellion never lays hold of a whole 
party at one, it is by the ſeditious diſ- 
courſe of two or three, that this ſpirit is 
2 »infuled j into the reſt. An officer who 
| © perceives it, ſhould inſtantly command 
them to be ſilent, and if they continue, 
be ſhoulg day hold of the firſt firelock, 
and break the heads of the chief muti- 
neers without merey, threatning to hang 
All who fail i in ſubordination. Several 
WS - reaſons 
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d Eracym «KAT SAre particular becher 
of ſoldiers detached from a greater | 
body, to guard a poſt, or to 80 on an 


expedition. ; 


When an officer is ordered on a de- 
tachment, he ſhould provide himſelf with 
a cord regularly divided, in caſe he has 
occaſion to intrench, and be at the pa- 
rade by times, to get information from 
thabrigade-major, whether he is deftined 
to relieve a detachment, or to occupy a 
_ poſt for the firſtgime. If to relieve a par- 
t. he is only to know where the guide 
is, who is to conduct him; the guide is 
a ſoldier ſent by the officer who is to be 
relieved, as orderly- man to the major ge- 
neral, who by having been at the poſt 
before, can lead a new detachment to it. 

If it is a poſt that is to be occupied for 
the firſt time, the officer is to aſk the 
brigade-major for inſtructions relating 
tits defence; which being got, he muſt 
. wn 
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inſpect * party, and take care that e- 
very ſoldier is properly equipped; his 


firelock loaded, freſh prim 


and a good 


flint well fixed; his edftouch-box filled © 


with cartridges; 


and that he carries pro- | 
viſion for twenty- four honrs, which is 


the time that detachments commonly 
continue, and are not allowed to go a- 


way to eat. 


Care muſt be taken to have 


ſpades, pick-axes, hatchets and wood- 
bills, one or two of each kind; and if 
any thing is wanted, to apply to the bri- 
gade-major for it, that they may have 
every thing neceſſary, for 8 


Perhaps ſome young of 


that theſe are precautions of which no 
one. need be informed ; but are they ſo 


little 2 that they ought to be o- 
mitted ? 1 appeal to thoſe ho know, 5 
whether it has not been the common. 
practice for officers to march their de- 
tachments as ſoon as they have been told. 


8 off, without any previous examination. 

Is it reaſonable to expect a ſoldier who: 
wants any of the things that have been 
mentioned, can ſerve in the defence of 
2 ROW as he ought ? Let it. not be ſaid 
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that it is the cuſtom during the cam- 
paign to ſee the ſoldiers provided. with 
every thing that is neceſſary, for there: 
are many inſtances of their coming un- 
provided, and being not only uſeleſs, 
but an incumbrance in a poſt. Mr. Vau- 
ban ſays, the cauſes of ſucceeding ſo bad- 
ly in theſe defences, is for the moſt part 
owing to the officers who do not pro- 
vide utenfils neceſſary for expeditions of 
this nature; and the ſource of this ne- 
glect beſide ighorance and. imprudence, 
is to commonly owing to people's treat- 
ing this article as trifling, though in ef- 
fect they are this chief things they ought: 
to attend to. It is better to take a hun- 
dred uſeleſs precautions, than to be want 
ing in one neceſſary one, becauſe the ſmal · 
leſt negligence may defeat the beſt con- 

5 certed projects; ; though at the ſame time, * 
they ſhould not be diſcouraged by ſup- 
poling the enemy to be more vigilant | 
than he truly is, or by ſtarting difficul- | 
ties that never may happen. If they were: _ 
to ſtop at every ſuppoſition that may oc-- | 
cur to. the imagination in time of war, 8 

3 nothing would be executed. | | 
2.88 One ; 
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One general rule in military preldche 
that depend upon us alone, ſhould be 
to omit nothing that can inſure the ſuc- 
ceſs of our deſign; but to that which 


depends on the enemy, to truſt ſome- 


thing to hazard. | 

When an officer has inſpected his par- 
ty, he ought to get information from his 
guide, whether the way is broad or nar- 


row; open or incloſed; if the enemy's 


poſts are near; if they go on patroles, 
or ſee their parties in the day; and laſtly, 
if he is to paſs. mills, farms, manors, &c. 
and from theſe informations, take the ne- 
eeſſary precautions for his march. 


Secret marches are ſuch as are to be 


made unknown to the enemy, to recon- 
noitre,. to ſurprize, or to croſs a country 


which they occupy. It is here that a 


commander has need of all his prudence 
to fucceed and not to be betrayed. Before 
he ſets out, he ought ſecretly to have 
procured the beſt information of the dif- 
ferent routes that can be taken; the fi- 


tuation of the enemy's poſts that are to 


*be avoided; and the kind of country 
ok is to be paſſed over. For better pre- 


caution ö 
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caution it will be advantageous for the 


| commanding | officer to be provided with 
a plan in the manner to be explained in 


Chap. X. {Plan VIII. ] It is likewiſe ne- 


ceſſary to take one or two ſure intelli- 
gent guides, of whoſe capacity you are 
taught to form a judgment in the ſame 
chapter. *When there are tao. many of 
theſe people, ſome of them eaſily eſcape; 
they go. to acquaint the enemy of your 
march; defeat your ſchemes; and ex- 
poſe you to be ſurpriſed. 

When the whole are ready to march, 
the advanced guard A, [Plan VI.] which 


ſhould conſiſt of cavalry only, ſhould ſet 


out. It is ſurpriſing that all the authors 
who have wrote on this part of the art 
of war, have neglected to ſhew ſufficient 

attention to fo eſſential a point: the 
greateſt part are ſilent, and the reſt paſ- 


ling ſlightly over the different duties of 


this corps, are content that it ſhould be 
compoſed of infantry, thongh on the leaſt 
reflection in the moſt ordinary caſes of 
a ſecret march, reaſon muſt. determine 
- that none but cavalry ought to be placed 
there; whether it be. to ſtop paſſengers. 

2 | ? wha: 
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who may diſcover your route; or ſud- 
denly to attack an advanced guard of 5 
the enemy whom they meet face to face; 1 
or to harraſs their corps, in order to gain 
time for your own to form: it is incon- 
teſtible that for all theſe purpoſes, ca- 
valry has greatly the advantage of in- 
fantry; who are by no means capable 
of running here and there to ſeize paſ- 
fengers, or of pouring ſuddenly on an 
advanced guard of the enemy; or of re- 
fiſting their cavalry a moment in caſe of 
4 ſudden rencounter, when they muſt 
expect to be thrown down and trod un- 
der the horſes feet, and the corps at- 
tacked before the commanding officer 
has had a moment to 1 for his de- 
fencc. 
As examples res beſt to illuſtrate 0 
pinions that have been ſeldom declared, 
the ſpirited behaviour of Tornet Nangle 
of the 15th regiment of light dragoons 
merits our particular notice, and will 
ferve as a proof of the great advantage 
of having the advanced guard of caval- 
ry. In the campaign of 1761, when the 
French. army under the command of 
Marſhal 
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Marſhal Broglio 1 the Prince of Sou- 
diſe were retiring towards Hoxter, where 
they paſſed the Weſer, Prince Ferdinand 
followed cloſe after them for ſeveral days, 
and on the evening before they gained 
the paſs over the river, one of Prince 
Ferdinand's German aid de camps defir- 
ed the grenadiers and Highlanders who 
were in front, to puſh on and take ſome 
of the enemy's baggage which was a 
little way before them, and but weakly 
guarded. They were immediately form- 
ed, and marched in a hurry over a plain 
with a thick wood in front, which they 
were told was clear, and had got within 
four hundred paccs of the enemy's bag= 
gage, when ſeveral ſquadrons of French 
dragoons rufhed fuddenly out upon them 
from the ſkirts of the wood upon both 
flanks, and were hewing them down 
without mercy when Cornet Nangle 
with an advanced guard of twenty men 
coming up the hill got ſight of the at» 
_ tack, and inſtantly ruſhing on, charged 
the French cavalry, who ſtartled at the 
briſkneſs of an attack which they were 
age eape ding, immediately rein'd back; 

when 


- 
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when the reſt of the regiment getting in 
view, came on; and attacking the French, 

drove them off, having killed and wound- 
ed a few, and taken ſome priſoners. 'The 
determined bravery of this young officer 


with his twenty men ſaved a great num- 


ber of the grenad] diers and Highlanders 
from being cut to. pieces, and ſhews what 
may be effected by the ſudden attack of 
an advanced guard of cavalry. 

An advanced guard by night ſhould 
be of double the force of one by day. 
In an open country, it is a matter of in- 
difference at what diſtance they advance, 
provided they keep in view of the com- 
manding officer, who ſhould continual- 
ly obſerve them; but in covered places, 
2 in the darkneſs of the night, they 

ould not be more than ar paces dis- 
tant. 

This advanced ad ſhould have an 
advanced corporal B, with ſix horſemen 


divided into three pairs; one in the cen- 
tre B, the two others out of the road on 


the right and left at CC, to examine as 


wide as poſſible, ſilently and attentively 


opening all hollow and covered places, 
taking 
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taking care e that there i is no body lying on 
the ground, or hid in dry ditches, behind 


trees or buſhes. At the ſame diſtance of 


fifty paces upon the flanks of the corps, 
ſhould march two wings DD, conſiſting 
of eight or twelve horſeman each, ac- 
cording to the ſtrength of the corps, led 
by a non- commiſſioned officer. They can 
Hharraſs an enemy who may happen to 


ruſh ſuddenly out of an ambuſcade, and 


give time to the corps to form. Each 


wing to detach two men EE, keeping 
fifty paces wide from the others, and 


preſerving the ſame route as exactly as 
the face of the country will permit. At the 


entrance of the wood NN, the horſemen 


ſhould ſpread, and cloſe again at coming 


out, and do the ſame at meeting any lit - 


tle hills, to examine them on both ſides. 
When they perceive any traces of a par- 
ty, they ſhould immediately communi- 


cate it from one to another, till it comes 
to the commanding officer. 


The advanced guard ought to march 

' lowly, and the commanding officer at 
the head of the corps ſhould follow at 

the ſame rate, ſo that the rear of the de- 

tachment 


NY 4 PEE 
Is 


. FoR Orvrewns. . 


e tachment may not be obliged. to gal- 
lop. As che rear guard H is only eſta- 
bliſhed for form, there is no need of its 
being nucherous. "The officers and quay. * 

7 ter-maſters ſhould he careful to keep tke 
men from fleepinz, As. a horſe is eaſily 
hurt under the irregular” motions of a 
ſleeping rider, which reterde the march. 
The whole corps ſhould be forbid to 
ſmoke or ſpeak, Ani if any one is obliged 

to cough or ſpit, let him cover his mouth 
ſons to make no noiſe. © ; 
| rp F is numerous, the ca- 
valry ſhould march by ſquadrons, the in- 
_ Fantry by platoons, 55 follow alternately, 
| fo that each platoof of infantry FFF, 
may march at the 4 2 ſquadron of 
cavalry G80 which difpoſition will 
preſerve the whole at an equal pace, and 
keep them readier to form in caſe of 
meeting the enemy, or being ſuddenly 
3 as we are about to- mention. 
When the advanced guard Perceives 
an enemy at a diſtance, whether it is 
day or night, they ſhould not purſue 
them for fear of falling ſtupidly into 
ie axibuſcade, if it is not in a coun- 
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| try that has been well examined; but if 


they meet them ſuddenly face to ace, 
as may happen at the entrance of a hol- 
low way I, opening obliquely upon Jours, 
tben your advanced guard, 
1 about their: *Krengeh, ſhould 
inſtantly ruſh upon them. This manceu- 
vre cannot fail-againſt infantry, and gives 
a great warn + Azrencounter with 


cavalry ; ih advanced guard 
falls back, 50 Expoſe whole "30h. 
to be defeated em. RA 


When the con 


the action of . guar, he will | 


Inſtantly turn the infantr | 
the road moſt proper to protect them 
from the enemy's cavalry, ou will form 
them quickly at the fide LVL, or on ſome 
neighbouring heighr MM. If it is day, 
they ought to face the cavalry, ſtooping 
down till the inſtant of the attack, while 
the firſt qua 
advances. 
deſirous to renew the charge, and obſti- 
nate in diſputing the paſſage, you may 


0 TORS: __ to Your: Infantry, 


ron advances to ſuſtain the 5 
ard.” If the enemy appear 


make uſe of a feint, and by falling back 


SUE. 
+ 
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o- will have them in flank, and by a: 


well-placed fire put them inſtantly in 


diſorder. Your cavalry profiting by this, 
- muſt immediately face about, and fall 


* upon them with all poſſible violence, 
annot fail 0 e e their de- 


which c 


E a 
All villages, n and n 


mould be avoided, eſpecially by night, 


_ hictyis sche moſt common time for the 


partiſan) to oi hewy diſcovered, by the 
barking of or being feen by pea- 
fants Who can 47" wi the enemy. You 


will ſee "equally how dangerous it is to 


keep the great voads by day, or to croſs 
places that are too £7 hap in an 2 
country, bo" of 

It you canpot ok paſting hou 
2 village, it ſhould. be done in a hurry, 
marching confuſedly, very cloſe, and fil- 
ling up the whole breadth, by which you 


will conceal our ſtrength from the pea- 


. fants; ſome. officers ſhould remain at 


Lotzing in, and in the rear, till the whole 
are paſſed, taking care that no one ſtops 
or witkdraws. The ſame care ſhould be 
* at every . eee upon 

8 2 your 
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your route. At the approach of every 
place that is covered or hollow, ſuch as 
houſe, wood, gully, &c. they ſhould halt 
till it is well examined, and continue at- 
tentive in paſſing it. | 
At the paſlage of debiles, 8 or 
fords, the advanced guard ſhould ſtop 
at a hundred paces, and form till the 
whole corps is paſſed and in order. The 
antients employed dogs to diſcover the 
enemy in an ambuſcade; but it will be 
vell to diſtruſt ſuch ſpies, and to ſuffer 
none with the corps, as there is nothing 
more dangerous; their diſpoſition lead- 
ing them to bark at meeting the leaſt a- 
nimal, will furniſh the enemy with a 
thouſand opportunities of obſerving you, 
before you can know where they are. 
You ſhould always detain the guides 
that were taken at ſetting out; but if ne- 
ceflity requires another, the quarter- 
maſter ſhauld go and take one without 
making a noiſe, and lead him a round 
about way, that none of the peaſants 
may diſcover either your party or route. 
If any of the party diſcover paſſengers 


in ſight of the _— they ſhould be 
: | — 
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69 
ſtopped an bresghre :to I. corps, and 
care taken to prevent their eſcape. 

The party ſhould never refreſh in a. 
alta; but in a wood by day, and open, 
country by night, cauſing every neceſ- 
ſary to be brought them from places in, 
the neighbourhood, "which gught to be 
received from th peaſants at a diſtance, 

ſo that they can neither diſcover - the 
number nor quality 0555 your corps. Dur- 
ing the whole time of f opping, you 
mould not be ſpiring” of centries, and 
have always "fix. B horiemen ready to ſe- 
cure any perſo by what you imagine 
you are perceived; ; when their number 
becomes conſiderable, t. ey ſhould be. 
tied together, and great Care taken that 
none eſcape till the ftrokesftruck. The 
officers ſhould be equally attentive that 
no ſoldier gets out of ſight; 3 and 2 
meet à deferter from the e 
ſhould: be condudtet. ; i che G > 
corps, and then ta the army, under the 
care of a non- co ifioned officer. 


When necefity*obliges you to ſtop in 
the neighbourkood of ſome farm or ham 


bit, vou muſt take poſſeſſion of it, and 
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carry off the farmer or chief of the place 
at going. away, threatning to kill him 
and ſet his. houſe on fire, if Any. oue ſtirs, 
from the place before be is releaſed... E- 
very horſeman ſhould take care to have 
2 ſpare fore - ſhoe, and a peck. of oats. 

Ihe beſt ſeaſon for ſecret marches, is 
che cold time of winter when neither 
peaſants nor their dogs ſtir abroad, and 
the enemy are quiet, only thinking how 
do preſerve themſelves from the cold, 

which your people get the better of by 
marching. When you find. yourſelf in 
the night in ſome tony place near a poſt 
of the enemy, and you are afraid of their 
bearing the noiſe of your horſes. feet, it 
may be deadened by ſtretching the mens; 
cloaks on the ground, which was an ex- 


8 pedient of l 6 Jeney in 1— 


thy. +4 
If an cd the infantry e 
: a detachment to relieve a poſt at a diſ- 
tance, he ſhould not mount his horſe till 
out of ſight of the camp, and ſhould diſ- 
wount on coming in fight of the poſt ; 
but if it / is. only, about a. league diſtane 
from the army, and near the enemy, it 


* 


* 
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is better to go on foot, ſo as to be leſs 
encumbered in caſe of engaging with 
any parties of the enemy. The men 
ſhould not be preſſed too mueh for fear 
of lagging in the rear, but ſhould march 
eloſe without ſtopping, and in as many 
files as the roads will permit, keeping 
profound ſilence, that they be. hear any” 
orders that are given. 

In a little work attributed to | Marſhat 
Saxe, Traitè des Legion, ou Memoires ſur 
PInfanterie, printed in 17 53> it may be 
feen of what conſequence it is for a whole 
army, or the detachment of an officer; 
to keep good order; for whick reaſon EF 
ſhall give the paſſage. All the armies 
which. the king has fent into Bohemia, 
Weſtphalia, and Bavaria, have gone down 
finely equipped and very compleat ; they 
have returned ruined, exhauſted, an& 
have loſt a prodigious number of men 
and officers x nevertheleſs we have had: 
no general actions, and the only one 
Which has been any thing confiderable,, 
was favourable for us; ſo it has been in 
detail that we have ſeen our armies ruin 


ed. In 3 che greateſt part of the de- 
tachments 


72 Mitrrary "INSTRUCTIONS: 


tachments ſent in the courſe of the war; 
the detached: poſts; the eſcorts which 
have been attacked by the enemy, have 
either been beat by ſurpriſe, by want of 
diſcipline in the ſoldier, or negligence in 
the officers. They are yet to learn to. 
march an eſcort in good order; the ſol- 
diers are continually employed in pillag-. 
ing, or withdrawing from the fight of 
their officers, or in the conſtant practice 
of keeping at a diſtance from the begin- 
ning of the march; and there is ſcarce- 
F an officer who gives any attention to, 
his duty. It is the ſame with parties, 
poſts; and detachments, where the foldi-. 
ers keep at a diſtance ; or if they remain 
with. the party, it is to march in bad or- 
der, to ſtop every moment, to ſpeak 
when they are bid to be ſilent, and mur- 
mur when they ſhould obey. If the ene- 
my appears, he neither knows nor hears 
any thing; they cannot form nor defend 
themſelves; there is nothing but confu- 
fion 3 and if by chance an order is given, 
which happens but rarely, you ſpeak to 
the deaf and motionleſs, little accuſtom- 
>. ed to a exereiſes an obedience, 


ron Orricens.. 25 


or to the reſpect chat i is FAY to officers: 
they throw | away their fire in the air, 
and of courſe are beaten, becauſe the 
ſoldiers are unacquainted with command, 
and chaſtiſement is never ready enough 


with us; but chiefly becauſe young of- 


ficers do not know how to command, 
nor to make themſelves obeyed ; and 
thoſe who do know, frequently dare not 
doit, for fear of the hatred of their com- 


Panions, OF believing that Puniſhment | 


will make the ſoldiers defert. 

Bauch are the ſentiments of this great 
officer, founded on experience and per- 
fect knowledge, which. will furniſh ex- 
ecllent leſſons to thoſe officers who. choofe 
to reflect on it. An officer who marches. 


at the head of a party, ought to keep 


exact order and profound filence, that 
they may be in a ſtate to execute what- 
ever he may order for their defence; but 


in giving his orders, he ſhould take care 
to do it with a firm and determined 


countenance, ſo as to make, the ſoldiers 


think that he is ſure of what he is about, 
and that nothing better can be done. 


When the men fee their officer heſitat- 
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ings or varying in his orders, they ir ima- 


gine he does not know what to do, and 


ſeeing him diſordered, they become ſo. 
It is upon ſuch occaſions. that an officer 
ſhould be ſteady, to.. reſtrain, his party, 


and make them' inſtantly obey. The 


danger is greater on a march than i in an 
attack; here the ſoldiers have their arms. 
in thats hands, and ſeeing the enemy be; 


fore them are ready to engage; it is o- 
therwiſe on a march, they are le upon 


their guard, and have not their arms in 
readineſs; then, ſays Vis an attack 
confounds them, an ambuſcade diſorders. 
them. An officer ought therefore - to. 
take every precaution in examining by 


his advanced guard, all places that may 


* any of the enemy. 


As it is difficult, or rather impoffible, 
10 examine all the villages where it is 
neceſſary to paſs, and where the inhabi-. 
tants are often to be dreaded more than 


the enemy, an officer had better avoid. 


them, if poſſible, by making a circuit at 


fome diſtance, and coming to the road 


afterwards. The moſt experienced ſol- 


= thould be employed to make dit-. 
8 coveries, 
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coveries, with orders not to-ſtop to drink 


or amuſe themſelves, to talk with the 
peaſants, or loſe ſight of the detachment; 


but to ſtop every perſon that would paſs 
before them, and come quickly to tell 
the commanding officer what Me ware 
perceived. 

But as the esteft precaution cannot 


| prevent an officer on a march from be- 


ing attacked, it is neceſſary as ſoon as he 
| perceives the enemy, to obſerve if the 


whether it conſiſts of cavalry or infan- 
try, or both together. If it is cavalry, 


and ſuperior, there is no neceflity for be- 


ing diſcouraged, but on the contrary he 


Thould profit by every advantage that 
offers, by gliding into land that is fur- 
rowed, uneven, cut, and difficult or in- 


acceſſible to cavalry; or if the country is 


incloſed, he ſhould line the hedges, and 
cheer up his ſoldiers by ſome encourag- 
ing language, while he diſpatches a truſ- 


ty fellow with advice of his fituation to 


the general. If the enemy march up td 
| him i in this ſituation, he muſt do all that 
| he cap. to ſuſtain the — by order- 


ing 


r ho. 
X.. hl” 


party is ſuperior to his detachment ; 
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| ing his party not to preſs upon one ano- 
ther, to keep up their fire, and not to 


» ; * _ 
Be 5; 7 
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wo 


A diſcharge their pieces till they are at the 
| j | - muzzles. | 

bt Every country preſents ſome Santa 
(| fortifications which, however deſpicable 
yl they may ſeem to be, there are brave 
N people who have defended them with 


1 TG extraordinary valour. . The Duke de Ro- 


[ 

J nkeww Clit Widdteed chiemy 
1 of the Marſhal de Themines for two 
| | days, though of ſeven thouſand. foot, 

and five hund red horſe... _ 
When you have the 888 of 
5 "rocks or other obſtacles to the acting of 
cavalry, continue che route as near as 
poſſible, keeping the party cloſe, and al- 
ways ready to receive the enemy. If the 
number of the enemy's cavalry, do not 
exceed your party, you may continue 
your route, and keeping your men cloſc 
together and prepared, they will not ven- 
ture to attack you. If the men could be 
| depended on,'and you could ſcatter them 


2 as to leave no ann object for a 
| „ ay 
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4 
| 5 han in his memoirs makes mention of 
feven ſoldiers. in a wretched: cottage of 


8 of ATTY to * they would 


have ſtill a greater advantage; but this 


manœuvre is only for a a {mall derach- 


ment, and would require particular in 


ſtruction for the execution of it, which : 
is nos. eee an een de- 


_cackhment..7- 
If an officer ſoon no means ; of poſſes: 
fing an geous poſt, or of getting 


to the poſt he ws detached to, he can - 


»do nothing better chan to retreat to the 


camp, along ſome river or wood to pre- 
vent being broken; but if he is ſo cloſely 
purſued that he cannot avoid being beat 


or taken, there is nd: better mancœuvre 


to imitate than that of che Brabets *2 
WhO ſcatter themſelves, and retire from 
tree to tree, from rock to rock, and de- 


ſtroy a party, who can neither beat e . 


. 


nor take one of them. | 
The moment of taking pollſeBon, * 2 


| poſt is the moſt critical that adctachment | 


- y Fa 


= They are ch ſubject to e king of Z 


Sardi inia, who abandon. their dw: Wings when 
the enemy take poſſeſſion, and are formed into 
Podies to defend-the 3 which are in his do- 
inen. 


5 
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can have; officers haye been frequently | 
attacked; -M the very time they thought A 
the had nothing, it do, but e take 
"he necelſary meaſures. for remaining in 
bw Fo . LF 
If the party which arrives at a rel. is 
to relieve another the officer that is to 
be relieved gets under arms as ſoon as 
his entries give nogi@egof the approach 
Hof the relief. The etächment being , 
4 known, they are permitted. enter and 
_ occupy the poſt in theytom of thoſe. 
I that are to depart; „ time, the 
ciorporals go to relisde the centries, and 
tte officer and ſcrjeants give the counter- 
| ſign, with the detail of all that is to be 
done at the poſt by day or night. He 
* ought likewiſe to get information from 
the officer herelie ves, if the enemy make 
C } incurſions in the neighbourhood ; if their 
— — * "guards are diſtant, whethergayalry or 
I; 


_ Infantry, and whereabouts placed? After 
theſe precautions, let him guard agitaſt 
* his poſt being ſurpriſed. a 
The centries being relieved, the offi- 
cer that is to go ont muſt form his de- 
\ . and return to camp with the 


5 a — : Wha ns — — a 
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% 
2 precautions as in coming.. The new 


etachment remain. under arms till the. 
other is gone fifty paces, then the officer 
is to, make. them. lay down their arms 


a2Þ 


againſt the parapet, putting their havre- 
| ſacks. againſt the gunocks, to- prevent 


duſt: from ſpoiling them, or the dew of 
the night from wetting the powder. In 


an open country without fortification,. 
the men muſt not go to any diſtance 
From their arms when they lay them 


down in the day, and keep them be- 


tween, their knees when they fit round 
their fires i in- the night, with the locks 
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a Reconnoit rings On 


ART IES . to Seren gaht, 
are to obſerve the country or the 
enen to remark. the rgutes, conveni- 
_ encies and inconveniencies of the firſt x 
the poſition, march, or forces of. the ſe- 


Fond. In either cafe, they ſhould have- 


45 expert geographer, capable of taking 
Plans readily: he ſhould be the beſt 
mounted of the whole, in caſe the ene 
my happen to ſcutter the eſcort that hie 
may ſave himſelf more eaſily with his 
works and ideas. 0 de 
All parties that go for reconnoitring. 
only, ought to be but few in number. 
_ F would never chooſe. more than twelve 
or twenty men. An offer, he his rank. 
What it will, cannot decline. going with. 
ſo few people under his. orders; the ha- 
nour is amply made up by the impor- 
tance of the expedition frequently of 
the moſt intereſting gonſequence, and 
. bropereſt to. commend. the pru- 
* 5 gence, 


* 2g". 


* 


£ gf 12 * 
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* 


cer chat has the fortune to ſucceed. 
It muſt be evident that the ſucceſs of 
ſuch a commiſſion depends upon ſecre- 
ey; and that it is impoſſible to fulfil the 
intention without keeping out of ſight 
of the enemy. Tris i inconteſtible, that a 
numerous party cannot glide along ſo 
pPtibly as a ſtall handful of men. 
As theſe eden muſt finiſh their 
courſe quickly, it is "neceſſary" that they 
mould conſiſt. of cavalry only; - but if 
they are to go far, ''they may increaſe 
each with thirty 000 to remain in am- 
buſh about half way," in a wood or co- 
vered place, with whom the cavalry can 
leave their proviſion they brought with 
them. As to the. precautions neceſſary 
to be taken on the march, I refer to the 
precediiig chapter, with this difference, 
that a party ought to detach only two men 
on each ſide the road, #obſervir 
within view of t 
An officer. changed t reconnÞitre in 
font, ſhould take ie! 
writing, and ſet Gut at ſuch time a8 to 
arrive at the place proper for . 
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Bis b vt at PU AY Every: 
, time thathe has occaſion to ſtop, the par- 
gf * ſhould face towards the —_— and 


1 to Reiter to run over "the neigh. 
bdDouring keights," and Gloſtly- examine 
theenvirons. When nen e as. 
3 void ſtopping i in = village. . . 
=. The officer and rn 1 
Es : * & to be reg it, me 

| every intereſting or. The | 
woods, ponds, moraiſes, rivulets, 8 
pfords, bridges, roads, croflings, difficult: 
„ dangerous paffages, by-ways, mea - 
A4 os, fields, heat Sullies, hills and 
3 diGucitains f che Alkane and ſtrength of 
3 ges, hamlets; hauſes, farms, and 
= mills; what ſovereign the country be- 
3 R >B] and what are its productions. 
If the enemy comes in ſight, the of- 
Fk cer ſhould quickly aſſemble his party, 
__ though his reconmbirring is not finiſhed, 
= 5 And et him retire to His infantry, if he 
Bes any; but if not; let him gain ſome. 
* place that * bas cho 5 A re- 
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eonnoitring ; 14 but if he was. obliged to- 
return quite to the poſt, he ſhould not 
go back till next day. Mid -day is the: 
time of being leaſt incommoded, as de- 
tachments are leſs frequent at that hour. 


The commanding officer ought always | 
to avoid coming to blows, even though 


he thinks himfelf ſecure of ſucceſs, un- 
leſs he happen to be on his. return, and 
near to his poſt, ſo that he foreſees the. 
grand. guard hearing the firing cannot 
fail to run to his affiſtance- If obliged to. 
engage with a party who are cutting off 
Tour retreat, and that no other means is. 
left of turning them; you muſt riſk all 
without heſitating, by ruſhing on, and 
try to ſave the geographer with the fruits 
of his commiſſion, efpecially if the re- 
- connoitring was of. importance to the 
general of the army, and merits the ſa- 


eriſieing a dozen men, which they can 


eaſily retrieve. on/another- occaſion. 


When they go to have news of the * 


nemy, they ought to approach as near 
- as: poſſible, but cautioully ; day-break is 
not the time proper for ſuch a purpoſe, 

e at that time the n ſend their 
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different parties and patroles to make 
diſcoveries; you ſhould therefore pre- 
vent them by approaching i in the night. 
'- You may eaftly reconnoitre their poſitioa 


and extent by their fires, which they ne- 


ver extinguith at the head of the guards 
and piquets; and you may eaſily remark 


3 they are about to change their poſi- 


tion, by hearing a more than ordinary 
noiſe; beſides, as it is eaſy to approach 
by night, you may diſcover a: pumber of 
things by the light of the fires. 
The officer and geographer muſt take 
gare to remark every thing, and let no- 
thing eſcape their. memory; but the beſt 
time for the geographer is by day i in a 
mountainous. country, where they may | 
lip along from one mountain to: ano- 
ther, from mid-day til three o 'clock, 
which is the moſt favourable time to 
hun parties, Who ſeldom ſtir from the 
army at that time of the day. They muſt. 
_ Kop all who paſs. in ſight of the party, 
and releaſe none till the retreat is ſer 
cure. | 
3 ed ought not to te to 


veconnoitre every h round his poſt 
for- 


+ * 
bo, 


. 1 hy ron Orrrexxs. I, 95 


for two or three leagues, or farther, if” 


it is poſfible on the ſide of the enemy 3 


and for that purpoſe, employ the me- 
thod of Mr. Jeney for getting intelli- 
gence without approaching, and taking 
plans and obſervations, ſo that if the e- 
nemy come to poſſefs the country, you 
may have every neceſſary inſtruction for 


making approaches to ſurpriſe them, 


without having recourſe to the Pea- 

ſants. ö 
n the campaigns that Me. Jeney 
made, de often examined the enemy's. 
_ poſts. without approaching, in the. fol- 
lowing manner, which he recommend? 
as infallible, he having e Ince | 
ctedet. f 

L ſuppoſe myſelf, ſays he, with m 

party at Soeſt in Weſtphalia, A, Plat, 
VIII.] and the enemy poſted at Berwick 
B, two leagues from me. To know the 
tuation of this place wirhout frirring, 
from Soeſt, I take.the map of the coun- 
try, and from Soeſt as centre, I draw a 
eircle whoſe circumference paſſes half A 
league beyond Berwick. - 1 draw a circle 
has 5 * ä Seat of a 
. Make 
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make my plan: as in n Plate VII. and then 


place Soeſt in the centre A; and J mark 


8 all the villages which I find in the map 


near the circumference, upon my plan, 
with the diſtances and bearings as they 
are repreſented. in the map, making uſe 
of a' pencil to mark the phaces PDD, ſo 
as to correct the errors more eaſily which 
the map may have led me to make. 
Having thug formed my plan, with a 
ſcale of two leagues, (which is the diſc 
"tance I ſuppoſe Berwick) I go to the bur- 
gomaſter of the town of Soeſt, where 1 
cauſe ſome. of the moſt intelligent inha- 
bitants to. come, ſpeaking to them free- 
tb, and, openly. induce them to commu- 


nicate all the Ron have oecalion 
for. 


The better to conceal my deſigns, 'Y 
begin my reconnoitring by Brokhuſen, 
& village diſtant from the eneriy.. I aſk 
the diſtance from Soeſt to Brokhuſen; if 
they ſay it is ſeven quarters of a = 
I correct the diſtance of my plan which. 
made it two leagues : then I inform my- 
- elf of all that is to be found on the road 
om 2 to Brokimilco ; z chappels, hou- 

s. 


* — 
* 
* * 


22 * *s. Ids 
r . "A # 


* 


1 8 


FOR Orxicens. 8 
(he? woods, fields, cc e rivers, rivu- 
lets, bridges, mills, &c. If they ſay that 
at half a league from Soeſt, they paſs 
the village of Hinderking, I mark that 
place upon my plan. I aſk if the road 
from Soeſt to Hinder king is croſſed by 
any other roads; if there is any moraſs 
or heath; if the road is incloſed, paved, 
or ſtraight; if there is any bridge to paſs, 
and at what diſtance. I take care to 
mark every thing in my plan, forgetting 
nothing, even to mills, buſhes, gibbets, 
gullies, fords, and every thing that can 
be got from their informations, which 
will probably be perfect, becauſe one al- 
ways knows more than another. | | 

I continue my queſtions from Hinder- 
king to Brokhuſen, and advancing by 
little and little, obſerve the ſame method 
on the roads of the other villages round, 
marked DDD. In this manner I cannot 
fail to acquire an entire knowledge of all 
the places; beſides, I find myſelf imper, 
ceptibly | inſtructed! in the poſition of 
the enemy, by ſeeing the different routes. 
by which I can approach moſt ſecretly. 

It is . chat ſuch a plan muſt be 
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very uſeful to regulate ſecret eat den 
It is chiefly uſeful not to ſay neceſſary, 


for a commander of a party, who can 


give more ample and preciſe inſtructions 
to his *officers, 'by accompanying them 
With a copy of the routes marked out, 
. which they can conſult even in the night, 
if it happens to be clear; by which they 
will be guarded againſt being deceived by 


ignorant or treacherous guides, which 


. occaſions the miſtakes of ſo, many who 
g unprovided with ſuch helps. This ena- 
 bles me to- diſcern which of the aſſembly 


is moſt NN of NG a 1 in caſe 


wy of need. | "SE. 


There is ſtill . means to 1 


à A reconnoitring party, which is to com- 


poſe them of people who ſpeak the lan- 


guage of the enemy, and give them ſur- 


touts of the colour of a regiment of the 


enemy, and cockades the ſame. This 
ſcheme may be carried ſo far as to line 


the ſurtouts with the colour of another 


regiment of the enemy, provided that by 

turning the ſurtouts, they appear to be a 

Aifferent corps, and deceive guards, ſpies, 
. | : „ „% 


— 
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od peaſants, and. confound their re- 
| | Youts, Ow: 3 
n officer who 505 to dee £ 
poſt which he intends to attack, ſhould 
ber ou the beginning of a dark night, 
eular inſtructions upon the 


in a diſcoveries: ſuch as exa- 
mining the places by which they paſs, to 
approach the poſt 3,- ſohnding with long 
Nicks if there are ang, träps or covered 
ditches into Which they can tumble; to 
leave branches of te with their leaves 
on, to ſerve for a mark where they find 
any, againſt they come to Make the at- 
tack; to "obſerve exactiʒ There” the cen» 
tries are poſted; and how many therg are 
of them, and how, far diſtant from one 
5 another to advance even to the ditch 
of the intr nehment, and ſoupd. with a 
ſtick or plummet to know the depth of 
9 Water; to examine if the poſt is fraiſed or 
paliſfadoed, made with earth or faſcines, IS 
or covered With maſonry; in which laſt 8 
5 eaſe, they muſt obſerye IVeighz to pri- 
portion the ©! let accordingly... - Them 
WE 1 to non how many 
« 8 


* 


| informations, judge of what is true or 
5 falſe. X * 


1 is ha all theſe heads 
5 you can go and examine yourſelf, :or be 
informed- by ther of deſerters or 


peaſants, ſo that yo may Form. y our 


ſcheme of an attack. If yau are only in in- 
1 by information of 


ful how Tau a 1 8 3 


e wad 


ers, be 5 150 
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1 of the Defence of p 2 4 5 


KEN partiſan has taken every 
. precaution that prudence ſug- 
" geits.f in reconnoitring a place where he 
- would fx a poſt; he is to take poſſeſſion 
. io the following manner; The ifffantry 
remain under arms in the middle of the 
place, the cavalry to patrole without, 
while the commanding officer eſcorted by: 
a dozen horſemen goes to examine the en- 
virons to make his arrangements; ; hav». 
ing ſent ſeveral fall detachments be- 
fore, to cover him i in time of reconnoi- 
Wine 
Having . places proper 8 
85 ar his guard, defence and retreat, as 
well as the dangerous ones by which the 
enemy can make approaches ſecretly to 
fſurpriſe him, he ſhould chooſe the moſt 
convenient in the front of his: poſt to fix 
7 =; his grand guard». D, [Plate VII. } which. 
"muſt face e enemy. He muſt mark 
the heights for this gunrd to place, their 
" defies. EXEE, and . che nne, 
Rh 
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ber according) to the exigencige -of the fi- 1 
tuation. Ia covered country you muſt 
not be ſparing of them, and muſt rein- 
force every guard. At fifty paces before 
the front of the grand guard, a ſubaltern 
or non commiſſioned officer with eight a 


horſemen thould he always ready to ſet 


out at K, to go and reconnoitre, when 
the vedettes have obſerved any part. 
The grand guard being fixed, vou 


| Would form another in the middle of 


the village, called the ordinary guard, 


compoſed of cavalry and infantry, pla- 
cing centries at the entries, and vedeites 
all round; the laſt at fuch diſtance as to 


fee one another. : A piquet ſhould like- | 


wiſe be fixed before the quarters of the 
commanding officer, which ſhould be 
near the ordinary guard and the whole 
corps. In the day, half the cavalry of 
the piquet muſt keep. theinghorfes | bridled 


and ready to mount, but if the enemy. 


is near, they muſt remain on horſeback, 


the other a ann hour | 


of relief. „„ 3 
” According to the arrangement | we 
heyy EA for-covpoling the- corps of - 

| „ + 8 2 . 
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wpartifan, the grand Fey may conſiſt 


of a captain, a firſt and ſecond lieutenant, 


a quarter -maſter, two ſerjeants, four cor- 
porals, a trumpeter, farvier, and fifty- 
two private horſemen. The ordinary 
guard to have cavalry equal to the _ 
guard, with a captain, a firſt and ſecond 
_ lieutenant, of infantry, two ſerjeants, and 
fixty men, including four-corporals, two 
lance-corpoxals, and a drummer: the 
ger to conſiſt of the ſame number of 
chvalry and infantry as the ordinary guard. 
If there N dangerous plage cap- 
2 overing the approaches of the e- 
nemy in the environs of the poſt, and 
out of the circuit of the patroles, there 


ſhould be a guard placed there, more __ 


leſs. ſtrong according to the importance 


. the place, and care ſhould be taken 


to preſerve the - communication. - The 
A and picquets” being n the 
detachments that were ſent out on the 
roads muſt be called in, and then go to- 
work to lodge the party ir the gardens-. 
that open upon the country, and the 
commanding officer's quarters; beating 
r n 2 b © bitches, and le- 
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velling a piece of N large .enougle 
to draw up the whole corps. The horſes 
to be put under cover in- barns contigu- 
ous to the gardens, but in caſe there are 
5 2 no barns, they may ſubſtitute ſheds open 
om one ſide, that the horſes may go out 
| altogether in caſe of an alarm. 
The officers ſhould occupy the houſes 
in the neighbourhood of the ſheds, and 
one of each company remain day and 
night with the company, to prevent any. 
of the men from entering the village 
without leave, upon any pretence. The 


© commanding officer muſt acquaint. the 


officers of his having choſe the place M 
for the rendezvous i in cafe of a retreat; 


_ © which#ought to be at ſome diſtance from 


the village, and on the fide he judges 
moſt convenient for retiring to the”? army. 
At ſun · ſet the grand guard to return to 
the poſt and join the picquet, the one 
half of each to mount alternately till 
day-break, and then the grand guard 
to return to the place they poſſeſſed the 
day before. The centries and vedettes: 
ſhould be doubled, and all the paſſages | 


nut _ with "IL Pere in. two 
a . 4 ros, 


rows, except one for fallying out A inn 
caſe of a retreat, made wide enough for 
the paſſage of che patroles, or the whole 5 


yew ee N how” 


ron Ovyrcers. 3 95. 


The corporald of the MONT. guard | 


mould lead the relief 55 the vedettes eve- 15 


ry hour, ſetting off together, but when 
; ME come to the paſſage of the poſt A, 

- FPlate VIE J they muſt feperate into two 
parties, the one tc. the right to relieve 


the vedettes BBB, the other to the left 


for the vedettes CCC, then each of them 


go on at their head a quarter of a wague, 
by the two Butes pointed out 


an hour to each. Beſides this recon- 


noitring, the captain of the grand guard 


the 
plan, to examine the environs, ſuppoſing 


with the parties they have relieved ſhould 


5 ſhould ſend two patroles in the night. 


To fill up the intervals, they ſhould ſet 
out about half an hour after the corpo- 
2 rals, and make the ſamg round. At re- 
turning to the poſt, C | 
make their report to the officer of the or- 


he corporals to 


_ dinary guard; the conductors of the pa- 
GO to the Ts of the 1 e | 


* Ry OL OBE. OE op * 5 — 
8 6 hs * * . 4 
#7] OS 8 3 
c 1 : a — 47 4 
Xh . * 2 5 
Ws 8 
5 
n 
AE 
3 5 


s "Min I LITEN Tx5TAPeTrons: | bo. 


„ A little before ſun- riſe or W a a 
LE”. grand patrole detached from the corps 
mmould be ſent upder the conduct of an 
officer to ſearch the whole environs. of 
the poſt. minutely, eſpecially the dange - 5 
5. iin Plates becauſe at theſe times the 
; enemy are moſt likely to attempt a ſur- 
3 1 "the patroles diſcover. them, 
3 they wil be i in a ſtate to repulſe them, 
or at leaſt to harraſs them till the com- 
manding officer, upon the firſt notice, 
> > - draws-up the whole corps. The officers: 
. ould take great care to inſtruct the cen- 
. tries in their duty, cxplaining it to them 
11 _exery time of their mountisg, and forbid 
© them to ſmoke, as the leaſt fire can be 
| £& 2 ceaſily perceived in the dark, and ſerve 
| to direct the approaches of the enemy. 
No centry to move more than fifty paces 
to the right, and as manꝝ to the left of 
Bis poſt, and let the weather be never ſo 
mas he muſt nag get under cover. No 
done to be allow to go out of the poſt - 
Ba. Sn leave: of t the commanding officer, , 
3 and to prevent deſertion or marauding, . 
6 = ake centries and vedettes muſt oF hanged 
KS io let no ſoldier ND e 
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The vedettes muſt ſtop all paſſengers, 
and take them to the next centry, who 
muſt call a corporal to conduct them to 
the commanding officer. If there are a 
great number paſſing at Ie the vedette 
at the challenge muſt haſten to ſtop them 
at a hundred paces, till the officer has 
bent to reconnoitre them, but if he finds 
them to be a party of the enemy, he 
muſt fire upon them and retire. At the 
| firſt alarm, the grand guard and piequet 
ought to mount, and each of them to 3 
detach 4 ſubaltern officer immediately at 
the head of the beſt mounted horſemen, 1&8 i 
to go quickly to encounter the enemy. 
The reſt of the grand guard and cavalrx 


of the piequet to follow immediately, ; —_ 
led by their captains to ſuſtain the ' firſt. 5 . 2 
_ detachments, to repulſe or keep back . _—” 


the enemy as long as it is poſſible, and. _ 
give. time to the commanding. cer Ky = 
form the whole corps. _ 

If the commanding 'officer- 9 + a - 
- the enemy are of no very extraoriis” .- 8 q 
_ nary force, he muſt without heſitating i 
put himſelf at the head of his cavalryg ©  _- 
a al * W chem, ö 3 
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8 beſt way to eee, 395 5 in * 
mean time, the infantry ſhould form to 
ſuſtain the cavalry. One eſſential circum- 
ſtance ſhould not be forgot here, which. 
is, that at the going of the detachments 
of the grand guard and picquet, all the 
1 of the picquet ſhoutd march i im- 


- mediately to the place appointed for the 


rendezvous in caſe of a retreat, and a 
ſtrong detachment of cavalry ſhould fol- 

low to occupy the place. If it is at the 

entrance of a wood or ſome covered 
place which the enemy may occupy, and 
thereby cut off your retreat, you muſt 
prevent it by fixing the infantry of the 
picquet, in the poſt, to remain day and 
night, with a lieutenant at the head of 
twenty horſemen to clear round it. If 
the enemy is too ſuperior, and appears 
to form an attack on that ſide, the com 

manding officer ſhould get there before | 


4 


**k with all bis force to oppoſe them, till all. 


his detachments j join, and then regulate: 
his retreat, as will be Kenia. che pr 
"x the. Retreat. 55 

- 3g be better: repro, ig, Aa, reg which, 
„„ „ | wo Jau. | 
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vou expect to remain in Be; 5 2 8 
and where you find that the enemy will 
not fail to diſturb you, it will be proper 
| immediately to employ ſome of your _ 
people with the peaſants, to form ſomm 
jutrenchmegts in a hurry in the moſt 
dangerous places, to have breaſt- works 
of felled trees in the woods : herſes pla- g 
ced i in che fords; pits dug at the entries 
and plains without defence; ſo that the 
cavalry coming, full ſpeed to charge you © | 
may tumble in. If there happen to be a 
bridge either in the front or on the 2 
flanks of the poſt as at N, by which h *+ 75 
enemy can facilltate their approach 1 9 N 
retreat, it muſt be inſtantly deſtroyed, 
unleſs you find it may be of uſe, and ne- 3 
cellary to fix a good guard on „ 
To regulate the attack and dete 
moſt advantageouſly, you | ſhould take 
care to obſerve: the places by Which the 
enemy can approach, and form à plan 
of operations for cutting off, ar taking 
in flank- the different routes which be | 
can attempt. 8 "You ſhould inform) your ey 4 
lſicers, and not fail tg. hearken®to t the. 5" 
. Advict of thoſe, whoſe” fe dent, ea 
©. " = a. and 
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and experience, ke them competent 
Judges of your deſigns. Theſe arrange- 
L ments will be of great uſe in ſurpriſing 
. enemy's partics, who will come from 
time to time to reconnoitre the poſt. If 
the enemy approaches i in the night, take 
care how you attack him; you cannot 
reconnoitre his force, and you ought to 
39 Fuppote: that he is informed of yours. 
Do not ſuffer any ſuſ pected woman to 
"9 reach the ſoldiers; their viſits are 
dangerous in debauching your people, 
and the enemy frequently employ them 
to diſcover your ſtrength. Let no de- 
5 ſerter ſtop in your poſt, and if he comes 
Th in the night, keep him till day break is 
= - near, and then ſend him to the army. 
x. „ . Every party that approaches your poſt 
© - will profeſs belonging to you, but if they 
> =» - are not provided with a proper paſſport 
= '. * from the general, or if you do not know 
aan of the officers, truſt neither to their 
word nor uniform; deſire them politely 
= * to return the way they came, telling 
them, that if they do not, you will treat 
wy _ themas: nies, bod take care __ your 
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out of ſight of all vour guards. This 
conduct will make other detachments at- 
tentive. The commanding officer muſt 

oblige all the ofſicers to remain near their 
command, and to regulate their meals 4 
lo as to have a part to olfegye the _ 
while the others are at table. - 

A true partiſan is well convinced that 
he cannot be too cautious of the ſchemes 
of the enemy, who frequently cauſe falſe 
alarms, to lead you to relax in your care, 
and into deceitful ſecurity, of which you 
ſooner or later become the dupe. I am 

by no means of their opinion who de- 

ſpiſe falſe alarms, and who to ſpare their 
people are ſo infatuated as not to take 
arms till they are ſure of the coming of s 
the enemy: on the contrary, I think my- 
ſelf authorized by experience to inſiſt 
on preparing at the leaſt noiſe of the ve- 
dettes. Even if it is another party oft 
your army approaching your poſt, as 
ſoon as you are acquainted with it, you 
vught to reconnoitre them, and follow - 
or receive them with all the attention 
which war requires. I am very far from 
. that the ſerviceys ſuch as I have 
K e 
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directed for the ſafety of a poſt, can fa” 
tigue a corps too much; ſo far from it» 
it will contribute much to harden them 
againſt fatigue, augment their courage, 

vigilance and addreſs; while inaction be- 
numbs the body, fatigues che mind, and 
boſons the heart. 

When a partiſan has * all * 
precautions which IL have mentioned, he 
may reckon himſelf ſecurę of never be- 
ing ſurprized. If in a country the moſt 
expoſed, or the moſt covered, by execut- 
ing every point of the ſervice as has been 

mentioned, the enemy cannot approach 
your poſt nearer than a quarter of a league 
without your being informed by the 
noiſe of the vedettes and patroles, who 
cover your poſt day and night more than 
a quarter of a league round, which is 
ſufficient to guard againſt ſurpriſe, five 
minutes being ſufficient to form, and ten 
| being {till left to deliberate upon the part 
that is to be taken, whether to Win 
| defend, OF FRLICes <1 | 

| When a partiſan happens t to | eſtabliſh 
his poſt in an enemy's country, it is then 
his duty to. take. care e of the ſubliſtance 
of 
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of his corps, and to take every proper 
meaſure to provide his people with ne- 
ceſſaries: for which reaſon he' ſhould 
ſend ſome parties as far as poſſible to- 


wards the enemy, to ſummon the chiefs . 


of the villages to deliver forage and pro- 
_ viſions in proportion to their abilities, 


taking care to be ſparing of the neareſt 


places, and more particularly of the poſt 
itſelf, which ought not to be touched but 
in the greateſt extremity. A partiſan 


cannot be too diligent in giving the gene- 
ral an account of his poſition, prdjects, 


ſucceſs, and all his operations, and 


therefore will take care to preſerve his 


communication with the army. 
Theſe inſtructions may ſerve for the 


corps of a partiſan according to the pro- 
poſed arrangements, but partiſans of leſs 

force muſt regulate their precautions ac. 
cording to their ſtrength; and detach- 


ments of thirty, fifty, or a hundred men, 
will ſeek to p 


es, . eee &c. obſerving that the 


* wg, 3 more 


oft themſelves in redoubts 
proportioned to their number, or it mills, 
farms, hamlets, detached houſes, church- 
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more a poſt i is extended, the more care 

and fatigue it require. 

The principal object for an \ office: chat 
is detached, ſays Monficur Vauban, is ta 

foreſee every troubleſome event. The 
want of exactnefs, and the ſmalleſt re- 
laxation in the ſervice of out- poſts, may 
have the moſt fatal conſequences; and 
hiſtory ,furnifhes a thouſand examples of 
camps being farpriſed, and armies cut in 


pieces, by the negligence of detachments 


that ought to rd ann for their 


preſervation- e 
The manner oft celidving; detached 


poſts has been mentioned; but if an of- 


ficer is detached to a mill or houſe, let 


him draw up his party about fifteen or 


twenty paces from the poſt, and fend a 
ſerjeant or corporal with f or fix men 
to ſearch the chambers, cellars, and 
barns ; which being dône, the centries 

muſt be placed ; the poſt taken poſſeſſion 


ö 8 3 the arms ranged, fo. that every One 


can find his own without confuſion ; 2 the 
inhabitants lodged in fome other houſe : 


and then nn * n to 


the * —— 
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17 an officer. is to fix in a village where 
Ic] is difficult to examine every place where 
the enemy may lie in ambuſh, he ſhould 
| ſend for the magiſtrates to come and 

ſpeak with him, while his party remain 
drawn up at the end of the village, that | 
| they may declare if they know: whether 
there are any of the enemy's parties, ſuſ- 
pected perſons, or concealed arms in the 
place; which being done, the centries to 
be placed, the party to take poſſeſſion, 
putting ſmall detachments of five or ſtx 
men, more or leſs, according to the 
ſtrength of the party, at the avenues; 
and examining the church, or any de- 
tached houſe, to make the principal poſt 
in caſe the advanced poſts are foreed. 
The men beſt acquainted with the duty 
ſhould be planted on the moſt expoſed 
and diſtant places; ſo as. to ſee all the ap- 
| proaches; and ſometimes in trees, that 
they may ſee at a diſtance,” and remain 
concealed from the enemy. ö 
If he finds any place near him * 
the enemy can lie concealed, he ſhould 
place a corporal with fix or ſeven men 
there, with orders to fall back upon, his 
Oh BE 
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poſt if attacked, or remain till they find 
themſclves diſengaged. The ſoldiers of 
this leſſer poſt ſhould: take care to make 
no fires, becauſe it would ſerve. for a 
guide to the enemy t to avoid them when 
they want to fall upon the principal poſt 4 
but fires may be lighted in the places 
where they have no guards, to make the 
enemy think they have them every 
where, at the ſame time placing foldiers 
in ambuſh where tfere are none lighted. 
This ſcheme may ſerve for all poſts in a 
level country, where two or three fol- 
diers ſhould be 54.8 going al _—_ to. 
ſtir up the fines?" 2 = 
"The. exterior Arrangements Veiug 
; made, and centries placed on the ave- 
nues, bridges, and ſteeples, the works 
for fortifying the poſt ſhould Be marked 
out, and executed by the workmen, and 
the magiſtrates ordered to ſend ſtraw to 
the neareſt houſes for lodging the ſol- 
diers, who muſt never abſent themſelves., 
The officer muſt always be in readineſs to 
go here his preſence may be wanted, 
and make his ſerjeants and corporals wo 
* 8 rounds. 
ö e 
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"MM: Monſieur Vauban ſays, that if an of- 
ficer is to remain but four hours in & 
poſt, - he ought to intrench ; and he 
| ſhould cauſe the works. which: are to be 
conſtructed to be well executed, fo as to 
defend every place where the enemy can 

come. Monſieur Folard gives an excel- 
lent maxim, to attack an imaginary poſt, 
that we may be able to defend a real 
one. And the Baron de Travers ſays, 
that with regard to the ſtrength and 
means of refiſtance in poſts, they ſhould 
be in proportion to the foree the ene 
my can bring againſt them. If to paſs 
only ſome hours in a poſt, it is a good 
way to make a parapet of felled trees; or 
if it is in a village, to . a derach- 

— end houſe. 

The way to e inn being fars 
priſed, betrayed, or made priſoner, is to 
take precautions againſt all that the ene- 

my can undertake, and whatever dif- 
tance he may be at, we ought not to 
found our ſecurity on probabilities, but 

extend them even to poffibilities. Nei- 
ther ſtranger nor ſoldier of any other 
parry ſhould be admitted into the poſt, 

| and. 
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and the roll called three or four times 2 » 
day, that the men may not abſent them- 
ſelves ; he ſhould likewiſe examine the 
centries, to ſee whether they are ac- 
quainted with the detail of their duty, 
and ſhould ſhew them how to defend 
themſclves-in caſe of being attacked; ob- 
ſerving to them, that if the enemy make 
ſuch a manceuvre, they ſhould oppoſe 
ſuch another; if they try this ſcheme, to 
reſiſt with that, and deceive them at every 
ſtep. He may make ſome of them try to 
| ſcale the intrenchment, to ſhew the diffi- 
culty of mounting it; and by exerciſing 
them in this manner; he will eaſily pre- 
pare them to reſiſt the enemy; it will flat- 
ter their vanity, and give them a confi- 
dence in him; but let him take care not 
to be too familiar, leſt in a briſk attack, 
he orders ſomething not to their mind, 
when, inſtead of obeying, they will refiſt 
his orders, and mutiny ; but when he has 
ſhewn his ſoldiers the advantage of a par- 
ty that are intrenched, over thoſe who 
are expoſed in the attack, he muſt take 
care to preſerve ſubordination, and not 
allow himſelf to fall i into che ſnares of 
the enemy. . 
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An hour or two before day, the men 
ſhould be kept alert, fitting on the ban- 
quette near their arms; and the patroles 
ſent at that time, rather than in the 
night, to march ſlowly, to liſten atten- 
tively, and examine every place round 
the poſt where a man can nen him- 
ſelf. 2 5 | 

It happens PPE that two armies 
are encamped oppoſite to one another, 


and have ſeveral poſts on the ſame line, 


and two patroles meet in the night. As 


it is impoſſible to diſtinguith whether 


they are friends or enemies, they who 
firſt diſcover the this, ſhould conceal 
themſelves on the ſides of the road, be- 
hind buſhes, or in a ditch, to examine if 


they are ſtronger, and in that caſe to let 


them paſs in fence, and return another 
way to the poſt to tell what they have 


ſeen; but if they find them weaker, he 


who commands the patrole ſhould make 


the ſignal which is ordered for the pa- 


troles of the night, which is commonly 
a ſtroke or two on the cartouch- box or 
butt end of the firelock, which is an- 


would 


en * an appointed number ; but 1 


5 
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would recommend a word as the ſafeſt. 
If the patrole does not anſwer, they 
ſhould advance upon them with fixed 
bayonets, fire u pon them if they ſee them 
retiring, and make them ſurrender, In 
the war of-1745 in Italy, there were old 
| ſoldiers who uſed to beg for this employ- 
ment, and took pleaſure in it. | 
If detached oppoſite. to the enemy, it 
is to be preſumed that you may be at- 
tacked; therefore ſ mall. detachments 
ſhould be advanced between the centries 
in the night, about thirty or forty paces 
from the poſt, with their bellies on the 
ground, in theſe places where they ima- 
gine the enemy may come; with orders 
to thoſe who command theſe detach- 
ments, ta make a ſoldier reconnoitre 
any parties that are ſeen, ſo as not to 
confound their own patroles with the e- 
nemy's parties, and to retire £ to the poſt. | 
on the firſt firing. 
In villages there ſhould . great care 
taken of ſuſpected perſons, or of the pea- 
fanrs revolting, and for this purpoſe; you 
ſhould make the magiſtrates order two 
peaſants the beſt known in the place, ud 
„ | | 0 
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. put on duty wich the centries of the 
party, at the paſſages left in intrench- 


ing. Theſe peaſants, whom the magi- 


ſtrates muſt cauſe to be relieved every 
two hours, ſhould be charged to recol- 
lect all who paſs out or in of the village; 
and both one and the other muſt be told, 


that they ſhall be anſwerable for all the 


accidents that may happen from the 
treachery or negligence of theſe centries 


who have let enemies in  Iiſguiſe enter 
the village. 


They muſt likewiſe order h&foldicrs N 


who guard the intrenchments, to let no 


peaſant approach, and to ſhut up the 

+ paſſages with two trees acroſs in the 
night, and not to open them till day, ex- 
cept for the paſſing of the patroles. They 


muſt examine with iron ſpits, or thei 


ſwords, all carts that paſs, loaded. wich 
hay, ſtraw, or caſks, or any thing that 


can conceal men, arms, or ammunition. 
The mhabitants ſhould be prevented 


from making proceſſions, holding fairs 
or markets; becauſe under favour of 


theſe aflemblies, the enemy "often enter 


and ſeize poſts. Polybius gives a leſſon 
pl ag „„ - app ee UNE 
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| that will not be miſplaced. here. There A 


Are hundreds of proofs how fatal theſe 


indulgences have been, ſays the 'tranſla- 
tor, yet ſtill, they remain uncorrected ; 
; truly it 1s wrong that men ſhould paſs 
for the moſt artful of all animals, fince 
there is no one ſo eaſy to ſurprize ; how 
many camps, garriſons, and poſts have 
deen ſurpriſed by giving this liberty, and 
it is a misfortune. that has happened to 
numbers; yet theſe ſurprizes are always 
new. An officer cannot watch too care- 
fully to prevent ſchemes that may be 
contrived againſt him; and the attempt 
on Briſac, in the month of November 
1704, is ſo much to the purpoſe, chat it 
ought not to be paſſed in ſilence. The 
governor of Fribourg having formed the 
dieſign of ſurpriſing Briſac, ſet out in the 
night of the gth or foth of November, 
with two thouſand m en, and a great 
number of waggons loaded with arms, 
grenades, pitch, & c. and ſome choſen 
© Toldiers: all theſe waggons were drove 
dy officers diſguiſed like waggoners, and 
were covered with .perches, which had 
| ** aids over them, ſo that they ap- 
£644 
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Pers like waggons loaded with hay 
coming in contribution. They arrived 
at the new gate- by eight o'clock in the 
morning, under the favour of a thick 
fog: three waggons entered the town, 
cwo full of men, and one with arms, 
when an Iriſnman, an overſeer of work - 
men, obſerving thirty men near the gate, 
wha, though they had the dreſs, had not 
the manner of peaſants ; he aſked them 
what they were, and why they did not 
go to work like other people. Upon 
their not anſwering, and appearing con- 
founded, he ftruek ſome of them with 
his cane upon which the diſguiſed of- 
fers run to the arms which were in the 
waggon next them, and fired fifteen or 
twenty ſhat at him within half a dozen 
_ Paces,.. without,” wounding him. The 
Iriſhman "leaped into the ditch, where 
ewiſe fired ſeveral uſeleſs ſhot at 
bim, WR he called 7 arme, to arms, 
with all his Might. e 

At this noiſe, the guards os the half- 
moon and the gate run to arms, and 
would have pulled 


twelve men of the | 
attacked at the ſame time — 62 officer 
who preſented, a piſteb 1 
t from him, Be fired it at 
him, and killed him: this * | 

of the ac- 


| 
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ics the enemy had placed upon * 
| The officers and ſoldiers who were in 


the waggons, ruſhed out with their arms, 
and having joined the reſt, attacked the 
guard commanded by a captain of gre- 
nadiers; but being repulſed, and five of 


them killed, the reſt were diſmayed, and 
fled either into the town," or out into the 
country. Thie captain of the guard made 


the firſt gate, =which was a graft, to be 


ſhut, acroſs which the enemy, who were 
r. che 8 ved i at a e 


half, 250 ider, _— the ene- 


my. A lieutenant who commanded 


ſnatching 


defended himſelf to the end 


tion; but having received ſeveral wounds, 
he died that day. x 
Upon hearing the nol of the pa. 


3 


1 5 2 3 2 
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| N wing made every diſpoſition ne- 
ceſſary for his defence, the enemy ſaw 


hat their deſign had failed, "and retired 
diſorder, leaving a number of wa 


Zons behind them, and: more thanoforty 


Is F who were killed or wounded. 


ch was the enterpriſe on Brifach, 


* hien failed by a trifling accident. 


it is for offcers i ; detdched poſts 


Ix every Precautign, Captain Vedel © 
being detached to a village, where the 


, curate of the paziſh had obtained Teave 
| from the c 


make ®agproceſion. of. the Peni- 
5 A neighbouring convent to a 


manding officer in the coun- 


he 6 0 Lin thegyillage which he. named, 


that it 


a numerous proceſſion . compoſed. of the 


as an annual cuſtom. ; 
in Vedel aſtoniſhed to ſee ſuch 


peaſants, called to arms, and having 


drawn up his party of fifty men, diſcon- 


certed their ſcheme; many of the peni- 
tents whom he ſtopped; were found arm- 


ed with piſtols. and ſwords, with which 
5 hes cquainted the commanding officer, 
ho immediately cauſed the curate and 


L 2 | ſeveral. 


& 


* 
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"ſeveral of the penitents to be hanged. 
This example, and many others which 


. might be cited, ſhow that an officer who 
|. commands i in a poſt eannot be too much 


on his guard to prevent his falling into 


the ſnares which the enemy prepare for 
bim, as the ſeizing of a poſt, of however 
little importance it may ſeem, may be 


attended with the moſt troubleſome con | 


ſequences. 5 * * * vw 


Henry N. of France loſt ede TR 


Pieardy by a waggoner letting fall a ſack 


of nuts as if by accident, and when the 


foldiers of the guard were picking them 


up, the Spaniards, who had- diſguiſed 


themſelves. like peaſants. on purpoſe, 
ruſhed out of a houſe near the gate here 
they had been in ambuſh, put them to 
the ſword; and carried the town. 


Theſe inſtances, with many that could 
be mentioned, ſhew that we cannot be 


100 diſtruſtful of the numberleſs ways. 


there are of being furpriſed. I peaſants. 
come to viſix their friends or relations in 
the village, the centries ſhould ftop them, 


and acquaint cheir officer, who ſhould: 
| not Wow TRY. to enter till che magiſ- 


; WR | 
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trates, curate, or reſponſible inhabitants 
anſwer for them; and this permiſſion to 
be granted only on working days, and 
not on Sundays or feſtivals, on account 
of their being unemployed theſe days. 
In an enemy's country, the inhabi- 
tants are always ready to revolt and be- 
tray; therefore the commanding officer 
ought to take one or two of the magiſ- 
trates children, or three or four of the 
moſt conſiderable families of the village, 
and keep them in the principal poſt as a 
pledge of the fidelity of the inhabitants. 
The children (to whom they ſhould take 
care to do no manner of hurt) ſhould on- 
ly be kept half a day each, and changed 
The commanding of- 
ficer ſhould forbid the inhabitants to aſ- 
alks, or an a 
y place whatever, and caüſe theſe, or- 
ders to be fixed up at the door off the- 
church. If they are ſeen to. ſtop and con- 
verſe at coming out of church, or in the 
let the patroles oblige- 


for ſome. others. 


ſemble im taverns or public 


market-place, 
them to retire. The tavern- Keepers, .and 


all the inhabitants muſt be forbid to re- 


ö ceive any ſtranger without acquainting 


the 
4 


- EY, 


* 
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the commanding officer. None to be 


permitted to: ſtir abroad after retreat heat- 
ing on pain of being killed by the cen 

or ſtopped and con- 
ducted to dungeons by the patroles, who 


tries who ſee them, 


3 to march ſlowly ;. ſtop from time 
to time to hearken i they hear any noiſe; 
go over all the quarters that are marked 
out to them, and give an aecount of any 
- © thing they have diſeovered ra . 
any alarm in the poſt. 

If fire breaks out any where, or . 


inhabitants quarrelling among them 


ſelves, an officer ſhould take care how 
he ſends a party to their affiftance, be- 
"cauſe theſe are frequently ſnares of the- 


enemy to divide the ſtrength of a de 
tachment on purpoſe to attack them; 
be fhould therefore ring the alarm bell, 


make all the different poſts get under 


arms; and order thoſe who command 
chem, to make the ſoldiers remain arm 
cd againſt the parapet, ſo as to obſerve 


what paſſes without the village. The 


ſoldiers of the principal poſti ſhould like- 


wiſe get under arms, and the officer de- 


tach * 5 men with. a ſerjeant or 


. | 9 
© „„ 
* | | 
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” 4 


5 eveporil to part the fray, or or ſet the in- 


habitants. to work in W r the 


As all the enn precautions for 
the ſafety of a poſt are too many to have 


them executed by giving them verbally, 


the commanding officer ſhould give his 
orders in writing, and. have them fixed 
up in all the leſſer poſts. One thing to 
which officers who are detached to a vil- 
lage ſhould. give partfcular attention, is, 


not to vex the inhabitants by making 
them furniſh too much: whatever they 
are allowed by the general to exact, ſuch 
as firing, forage, candle, &c. for the 
guards, ſhould be demanded in 3 
tion to the abilities, of the inhabitants 
and an officer cannot be too delicate * 
5 preſerving the character of a. gentleman. 
in ordering contributions, and preſerving © 
the inhabitants from being robbed, or 
treated tt} by the ſoldiers; they have e- 
| dens. thing to apprehend from people that 
are ſoured; and what deſpair will they 
a be drove to, who ſee their country 
ravaged, their effects pillaged, themſelves 
| a N r Finn,, Th: 
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5% fawthat humagity cries. out againſt ſuch ri-- 
.  gorous treatment, becauſe. it is hut too 


common to fee war filencing the laws of 


Humanity; . but I ſhall ſay that it bas been 


ſeen, that not only, ſmall detachments, 


but even numerous garriſons have had. 
their throats cut, or been driven out of: 
the towns they defended, by the inhabi- 


tants whom. FRET had. re 8 de- 


5 a ir | 
. Hiſtory e many 3 of 


. this ſort, but none that will afford a leſ- 
ſon more fit for military men to reflect 
on chan the affair of Genoa; On the 5; th. 


1 * 


* 


of December, 1745, when the Auſtrian. 


army had poſſeſſion of Genoa, an Auſtri- 


an officer ſtruck one of the Genoeſe with, 
his cane, for refuſing to aſſiſt in dragging. 


24 mortar, or interrupting it, upon which. 
5 the Genoeſe, tore out his bowels. with a 


| knife; the uproar became general, the 


N 
3 
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inhabitants run to the apſenal, broke open. 
the gates,, took. out. arms, and. repulſed. 
the Auſtrians from ſtreet to ſtreet, and. 
drove them out of the city, after having 
Eilled more than five thouſand men. ü 
22 is not Eee og the * | 


of 
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of 4 a : poſt, to raiſe intrenchments, nor to 
take every precaution againſt being ſur- 
priſed. As the enemy muſt attack with 
a ſuperior force, your difpoſitions muſt 
be made in ſuch a manner as not to con- 
fuſe one another, and every one being 


properly Placed, neee to che com 
mon ſafety. | 


If it is a redoubt, or other intrench- 
ment of earth that is to be defended, ſe- 
ven or eight trees with their branches, 
ſhould be kept in reſerve, to throw into 


the breaches the enemy may make, and 4 


the parapet kept well lined with men, 
who ought not to fire till the enemy are 


on the glacis. Grenades have unaccount- 6 
ably ſunk into diſuſe; but I am perſuad- 


ed there is nothing more proper than to 


have grenades to throw in the midſt of 


the enemy who have jumped into the 


ditch, nay even aſhes or quick-lime, 


whoſe burning duſt cannot fail to blind 
the enemy, ſhould be had if poſſible; and 


however extraordinary it may appear, 
Monſieur Le Cointe pretends, after ſeve- 


ral trials, to anſwer for the ſucceſs of 


"the lime. * 2 ö of your detach- 7 
+ * ment 
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ment will admit WW it, eight or ten Yol- 
diers ſhould be placed in the ditch, (on 
the oppoſite fide from the enemy) ſo di- 
vided as to take the enemy on the flanks, 

who have jumped into the ditch. . This 
kind of ſally, by running round upon 
the right and left at the ſame time, muſt 
aſtoniſh an enemy who, could v dream 
of being a . HY 


aw, 


If there are Heights from hence the 


enemy can cruſh your people with ſtones, 


they muſt be occupied, with eight or ten 


men covered with a breaſt-work, to pre- 


vent the enemy from poſſeſſing them, or 


| * guard againſt thew, as has been directed 


* Prer rens rr =D 2 
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in 1 III. 


In the . of >; mille, . 


as well as regular, Fortifications, the men 
| ſhould be made acquainted with the dif- 
ferent manœuvres they may employ for 
their defence, without which they do 


not foreſee che intentions of their ene 


being 1 in 1 1 


The obſtinate defence of a Ys is i 
action where an officer detached ſingly 


can e che e glory 3 the re- 


fiſtance 
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1 5 | Eſtance not proceeding from the number | 


1555 of ſoldiers deſtined to defend it, but 1 
fi. from the” talents of the officer who com- 
1 mands. It is in him that the ſtrength of 


the intrenchment lies; and if he joins to 
determined bravery, the abilities neceſ- 
ſary on theſe occaſions, and can perſuade 


| | huis ſoldiers that the lot the enemy pre- | 
6 pares for them, i is a thouſand times woe - 
| : than death, he may be ſaid in ſome ſort 


. 0 have rendered his poſt impregnable. FR 
When an officer who is poſted in a Sk 
#redoubtt is "attacked by "the enemy, he 
needs not to be employed in firing bim- 
ſielf, but in ſeeing that the ſoldiers do 
their duty and do not throw away their 
fire in the air. If he ſees their”? ardor ſlack- 
en in the rage of the attack, he muſt en- 
courage them; ; if he ſees the enemy mak 
ing greater pro, reſs on one fide than the 
other; he muſt; weaken one o ſupport 
tlie het this m eee be dan- — 
gerqusʒ and it were better to have a ſmall 
reſerve e of need; but an offices 
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they have been preparing for their de- 


* fence, as directed above. — 


In che defence of detached buildings, ; 
hs are ſo many different retreats, that 


it becomes an arduous taſk to ſucceed, 


when brave people are to defend them. 
They have the loop-holes on the ground 
3 to defend, when beat from the in- 

wrenchments without, and may reſiſt 


great numbers by retiring gradually to 
the different floors of the houſe, where 


2 they ſhould have large buckets of water 


provided to throw upon che enemy, * 
which though it may appear trifling, is 
one of the moſt diſagreeable that can be 
| oppoſ to the aſſailants; fog gt the ſame 
time that it wets their powd 


der, arms, 
and N it hinders them from ſeeing 
what is doing above; prevents every 
ſcheme for ſetting fire to the houſe, - and 
ige * deſit from the at- 

5 WAW 
| Lin had a 
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after penetrating into the. court. 
The prince of Wirtemberg, ſays Mon- 
feur Folard, believing that there were 
ſuccours/ coming to us, imagined that if 
he could get poſſeſſion of a pigeon-houſe, 
from whence a very het fre was kept 
up, the poſt would foon ſurrender ; he 
therefore cauſed it to be attacked, and 
our ſoldiers having taken away the door 
to light a fire within, the officer who com- 
manded below being wounded, and not 
able to reſiſt the firing which was level- 
led through the door-way, was made 
priſoner. There were ſeven grenadiers 
on the top of the pigeon-houſe, who 
were ſummoned to ſurrender, but who 
thought themſelves too well poſted to 
fabmit ſo ſoon ; they therefore replied 
that they would not yield till the pears 
were ripe, as they were capable enough 
of holding their poſt; and accordingly . 
kept a conſtant fire upon the enemy, till 
the prince of Wirtemberg retired and 
left the place covgred with dead. 
The Chevalier Clairac mentions an 


affair which happened to him in 1743, 


£ M | ng 
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no feſs worthy the attention of young 
officers. When he was cg, watts 
ſome people in the upper. palatinate of 
Bavaria, he perceived that he was fol- 
lowed by a party of huſſars and pandours 
who might attack him. Having exami- 
ned the different avenues of the village 


of Vurz where he was, he blocked them 
up with trunks of trees ladders, and 


waggons with one or two Wheels taken 
off each of them; he likewiſe raiſed @_ 
banquette. along the wall of the church- 
yard, where he placed his dditeſtics and 


the people who followed Kim; looking 
upon the church, which he hag: pierced 


with loop-holes, as his citadnz and the 
ſteeple as his laſt retreat. Tw- o houſes 
almoſt touched this melofure, and being 
built on low ground, "the top of the wall 


was not higher than that which ſegve ed 


Kim for a parapet; he would not open 


theſe houſes, but to preſerve a dommu- 


nication, prevent - being Plunged down 
wiper hos enemy's fire, arid to ſecure 
his flanks, he made a ſoft of By idge from 


the top of his intrenehment to che roofs 
| * 9 and 1 


wing barricadoed 
. the 


- 
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floors, he fixed his guards, but theſe pre- 
cautions were uſlcleſs, for- the huſſars 
tired with watching him, fell back up- 
on cheir army, and Monſieur Clairac 
purſued his journey to Tirzchenrait. 
heile examples ſhew what reſources 
men of genius can find an their courage, 

: arkyts what length the defence of an 
intkenchèd houſe may be carried 'by 
5 eoplebf determined bravery. 

«3 "Ms I hay greeommended cha 3 
ſlohes i in heads to throw from the walls 
upon up Gewy, and have alledged that 

the gefence of a poſt does not depend 

LS. upaff che ſoldiers, who are deſtined for 

_— * ſexvice, but. upon the officer who 
"or mands, FT fhall give the following ex- 
ample in proof of my opinion. 3 
the month of September 1761. 

a Alexander Campbell 

of the 88th regiment with 10 men un- 

der his command, Was pitched on to de- 
fend the remarkable poſt near Caſſel i in 

Heſſe, called the Hercules. Monſieur 

Moziere the celebrated partiaan and en- 

een * W Braglio! $ arm, with 

| ſix 
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62 hundred infantry and four 8 | 
of cavalry, arviyed in thi £ncighbourhpod | 
of the- poſt the morning ofthe 22d, and 
having beat a parley, ſurrounded and 
carried off the two men Sho were ſent 
out to receive the meſſage. After have 
ing examined them ſeperately, he cauſ- 
ed a detachment, under ever of his 
muſquetry from 4 hill that was oppoſite 
to the principa] palſage, to adv nee And 2 
mount the ſtair, three men ab K c 
they did fo flowly and | 
To terruption, that the „ele Aan of about 
55 2 hundred ſteps was full 6f men, when 
Captain Campbell, (who had made an 
excellent diſpoſition for the defence of 
all the parts of bis poſt) having ſame 
ehoſen men at each fide of him, waited 
to receive thoſe who adyanced firſt up- 
on their bayonets, and firing at the me 
time, gave che ſignal for the reſt to throw: 
over large ſtones which he had collected 
and difpoſec for that purpoſe; which 
made ſuch havoc, that Mofieur Roziere, 
3 ſtartled at the unexpected reception, and 
| - deſpairing of ſucceſs, wiſhed to get his 
. 4 kx _ Captain Campbell ſeeing the 
Ho 5 * 
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deſtruction of che enemy without a mam 
of his being hurt, and that he could re- 


new the reception as often as they choſe: 
to repeat the attempt, was elated with 


his ſucceſs and encouraging his men, 


| when he happened to move from the 
wall that covered. him, and received a: 
muſquet ſhot from the oppoſite hill, 
which entered a little below the left 
temple and came out at the ſame diſ- 
tance below the right, upon which he 
fell, and the party beat the chamade and: 


ſurrendered. After two hours poſſeſſion. 


the French retired, carrying off the pri- 
ſoners and leaving Captain Campbell, 
whom they thought dead, to be ſaved: 
by our troops wha ſoon took poſſeſſion 
again, and ſent. him to be recovered, and. 
to diſplay new merits in his profeſſion. 


Vege tius very particularly recommends; 


the collecting of ſtones to throw over: 
the walls, and J am certain that nothing 
better can be done againſt an. eſcalade; 


though. they ſhould have ſome long. 


forked ſticks to- paſs through the. loop- 
Holes and. overſet- the ladders, while they: 


ſhower down. tiles, ſlates, ſtones, aſhes,, 
M. 3 and 


1 * 
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and lime, as well as the rafters from 


Above. | 5 


If the enemy rake cannon to force 


the poſt, I do not ſee how'it can be re- 
 fiſted, unleſs the houſe is low, and they 
cannot range round the intrenchments, 
as every ſhot can make a large opening 
in bad built houſes, and may cruſh the 
beſieged. The only means then to ſhun 


being maſſacred is to capitulate, or to ruſh 
out briſkly upon the enemy when they 
leaſt expect it. The firſt eis not reſolved 


upon but when the honours of war can 
be obtained, Which! is to march out with 
drums beating to return to the army 
with a proper eſcort. But if this capi- 


tulation cannot be obtained, the beſieged 


have nothing left conſiſtent with true 


bravery, but to ruſh out ſword in hand, 


and cut their way through the enemy. 


The heceffity of conquering changes the 


brave man into the determined ſoldier, 


which gives, him the means, of retir- 


5 ing tg the army or ſome neighbouring 
poſt. 


It was by a manceuvre of this kind, 


15 that Marſhal Saxe ſaved himſelf at Crach- | 


nitz 
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nitz a village i in Poland, where a party 
of eight hundred horſe had a deſign to 
carry him off with eighteen men that 
were his attendants. The prince, after 
having reſiſted a long time in the cham 
bers of the inn where he was, and ſeeing 
he could hold out no longer, ruſhed out 
upon them in the night ſword in hand, 
fell upon one of the guard who did not 
expect it, run him through the body, and 
retired to Sandomir where Be had a Sax- 
on garriſon. | . 
If a poſt is to be abandoned when it 
can be no longer held, and you are go- 
ing to make the ſally, you ſhould con- 
tinue to fire with ſpirit, taking away the 


| barricadoes from the door through which 


you are to paſs with as little noiſe as. 
poſſible: When they are -affembled, the 
whole party ſhould go out cloſe together, 
ruſhing with their bayonets to the place 
the officer thinks the leaſt guarded. 


Jou pught never, fays Mr. Folard, to 


wait for day to execute theſe fallies which 
cannot ſucceed but in a dark night, by 
which you eaſily conceal from the ene- 
op the road you have taken, for which 
reaſon 
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reaſon. you ſhould not fire, but open to 
yourſelves a paſſage ſword in hand, leſt 
-the enemy come where they hear the 
noiſe. 
The Baron de Travers ſays, that not 
to be met by the enemy we ſhould take 
the contrary way to. that he expects us 
to take, and which it appears we ought 
to take: a ſmall party can hide them-. 
ſelves every where, and as it is not com- 
mon to ſearch places on the enemy's ſide, 
there they are moſt ſecure, and may paſs; 
the day, to. take another road under fa- 
vour of che night. 
Officers ſhould be attentive to diſtin- 
guiſh between the true and falſe attacks, 
and not deſpair when beat from their 


urſt intrenchments. The defence of poſts. 


are ſo eaſy, that I am ſurpriſed they do. 


1 not hold out longer than they commonly 


do. There wants. only reſolution. and: 
vigilance, taking every advantage of tbe 
ground, aud perſuading the ſoldiers that 
nothing but the moſt manifeſt Baſeneſs 
can let the enemy penetrate, The exam 
ple of Cremona, ſurpriſed by Prince Eu- 
gene in 1702, will remain a proof to, 
__ poſterity 


% 
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poſterity of what determined bravery 
can do; and ſhew, that though an ene- 
my is maſter of half the ramparts, and 
part of the town, he is not t maſter of the 
whole. 

Prince Eugene, 3 formed the de- 
fign of ſurpriſing this town, which was 
defended by a garrifon of French and I. 
riſh, got ſome. thouſand Auſtrian ſoldi- 
ers admitted ata ſecret paſſage by a prieſt. 
Theſe troops ſeized the two gates, and a 
great part of the town; the garriſon bu- 
ricd in fleep were waked by the aſſault, 
and obliged to fight in their fhirts ; but 
by the excellent manceuvres of the offi-- 
eers, and reſolute bravery of the men, 
they repulſed the Imperialiſts from ſquare 
to ſquare, from ſtreet to ſtreet, andoblig= 
ed Prince Eugene to abandon the part 
of the town and ramparts of which he 
had been in poſſeſſion. 

What then can be the reafon they do 
not defend poſts and villages as well now= 
a-days, efpecially. when they have ſecur= 
eck a retreat fit for making a good de- 
fence, or obtaining an honourable cap. 
erp ele ſeems to * trom their. 

not 


* 


134 MILITARY INSTRUCTIONS 


not applying enough to know the cauſes 
of the, misfortunes they fall into, and be- 
ing unacquainted with what has hap- 
pened to thoſe who have gone before. 
The people whos. attack, have nathing 
ſupernatural in them, and are not dif- 
ferent from thoſe who are attacked. 
They may judge From what I have 
ſaid, that nothing is more g caly.; ; and the 


his reputation, who 5 E from ſtu- 
dy to make uſe of his talents, may, like 
© LEoNaDas, defend the paſs of Thermo- 
pylæ with three hundred men againſt a 
| whole army, and chooſe rather (as a mo- 
dern philofopher ſays) to periſh nobly, 
than be guilty of cowardice. In ͤ every 
poſt, he can ſupply the want delt force by 
ſtratagems. | | 
Poſts have often reſiſted the firſt and 
greateſt efforts of the aſſailants, and have 
yielded or been abandoned to fubſequent 
attacks, though much leſs ſpirited . How 

comes this? It is owing to an officer's 
not daring to abandon his . poſt at the 
_ firſt attack: he repulſes the enemy, be- 
Aue if forced, they will be put to the 
ford 
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Word with. their whole party; but when 
the enemy comes back, he thinks he 
has nothing to reproach himſelf with. 
having defended it for ſome time, ſo re- 
tires, or ſurrenders. Since he could re- 
pulſe the enemy when in good order and | 
quite freſh, how much more eafy and 4 
leſs to be dreaded when they return 1 | 

raſſed with fatigue. 

Is not the great cauſe of miſcondu@t 
among military men, the want of en- 
couragement to excite emulation? An 
officer who is not protected, who is ne- 
ver ſure of the leaſt favour, neglects him 
ſelf, and takes leſs trouble to acquire 

glory, rarely heard of, though merited 
by the braveſt actions, than to enjoy the 
tranquillity of an ordinary reputation. 15 
It is not expected that am officer who 
is placed in a poſt, ſhould ſeek to en- 
gage; but that he ſhould ſteadily reſiſt 
When he is preſſed, and die rather than WT, 
abandon. his intrenchment. | 

Hiſtorians have been very filent about 
poſts being.well defended, though the 
leſſons to be drawn from them may be 
more generally inſtructive, and as agree- 

able 
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able to be read, as thoſe left us of the beſt 


_ *. Fortified places of a ſtate. We are aſto- 


niſhed at the account of a hundred thous 
ſand men periſhing before Oſtend in 
1604, and their general, the Archduke 
Albert, with the ruins of his army, not 
making himſelf maſter of it, till after a 
three years ſiege : nor is our wonder leſs 
to ſee Charles the XII. of Sweden in the 
year 1713, with ſeven or eight officers 
and ſome domeſtics, defend himſelf in a 
houſe of wood near Bender, againſt 
ewenty thouſand Turks and Tartars. 
Several hiſtorians mention the defence 
of this houſe becauſe it was done by a 
_ crowned head; but brave actions, who- 
ever are the authors, ſhould never be 
buried in oblivion, as they excite emu» 
lation, and are full of inſtruction. 


E 
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Or the Attack of Poſts. 


. 


HOUGH cke taking of a poſt is al- 


ways difficult when you have to 


do with peaple who know how to defend 


it.; nevertheleſs, you may ſucceed in at- 


tacking them by ſurpriſe and ſtratagem. 
We ought never to form a ſcheme for 
an attack upon ſimple ſpeculation, be- 
cauſe from reaſoning we often think 
things are feaſible, which we find impoſ- 
fible in the execution. When you intend 
to undertake. an action of this kind, you 
ought to form a juſt idea of it, by exa- 
mining all the branches ſeparately, and 
the different means you can uſe, ſo that 
by comparing .them together, you may 
ſee if they concur, and anſwer to the ge- 
neral purpoſe ; and laſtly, you are to take 
ſuch meaſures as may in a manner ren- 
der you certain of ſucceſs before, you 
„ > 
"a8 it is not the practice of the army 
to chooſea particular officer for the at- 

: MW -- tack 
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tack of an intrenched poſt if he does not 
offer himſelf, ſo an officer ſhould not 
embark in ſuch an enterpriſe, without 
having examined the means of fucceed- 
ing, and being capable of ſhewing the 
general a plan of what he has projected, 
to ſee if he will conſent to the execution 
of it. If the general approves the plan, 
he muſt beg leave to. go to reconnoitre” 
the poſt with a man or two, "that he may 
take his meaſures more juſtly for the 
execution of it. I fay that he ought to 
aſk permiſſion to go and reconnoitre the 
pot, that he may be owned and en 
in caſe he is taken priſoner. 

When he has been to reconnoitre, as 
is directed in Chap. X. and has got eve- 
ry neceſſai y information, he ſhould go 
to give the general an account of his 
diſcoveries, receive his laſt orders for the 
attack, for the ſoldiers of his party, and 
for thofe who are to e to nn 
Km. N ü 
Tue choice of men that are to 9 up- 
on the attack of a poſt, is ſo much the 
more eſſential, as the ſucceſs of the en- 
terpriſe depends on it. None but volun- 
7 e 7 | _ teers 
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teers of determined bravery ought to 
be taken, men who are not ſtupid, and 
have no colds upon them; becanſe he 
who does not attend to the orders of his 
officer, runs on with blind zeal; and he 
who coughs or ſpits, may diſcover the 
| party to the -cnemy's centries, and cauſe 
the beſt concerted ſcheme to fail. As 
to thoſe who are to ſupport them, they 
may be taken according to their rank 
in the guard or detachment, as the ge 
neral judges proper. 

The diſpoſition for an attack muſt ge- 
pend on the diſcoveries. that are made, 
ſo as not to be obliged to return in the 
- midſt of the execution. The men being 

choſen, they muſt be inſpected, to ſee 
that nothing is wanted which can contri- 
bute to their ſucceſs; becauſe, if the 
poſt is fortified with an intrenchment of 
earth or faſcines, the two firſt ranks 
ſhould be provided with ſpades and pick- 
axes beſide their arms; if fraiſed or pa- 
liſladoed, they muſt likewiſe have hatch- 
ets; and if covered with TONER * 

muſt have ladders. 


ood 3 The 
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Tho men ſhould be in their waiſtcoats, 
to be leis-conſtrained. Tf they propoſe to 
make one or two true, and as many falſe 
attacks, ſo many platoons muſt be forn- 
ed of the choſen party, as they are to: 
make true ones, and the fuſtaining par- 
ty to make the falſe attacks, fo as to di- 
vide the enemy and ſhare their fire. A 
man muſt be placed at the head of each 
platoon, who is capable of commanding. 
them, and if poſſtble, the ſame who had 
been. employed before to make diſcove- 
ries, as he may more eaſily guide the di- 
vifion. The orders which ſhould be gi- 
ven to thoſe leaders, are to march toge=. 
ther to the place where they are to ſeparate, 
and then each to go to the ſpot which 
is appointed for them, in the neighbour-. 
hood of the poſt, and wait there, with 
their bellies on the ground, for the ſig- 
nal to N into the Aten and ſcale me 
poſt.” 

If 700 are to be condugte by ſpies 
or guides, they ſhould be examined a- 
bout every thing that can be of 'uſt, be- 
fore they are employed; eſpecially-about 


| Thy. road by which they propoſe to con- 
duct 
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duct you. The reaſon. of this is, becauſe: 
we often ſee ſimple people animated with 
the hope of gain, imagine they can eaſi- 
ly: lead a party, when they have only a 
great deal of good: will; but if you find. 
in thoſe who offer, all the neceffary qua- 
lities, you muſt immediately fecure them. 
to you as much as poſſible, by making, 
them dread the deſtruction of their hou- 
ſes, and pillaging their goods, if they 
lead the party into a ſnare; you may 
likewiſe aſk. their wives and children as 
pledges of their fidelity, and the moment 
of ſetting out, place them between the 
corporals of the firſt rank, tied with a 
fmall chain; which precaution: is the 
more eſſential, as. traitors have often been 
known, on pretence of conducting a par- 
ty to ſeize a poſt, to have led them where 
they have had their theoats cut in the 
middle of the night, and have diſappear - 
ed at the very moment of its execution. 
If you make your guides hope for a re- 

compence proportioned. to their ſervices: 
on one ſide; on the other, you muſt make: 
chem fear the + puniſhment if oy 
3 ba . 
wh N 3 The: 
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The night being the moſt proper time 
to march to the attack of a poſt, you 
ſhould ſet out ſoon enough to be ready 
to make the attack an hour or two be- 

fore day. Care muſt be taken that it is 
not moon- light. when you propoſe mak 
ing the attack; the ſoldiers + ought to 

march two and two, with the leaſt noiſe 
poſſible, eſpecially when paſſing between 
the enemies centries: you muſt likewiſe 
recommend to them, neither to ſpeak, 
ſpit, or ſmoke. The detachments muſt 
get as oppoſite as poſſible to the fſaliene- 
angles - of the intrenchment, as it is pro- 
bable that they will be the leaſt defended. 
by the enemy's muſketry. If a, patrole 
of. the enemy comes while you are on 
your march, or ambuſhed. in the envi- 
rons, you need not be alarmed, nor make 
the leaſt motion which may make the 
enterpriſe fail, but remain concealed in 
the profoundeſt filence, that the patroles 
may paſs without perceiving any thing, 

and afterwards purſue your deſign. 

If the poſt which you want to carry 
is a_redoubt with a dry ditch: and para- 
per of earth, your two firſt ranks muſt 

have 


he 
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have ſpades: and pick-axes, with their 
arms flung, and on the fignal being gi- 
ven, jump into the diteh together; I ſay. 
together, becauſe it ought to be a gene- 
ral maxim in attacking a poſt, to' ſtrike. 
all at once. When the firſt rank have 
jumped down, the ſecond muſt ſtop a 
moment, that they may not fall upon 
the ſhoulders or bayonets of the firſt. 
The two firſt ranks having got into the 
ditch, they ſhould immediately run to 
fap the angles ofthe ſcarp, and the pa- 
rapet of the redoubt, to facilitate the 
mounting of the reſt of the party; the 
leaders of each diviſion ſhould obferve 
at the ſame time, that the ſoldiers who 
remain armed- with their firelocks, and 
who have likewife leaped into the - ditch, 
do not interrupt thofe who are demos 
ljſhing the ſcarpof the redoubt, but pro- 

ret them by preſenting their bayonets 
to the right and left, and be ready to re- 
pulſe any of the enemy that n to | 


be placed in the ditels 


f the parapet is fraiſed, they ſhould 
break as many of the fraiſes-with- hatch- 
ets as is neceſſary. to let the men paſs. 
++ 4 7 ; When 
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When the breach is made, the workers 
ſhould drop their working tools, and 
taking their arms from the ſlings, mount 
up with fixed bayonets, and ruſh upon 
the enemy huzzaing. 
When you march to attack a redoubt 
or ſuch poſt, where the enemy have a - 
connection with more conſiderable poſts, 
the commanding officer ſhould charge 
on that ſide, ſo as to cut off the commu- 
nication. People who ſee themſelves briſk-. 
ly attacked without hope of ſuccour or 
retreat, will very ſoon beg for quarter. 
When the ſcarps and parapets are of 
ſtone, they can only be carried by ſcal- 
ing, but you may ſucceed by being briſk 
in ſurrounding and ſuſtaining the attack. 
An officer who is to attack a poſt of this: 
kind, ſhould take care that his ladders: 
are rather too long than too ſhort, and 
to give them in charge only to the ſtout- 
eſt of the detachment. The ſoldiers 
fhould carry theſe ladders with the left 
arm paſſed through the ſecond ſtep, tak - 
ing care to hold them upright at their 
ſides, and very. ſhort below, that they. 
may not diſlocate their ſhoulders in leaps 
ing into the ditch. 8 be: = 
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The firſt ranks of each diviſion pro- 
vided with ladders, ſhould: ſet out with 
the reſt at the fignal, marching reſolute- 
ly with their fireloeks flung at their backs. 
to jump into the ditch. When they are 
arrived, they thould' apply their ladders. 
againſt. the parapet, obferving to place 
them towards the ſalient angles rather 
than the middle of the curtain, becauſe 
the enemy have lefs force there. They 
muſt take care to place the ladders with-. 
in a foot of each other, and not to give 
them too much nor too little ſlope, ſo as. 
they may. be: overrurned or broke with. 
the weight of ſoldiers ne W 
them. 

The ladders being applied; e who: 
have carried them, and they who come 
after, ſhould mount up and 'ruſh upon. 
the enemy fword'in hand; If he who. 
goes firſt, happens to be overturned, the 
next ſhould take care not to be drawn 
down by his comrade; but on the con- 
trary, help him to paſs between two lad- 
ders, and immediately mount himſelf, ſo 
as not to give the enemy time to load 
Ws piece 828 ; * 
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As the ſoldiers who mount che firſt 
may be eaſily tumbled over, and their 
fall may cauſe the attack to fail, it would 
perhaps be right to protect their breaſts 
with the fore - parts of light cuiraſſes, be- 
cauſe if they can penetrate, the reſt may 
eaſily follow. Some people may perhaps 
treat this as an unneceflary precaution ; 
but is it better to leave the whole to be 
knocked on the head in the ditch, or to 
carry it with lafery, and the leaſt dan- 
"= » 

The ſucceſs of an gh by ſcaling is 
infallible, if they mount the four ſides at 
once, and take care to ſhower a number - 
of grenades among the enemy, eſpecial- 5 
ly when ſupported by ſome grenadiers 
and piquets, who ſhare the attention and 
fire of the enemy. 

During the fiege of Caſſel, under the 
Count de la Lippe, in the campaign of 
1762, a young engineer undertook to 
carry one of the outworks, with a much 
ſmaller detachment than one which had 
Been repulſed, and fucceeded with eaſe, 
from the uſe of grenades ;, which is a 


proof that grenades ought not to be ne- 
glefted, 
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glected, either in the attack or defence © 


of poſts. 

If the ditch of a poſt is led with, wa - 
ter, and but middle deep, that ſhou d not + 
hinder you from jumping into the ditch - 
to attack, in the manner that has been 
mentioned; but if there is a greater quan- 
tity, and you cannot paſs, the ſoldiers of 
each platoon ſhould carry faſcines, or 
faggots of fmall branches well bound, 
and made as large as poſſible, to fill up 
the ditch, and make a kind of ford, ſo 
as to get at the parapet, either to 9 0 
liſh or ſcale it. 

Many ways of filling up the ditch, re- 
commended by different authors, might 
be mentioned; but the faſcines are pre- 
ferable to them all, as the ſoldiers can 
eaſily carry them before them, march 
quicker, and make uſe of them as a de- 
fence againſt muſketry, and reaching 
chem from hand to Ae foon. make a 
2 0 el . 

If the een of the polt are de- 
ended by chevaux de friſe, the firſt and 
ſecond rank of each platoon muſt break - 
them down with hatchets, or whth iron 

4548, . 
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greplings tied to ropes, they may pull 
them to them, and ſeparate them. If it 
is —_— of felled trees, you muſt 
have faſcines thrown againſt the points, 
or upon the branches, upon which the 
foldiers can eaſily paſs. If there are two 
-or three rows, you may burn. them with 
dry faſcines lighted at one end, and 
thrown in the middle row. In caſe of 


5 trying this laſt ſcheme, the ſoldiers muſt 


retire to a little diſtance after-throwing 
the faſcines, that the enemy may not ſee 
40 fire at them by the light of the fire, 
but place themſelves ſo that they can 
fire upon any who may attempt to ex- 
tinguiſh it. If there are chauſſe-traps, 
they muſt be ſwept away, by dragging 
2 tree or two oyer the ground where 
they are ſcattered. 

In the attack of detached buildings, 
you mult ſeize the approaches, and ſtrive 
to ſcale them; to get on the top, and 
cruſh the people who are below, with 
the tiles or ſlates; but if the enemy has 
uncovered the houſe, you muſt throw 
as many grenades as you can in at the 
windows and doors; or dry faſcines, with 
1 a lighicd 
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Uebe faggots dipped in roſin; or fre- 
balls, to endeavour to ſet fire to them, 

and ſmoke them out. If the weather is 
windy, you ſhould profit by it to ſet fire 
to the houſe, and try to ſhut up the 
loop-holes which the enemy have pierc- 
ed near the ground, with bags of earth, 
ſo as to ſap the corners. If you have 
eme cannon, you may ſhorten the ce- 
remony, by planting them againſt the 
angles of the poſt. If you have none, 
you may ſucceſsfully ſuſpend a large 
beam by a rope, to three bars placed in 
a triangle, in imitation. of the Roman 
batteging ram; this beam puſhed violehts * 
ly mt the walls, will ſoon make a 

breach; z, but you muſt obſerve, in ſuf. 
pending it, to do it in a dark night, fo 
that the enemy cannot” prevent it, b 

firing at the ſoldiers Kho are employed 
in the work. If it is glorious to get Gut 
with honour on ſuch an attack, it is not 
leſs ſo, to make it ſo as to coſt but, few 
| people. The blood of the ſoldiers Whore. 
cious, and cannot be to much prized, 
and an able chief will negle& no means 
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The comparing of two examples will 
ſhow the importance of what is ad- 
vanced. , 

During the two ſieges of Barcelona, 
by Monſieur de Vendome i in 1697, and 


Monſieur de Berwick in 1713. The firſt 


of theſe generals cauſed: the convent of 
Capuchins, ſituated out of the place, to 
be attacked ſword in hand by ſeveral de- 
tachments of infantry, and carried it in 
three hours, with the loſs of ſeventeen 
hundred men. Marſhal Berwick cauſed 
the ſame convent to be attacked in the 
year 1713. They were equally intrench- 
ed, and reckoning to make him pay as 
dear as Monſieur de Vendome had done; 
but this general having opened a ſort of 
trench before the convent, they not ex- 
pecting to be attacked in form, ſurren- 


dered at diſcretion, after having held it 


twenty four hours. The reader is left to 

judge which example te follow. - 
Tou ſhould prepare for the attack of 
age or ſuch like poſt of large extent, 
as has been directed in the chapter for 
detached poſts; but as theſe. ſort of at- 
tacks re always N difficult than o- 
* | E 
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tiers, on account of the multiplicity of 
ſchemes they have to encounter at every: 
ſtep, an officer fhould: not march there- 
till he is acquainted with the ſtrength of 
the intrenchments. ; the ſituation: of the f 4 
ſmaller poſts; the obſtacles to be met = 
with in every ſtreet or ſquare; and even | f 
what terms the inhabitants are- on with: ( 
the ſoldiers of the garriſon.. : DB 
If an officer takes his information from: 1 
country people, he ſhould enquire in ſuch- 
a ſeemingly careleſs. manner, that they 
may not diſcover his deſign to the ene- 
my, and they take meaſures to prevent 
him: he muſt likewiſe endeavour to be 
well affured of the reports of the pea-- 
ſants, by comparing them with thoſe of- 
the deſerters, and with what he has diſ- 
covered himſelf. When he is well in-- 
formed of the ſituation of the enemy, he- 
ſhould then make his diſpoſitions: for the 
attack, and obſerve to mention to thoſe. 
who are to command the different pla- 
toons, all that they ought to do, either 
in real or falſe attacks. The real attacks 
ſhould be made in places that appear in- 
acceſſible, becauſe the enemy ny to- 
Oz the. 
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guarded there. He may likewiſe attack 
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- 


the difficulty of acceſs, are always leſs 


the houſes ſituated at the entrance of 
ſtreets, becauſe when they are once gain 
ed, it is eaſy to pierce the walls that ſe- 
parate the Wage ud whence they can 


ans eruſh the enemy with ſtones, and 


gs + chem to fly co their laſt intrench- : 
m . n 


In an enemy's country be you - 
would not ſpare, it is eaſy, by ſetting: fre 
to the four corners of the village, to 
force the beſieged to ſurrender; but, be- 
ſide its being inhuman to uſe means 


which tend to the devaſtation of a coun · 


the ſoldiers who ſtrays: aſſaſſinate the ſut· 
lers, hinder every peaſunt from carrying 


try, it is very dangerous to drive the in- 
habitants to deſpair, becauſe they then 
fly into "the woody gather in parties, 
ſcatter themſelves every where, murder 


proviſions to camp, and deſtroy an ar- 


4 
. & 

r 

— * 


my. We have ſeen. ſays. Monſieur Fo- 
lard, during, the war of 1688, that fif- 


teen hundred Barbets of the valley of St. 


Martin, kept forty battalions of our 


froope in awe in the ** of Pragelas, 
: wher ce 


w# > 
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vhere the Ciſone runs, in the bottom 
between two very high mountains of 
very difficult acceſs, which each guard- 
ed on their fide, Theſe mountaineers 
deſcended ſometimes when they believ- 
ed our convoys were in the. country, 
and attacked them. They were ſcarcely 
ten or twelve men, while we had entire 
corbs. . 
It is very evident from this example, 5 
b may be the effects of gaining con- 
ſiderable poſts by ſetting fire to them, 
and how much better it is to carry them 
by briſk attacks. An officer who com- 
mands an expedition of this nature, 
ought to take care how he confines him 
ſelf to a ſingle attack; the falſe frequent- 
ly becoming true ones, he ſhould know 
the ſucceſs of each, ſo as not to have 
people killed uſeleſsly. to gain a paſſage 
on one fide, While it is. open on the 
-other. ” 
When the aflhilants! have penetrated: | 
into the village, the commanders of each 
divifion ought to take care to leave ſmall* 
detachments at all the churches and 
Mares, they find; to ſtand firm and ſuſ- 
0 8 | _ tain. 
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rain the main body in cafe they are row” 

pulſed. You muſt watch very carefully | 
that the ſoldiers do not withdraw to pil- 

lage the houſes of the inhabitants, as 
whole detachments have been drove from 
towns. and villages where they had' pe- 
.netrated, from EY nen _ ”_ 
caution. 

Three days after the uepriſe of . 
mona in 1702, ſome Germans were 
found in the cellars where they had got 
drunk, and were aſtoniſhed when they 
were told that they muſt quit theſe a- 
gBreeable retreats. An officer who would 
hun a diforder ſo fatal, ſhould forbid his. 
foldfers to ſtir from his party on pain of 
death, and by placing a ferjeant in the 
rear of each dFifion, take. care that ne 
- oe: falls behind. „ 22'S 

If you find cavalry drawn up in the: 
ſquares or open places, the affailants 
mould remain firm at the entrance of 
the ſtreets that meet there, while fome 
go uſ to the houſes that are at the cor- 
ners, and fire upon them om the win- 
dos: if this cauſes any diſorder among 
50 wg ſhould be charged witch fixed 
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bayonets to make them ſurrender. If the 
interior part of the village is defended 
with cannon, you ſhould march quickly + 
to the place where they are, and take 
them. or nail them up, or turn them a- 
gainſt the enemy or principal poſt of the 
village 
It may be judged by what has oak oY 
faid on the taking of poſts, that though _ 
theſe actions are difficult, they arg not 
impoſſible, when the means that are to be 
employed are properly connected. The 
methods are eaſy to imagine, and yet we 
rarely ſee examples of theſe actions, be- 
eauſe there is not ſufficient application 
given to this part of war, which to ſuc- 
ceed in, requires great ſenſe and courage, 
2 quick and ſubtle fancy, much bold - 
neſs, readineſs in executing, and cautiy ; 
ous foreſight. 1 
Polybius in his ſcrenth W gives 
an account of an attack full of inſtruc- 
tion for officers, for which reaſon the de- 
tail of the whole circumſtances ſhall be 
taken from that work. The blockade of 
Sardis by Antiochus the Great, fays he, 
had aide two years hen Lagoras of 
Crete, #þ 


as 


2 
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Erete, a man of extenſive knowledge in 
war, put an end to it in the following 
manner. He conſidered that the ſtrong- 
eſt places are often taken with the - great» 
eſt cafe, from the negligence of the be- 
fieged, who truſting. to the natural or 
artificial fortifications of their town, are 
at no pains: to guard it. He knew like- - 
wiſe that towns are often taken at the 
ſtrongeft places, from their being per- 
ſuaded that the enemy will not attempt 
to attack them there. Upon theſe conſi- 
derations, though he knew. that Sardis : / 
was looked on as a place that could not 
be taken by aſſault, and that hunger on- 
ly could make them open their gates, yet 
3 he hoped to ſucceed. The greatneſs of 
| __ the difficulties only encreaſed his zeal to 
contrive a means of carrying the town. 
_ _ Having perceived that a part of the 
wall which joined the citadel to the 
ton was not guarded, he formed the 
defign of ſurpriſing it at that place; he 
obſerved that this walk was built on the 
top of a rock which was extremely high 
and ſteep, at the foot of which, as into 
- n abyſs, che prople: of the town threw. 
** | down 
| * ; \ 


© * g 


2 their dead hor- 
cath "abi burthen, at which 
P at numbers of vultures and o- 


er carnivorous birds aſſembled daily to 
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feed, and after having filled themſelves, 


they never failed to reſt upon the top of 


the rock or wall, which made our re- 
tan imagine that this place was neglect- 


ed, and without any guard upon it. 


On this thought, he went to the place | 
at night, and examined with care how 
he could approach it, and where he ought | 


to place his ladders. Having found a 
place proper for his purpoſe, he acquaint- 


ed the king with his diſcovery and de- 
| ſign; and the king, delighted with the 
project, adviſed Lagoras to purſue it, and 


granted him two other officers whom he 
aſked for, and who appeared to him to. 
have all the neceſſary qualities for 1 215 
ing him in this ſcheme. 

The three having conſulted. TIP 
they only waited one night, at the end: 
of which there was no moon; which be- 


ing come, they choſe fifteen of the ſtouteſt 


and braveſt men of the army to carry the 


ladders, to 2 walls, and run the | 


fame 


* 
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ſame riſk that they did. They likewiſe 
took thirty others to place in ambuſh in 
the ditch, and to afliſt thoſe who ſcaled 
the wall to break down a gate into which 
they were to enter. The king was to 
make two thouſand men follew them, 
and favour the enterpriſe by marching. 
the reſt of the army to the oppoſite ſide 
of the town. Every thing being prepar- 
ed for the execution, Lagoras and his. 
people approached. ſoftly. with their lad- 
ders, and having ſcaled the rock, they; 
came to the gate which was near them, 
and having broke it, let in the two thou-. 
fand men, who cut the throats of all they; 
met, and ſet fire to the houſes, ſo that the- 
town was pillaged and ruined inaninſtant.. 
Young officers who read this account, 
ought to-refle&on this attack. The at» 
tention of Lagoras, who went himſelf to 
examine the places proper for fixing the 
ladders; his diſcernment in the choice 
of the officers and ſoldiers. who were to 
ſupport him; and the harmony of the. 
whole mcans.that were employed on the 
occaſion, afford very excellent lefloas for 
any officers who ma attempt ſuch an at- 


tack. 19 Though 


von OFFICERS. 159 


Though ſuch ſtupendous rocks may 
be thought inacceſſible by the beſieged, 
yet this is a proof that no place is inac- 
ceſſible when they have to do with ſuch 


penetrating geniuſes as Antiochus' s en- 


gineer Lagoras. 

That part of the military gene which 
comprehends the taking of poſts, is little 
capable of being treated methodfcally. 


The underſtanding of every officer, and 


the occaſions which chance produces, is 
what commonly gives room for the exe- 


cution of theſe ſort of actions. War is a 
buſineſs. of ſchemes and projects, and 


there are numberleſs precautions which 


eſcape the foreſight of men who carry it 
on, which a kilful enemy can obſerve, 


ing on a knowledge of the true ſituation + 


and which furniſh occaſions of making 


fine ſtrokes. Hiſtory contains many ſuch 
examples, which are only rare now-a- 


days, becauſe they do not ſtudy this part 
ſufficiently, for which an elevated geni- 
us, and a combination of means, depend- 


of the enemy, whom we ſhould always 
reconnoitre ourſelxea, are G 


char. 
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 BoaPar 2E in war is an l 
attack by ſuddenly aſſaulting the 
enemy when he leaſt expects it. The 
ways of practiſing them are infinite, for 
all the ſchemes that imagination has in- 
vented to make the enemy fall into ſome 
ſnare, are ſo many ſur prizes, with ſuch 
anextenſive variety of circumſtances, that 
it has never been poſſible to give a com- 
pleat detail of them, notwithſtanding all 
the lights that have been thrown on the 
ſubject by many excellent authors who 
have undertaken to treat this matter fun- 

damentally. 1 8 

We may refer all ts of ſuctprizes 
to two kinds; the one is, by means. of 
, ambuſcades to attack the enemy on his 
march, which we ſhall treat of in the 
next chapter; the other, by making 
4 ſudden irruptions into the poſts of the 
e and 3 the by open force, 
2 1 which 

1 
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which we ſhall treat of at preſent ;. 
but that I may not exceed the bounds 
I have preſcribed to myſelf, I ſhall only 
ſtop to mention the moſt advantageous 
circumſtances which ought to be taken, 
| me the ſureſt means that can be employ- c 
ed to ſucceed; eſtabliſning for a gene- 
ral maxim, that we ought never to at- 
tempt to ſurprize a poſt of the enemy, 
without being well informed of his ſitu- 
ation, ſtrength, and manner of doing 
duty, three eſſential points the * 
ledge of which is indiſpenſable. © +, 
All the environs that have any rela- 
tion to the place the enemy occupie muſt 
be known; ; on what ſide lie the av mes, 
moraſſes, rivers, bridges, heights, woods, 
and all covered places that are in the 
neighbourhood, without which it is ſcarce 
1 pofible to regulate approaches” er | 
ly. It is equally neceſſary to know flear- 
ly the number and kind of troops with 
which he poſſeſſes the poſt, that you may 
not attack bim With pſunwient force. 
It is likewiſe neceſſary to knoc if tl 
enemy is careful or remiſs in carrying 
; Phe knowledge of theſe 
Circum- 
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eircuniliugcas Wotributes - infinitely to | 


form a project of ſurpriſe well, and to 
conduct the whole expertly, - 

I ſhall ſpeał firſt of ſuch as may be ex- 
ined by ſmall parties, and where they 
need not have recourſe to very exten- 
ſive means for ſueceſs, and then proceed 
with ſuch as may be executed by the 
corps of a partiſan, according to the ar- 
enen we Have given. „ 


bes, ſays exery general has his own ; 

thay. are ſuch. as time and place erb 

which ought Dc to be neglected. 
are many pes pleywho pretend 


chat We. 8 if, ſuece: d by what means 
t his is not agreeable to 
© dts] e ho treat of the rights. of 


_ moral in ſome” that he relate 
there ares others where good fait 
a greatneſs of ſoul ſhine forth with RY 
While chere Are ſome again, where the 
moſt remarkable treachery and the 
Elleſt means have be } looked. e As. 
ba inefſes * a KilfuP a | 8 ö 
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Monſicuf Folard, in ſpeaking of tra- 


that every thing is lawful in war, and 


If all ſchemes are thought e- 


For OrrricERs. *.--%.  TTh, 


oF % hope it is unneceſſary for me to 
N fngke: any remarks on this head, as 1 
8 truſt That the pleas of honour and hu- 
nanity will. always bave their full force 
with every officer in the Britiſh army. 
The fame author ſays that this part 
of war (ſtratagems) has not been nee 
- Fundamentally, though it were to be 5 
7 wiſhed that theſe works were often read 
and meditated bn by people of the pro- 
: feſſion · This ſort of reading appears the 
more neceſfary, that beſide being amu- 
- fing, it is the more ſtrüctive, as by not 5 
being ignorant of ſtratagems, they know 
2 how to defeat them, or to make uſe f 
them upon oecaſon, To which I ſhajl 
add, that we are not to imaging that 
theſe occaſions are very ſcarce; they pre- 
Tent themſelves daily though they are 
not phrecived,- becauſe they are not at- 
tended to, or thought of after they are 
paſſed Nothing however contributes 
more to the reputatio e an officer than 
theſe ſort of ; "erg but as Vegetius ſays, 
| ul n Ou | ta fortune, 
and profit ol the occaſions that N „ 
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Among E ſurpriſals of poſts which 
may be executed by . ſmall parties under 


one officer, there are ſome to which they 
are invited by the eaſe in the execution, | 
others by the cloſeſt attention in obſer- 
ving the enemy. It is unneceſſary to 


repeat what has been faid already of the 
|  PFecautions-to bew taken when going to 


attack a poſt; it is ſufficient to know, 


. 


that as the difordering one wheel renders. 


the whole machine uſcleſs, ſo we ought 
to examine with all poſlible attention, 
every mean that is go be employed for 
facceeding in our ſchemes. | However 


brave the officers. of our army are, we 
are not to expect them all equally ca- 
pable of embarking in fuch enterprizes, 
* and great diſcerament in the choice of 
ſoldiers, they muſt have a perfect know- 

ledge of the country, and be able to ſpeak 
the language. Few officers . all 
theſe requiſites 5 ay 


54 


iti impoſſible to Saane certain 3 


on the ſubject, becaufe among a thou- 
ſand means vhich chance offers, there 


are 
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efide being of impenetrable fecrecy 
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are rarely two alike. The quickneſs of 


a coneealed march upon a diſtant poſt- 
negligently guarded; a thick fog which 
prevents being ſeen; a river where there 


3s a ford the enemy is ignorant of; an: 
aqueduct; a ſubterranean paſſage; a Hol- 
low road which is not guarded; a fro 


zen rivulet; a blocked up paſſage; a ſe- 
cret. correſpondence ; a fair or market 


day, and diſguiſes of every kind, are the 


different ſtratagemis that may be uſed as 
occaſion offers, and by which we may 
-promiſe ourſelves fucceſs, though they: 
Have been frequently employer. 

It muſt be obſerved, that there are 
1 with which it is impoſſible to 


ſucceed without a proper force to ſuſtain 
them. A town or village for example, 
' where we are i troduced by a ſecret cor 


reſpondence, cannot be carried without 


being well ſeconded. The only means 


of managing the ſurpriſe of poſts well,. 


is to have for a maxim to divide your 
Force inſtantly, to ſeize the caſtle, church, 


church-yard, or public ſquares. It has. 
heen ſaid, that troops ſo divided can act 
but weakly, and run a riſk of being de- 

%% ᷑ ̃ũ 8 
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_  feated feparately; but by making | 
ny detachments. as. the enemy has. poſts, 
in the diſmay: cauſed. by ſurpriſe, it is 

- _ eaſy to carry theſe poſts, before they who 
defend them have time to diſpute them, 
or even look round them. The enemy 
being likewiſe obliged to divide, and not 
knowing what ſide to prefer, there is al- 
moſt a moral certainty, that ſtupified 
with. noiſe which they hear- all. round, 
me | they are ready.*t0 let their arms drop 
= out of their hands, beſide, the horrors: 
of a dark nights. andthe dread that. can- 
not fail to ſeize a party who are ſur-- 
_ prized, repreſents objects much. greater 
than what they are, ſo that they ima 
7 _ ging they have, to do with a whole army. 
5 | he bad ſucceſs. of the affair at. Cre 


. 
| 
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=” © makes nothing againſt my opinion. 
1 if inſtead. of ſtopping to Make priſoners,. 


= A detachment had gone directly to the 
dt citadel, which ſhould be the way in all 
+ _ theſe kind of actions, it wonld have been 
5 impoſſible for theſe, brave officers who 
dA rove ous the Imp * e hl g 
- fo eden a dene 
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DE M. de Schower did otherwiſe when 
he ſurpriſed Benevar in Spain in 1708, 
and did not fail, He learnt that the Spa- <Y 

niards neglected the guard of an old 1 

caſtle which was at the entrance of the 
place, and marching in the night he took © 
it, and detached ſeveral parties to attack 
the town. Surpriſed with fach a viſit 
they ſought for fafety in flight, and ran 
to take ſhelter in the citadel, but were 
fearcely entered when they were made 
"priſoners. The enemy did not thin 
of the attack being begun where they 
were ſtrongeſt, but it is the beſt way, 
as it is to be preſumed they have divi- 
died their forces to be able to defend 

every where. 5 

4 If theſe events are ſo rare now-a-days, 
it is becauſe they ibs almoſt always in- 

10 oblivion, and the authers do not ob- 
tain any reward; yet what does not the 
man deſerve, who is determined on an. 
action of this nature at the hazard of his 

ie. 
M. Menard, in his kiftory of Niſmes, 
Sives an account of the ſurpriſe of that 
town, which merits. our attention. Ni- 
. 1 5 8 | | „ 
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cholas Calviere called Captain St. Coſme 
having reſolved to make himſelf maſter 
of this place, engaged a miller whoſe 
mill was ſituated within the walls, as 
the ſide of the gate, to file the bars of a 
grate which ſhut up the entry of an a- 
queduct, through whick the water paſ- 
ſed into the town, for ſeveral nights, to 
put wax on the filed places to conceal 
them in the day, and to receive a hun- 
dred armed men into his mill, while a 
more conſiderable body of cavalry and 
infantry ſhould arrive from different 
places to ſuſtain the enterprize. * 

The day for the execution of his pro— 
ject being fixed for the 16th of November 
1569, and proper orders given for the: 
rendezvous of the troops, St. Coſme 
came out of the mH with his party at: 
three o'clook in the morning, and ad- 
vancing to the guard at the gate put them 
to the ſword, and opening the gate let: 
in two hundred horfemen with each a 

foot ſoldier behind him. Theſe troops 
having entered the town, formed ſeve-- 
ral detachments immediately, and one 
went to block up the citadel, while the: 


* 
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reſt ſcattering over che ſquares of the 


place, and ſounding their trumpets, in- 


ſtantly made themſelves maſters of the ; 


town. | 
There are a number of mee 


mentioned in this ſarprize, which con- 


vey a great deal of uſeful inſtruction. 


Captain St. Coſme knew how to profit 
by the negligence of the governor, who 
omitted to guard the entrance of the 
aqueduct; to make a proper choice of 
cayalry for advancing ſo readily with 
the infantry from different quarters; the 

zuſtneſs of the orders to give the troops 


which brought them fifteen leagues 
from Niſmes at the hour and place ap- 
pointed for the rendezvous; the pres 


caution with which he inveſted the ci- 
tadel, to prevent his having to do with 
the garriſon in the ſtreets 3 ; his attention 


in dividing his troops into the different 


quarters of the town and making them 


ſound their trumpets, that the inhabi- 
tants ſhould imagine they wery very nu- 
merous, are ſo many circumſtances which 
contain the moſt uſeful leſſons for offi- 
eers who may be induced to attempt 


— 


ſuch an enterprize. Theres 
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I There are inſtances of ſurprizes ſuc- 
ceeding from fingular addreſs. Captain 
Brachia wanting to make himſelf maſ- 
ter of a tower in the territory of Am- 
e cauſed one of his ſoldiers to diſ- 
guiſe himſelf like a woman; and gave 
"him a baſket in his hand with a fickle. 
This man ſo diſguiſed ran as faſt as he 
could to the tower, pretending to have 
fled from a party of the enemy: the 
guard let him enter and mount a ladder 
to the top of the 1 tower to ſhew the cen- 
try where the enemy was; but he was 
. | ſcarcely-got up, when he clove the, cen» 
try's head with the ſickle, ſeized his arms. 


_. and obliged. thoſe N were oe a- 


bandon the poſt. OI 

It is in this manner 8 the ;mpoſſibi- | 
ty of ſucceeding ſometimes by force, 
ſhould make us attentive to profit by the 
leaſt omiſſion of the enemy; and neceſ- 
. fy is found to be the mother of inven- 
tion in war as well as elſewhere, when 
there is a ſpirit not to be diſcouraged. 
The diſproportion of forces, ſays Mon- 
| fieur Folard, is not always in the num- 
Perz but frequently. the capacity of the 
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one, oppoſed to the ignorance. or negli- 4 
_ gence of the other. | 
It is only they who have a great ore I 
of glory, and whoſe valour is never daunt- 
ed by danger, who know how to reduce 
the enemy by ſtratagem, and ' ſeize the 
_ otcaſions which fortune preſents, - Guſ- 
tavus Vaſa ſceing the ſea frozen, made 
his ſoldiers paſs, m the middle of the 
night, to reduce the Daniſh navy to 
aſhes which was near tockholm, going 
to encreaſe the power "of tyrants, and 3 
deſpair of the People. It wereendleſs to 
| ſeek to give the detail of the many ſtra- 
tagems that have ſucceeded; but the in- 
ſtance that have been . with what 
has been ſaid leading to it, may ſerve to 
give hints to detached „ 
The active corps of the partiſan, with- 
out truſting to the ſtratagems that others 5 
| have: ſucceeded by, muſt find other re- 
ſources than thoſe; againſt which people 
are ſo prepared now-a-days 3 and as the 
- ſurpriſing of the enemy is the great buſi- 
£ neſs of the partiſan, in carrying on the 
Petite Guerre, he muſt ſee what can ye 
* elfted by his hardineſs and activity. 
T7 | | 
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The expedient which appears to be 


the moſt. proper for an officer who has 


four hundred infantry under his com- 


mand, and is certain that the garriſon is 
only two hundred, (for ſurpriſes ſhould 
be always attempted with a double force) 
is to chooſe very bad weather ; the ſtrong 
winds, for example, and fogs in winter, 
or the ſtorms and tempeſts in ſummer, 


When after exceſſive heats, violent winds 


riſe ſuddenly, and agitate the air. 
When you , have meditated ſuch a 


ſcheme, then is the time to put a part of 


your infantry i in covered waggons, which 


ſhould be kept ready for the purpoſe, 


The whole party to be provided with 
dog-ſkin covers for their gun-locks and 


- cartouch-boxes, to take off readily when 
there is occaſion; and the reſt of the in- 


to be mounted behind part of the 


ou Both parties to aſſemble at ſome 
place a league diſtant from that which 
you would ſurpriſe, and there to ſtop 3 


when, if you fee the bad weather diſſi- 


pating, you mult retire till another oc- 


cafion. If you renew it ten times, you 


need not ws al 3 ſtrong place deſcryes : 


R 


, 
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this trouble; the blow is too honourable 
and too important to Iooſe courage, and 
ſucceſs will over- pay every fatigue. 

But on the coftrary, if the ſtorm 
Forms, and the wind increaſes, direct 
your approaches in ſuch a manner, that 
you may always have the wind on your 
back, becauſe if you have it in your face, 
the enemy's centries can look forward 
and diſcover you; and likewiſe if it is in 


your face, your horſes cannot be made 


to advance without a great deal of trou- 
ble. Theſe precautions being taken, you 
advance more quickly as the ſtorm en- 
creaſes, the horſes and waggons going 
with great ſpeed before the wind. You 
need de in no uneaſinefs about the ene- 


my's centries ſeeing you, or hearing the 


noiſe of your march, becauſe the ſeveri- 
ty” of the weather obliges them to enter 
their boxes, and turn their backs to the 
wind, to ſave their eyes from the duſt 
and ſharpneſs of the air. | 

At 300 paces from the place, the boot 
and part of the cavalry ſhould diſmount 
and fix their bayonets, the reſt of the ca- 


yy to remain with the waggons near 


We. 


g 2 {ome 


i 
g 


$94 MitiTany  InsTRVUCTIONS | 


ſome trees or houſes, the waggons turn» 
ed for a retreat. Divide your infantry 
into five detachments,” and inſtantly run 
at a great rate, keeping your men as cloſe 
as poſſible, and paſſing the barrier and 
gates, ſeize all the centries and the guard 
without firing or making the leaſt noiſe, 
which may be executed with an extreme 
quickneſs, to be acquired by practice. 
| While the firſt detachment ſeize the gate 
and all the centries of i its environs, the 
reſt muſt run rapidly into the town. 
One muſt go quickly to ſeize the main 
guard; another to ſeize the governor or 
commanding officer; the fourth, which 
fhould be the ſtrongeſt, ſhould fly to the 
caſerns or mens barracks, to ſeize their 
arms; the fifth to remain in the ſtreet 
near the gate for a corps de reſerve. 
Every detachment muſt be conducted 
by priſoners made at enterin ag. and or- 
ders ſent with all- ſpeed, to cauſe half 
the cavalry to advance and patrole the 
ſtreets, as the infantry get forward. 
As this kind of ſurprize can ſucceed 


only under favour of a ſtorm, which a 
rarely continues any time, it is evident 
; Fw, 3 that 
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that the maren and execution muſt be 
conducted with inexpreſſible ſwiftneſs, 


and the orders be- perfectly underſtood: _ 
It is true that rain is inconvenient for 


the infantry, whoſe feet flip on clay- 
ground; but they muſt do their beſt, 
and frequently it is found that the roads 
which are moſt. uſed, are not chere fore 
the moſt ſlippery. 

If it happens that you are perceived- 
in taking poſſeſſion of the gate, and they 


take the alarm, you muſt quickly divide 


your party into two wings, mounting 


; Ro on the rampart, the one to the 


ht, the other to. thę left, and ſeizing 
| e loaded cannon," turn them upon the 
town, and at the ſame time ſummon the 
garriſon to ſurrender. If you happen to 
fail, and are obliged to retire, you do 
not riſk much while the garriſon are: 
fewer in number, as they will not care: 
to moleſt your retreat. 5 
There may be a reluctance in attempt- 
ing ſuch a ſurprize; it may appear to- 
be hazardous and raſh, and a conduct 
too nice not to deſpair of ſucceſs: bur 
Mr. Jeney ſays that experience convinces 
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him of the validity of the means propoſ-. 


ed, ahd relates what happened to. him. 
. UPON two occaſions, to. prove that the- 


"cold eaſt winds or ſtorms are the moſt 
proper times for attempting furpriſes, 
Being at the head, of thirty huſſars, 
ſays he, and willing to ſhun a ſtorm which 
was gathering behind us, I puſhed to get 
to a place which was well fortified and 
occupied by, a numerous garriſon: the- 


wind was ſtrong, and. Epaſſed: the bar- 


riere and, all the gates with my horſes: 
which made a great noiſe, without any- 
centry either ſeeing or. hearing; and 


2 35 though F-called:to the firſt guard to de- 
dlare myſelf, no one perceived me. I 


croſſed the whole town without ſecing a 


ſoul in the ſtreet, and hurrying to an inn 


in the other ſuburbs, E went. out at the 
gallop, and ſaw only the centry at the 


laſt barriere, to whom I anſwered with-. 


* 
out our comprehending one another; ne- 
vertheleis the rain had not begun to fall, 
but the wind was violent. I experienced: 


the ſame during the winter, when the. 


eaſt-wind was very proper to facilitate 


ue . of a fortiſied town or poſt. 


"I 


* | 728 
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On Chriſtmas night, 1757, J called thro” 
the country of Hanover with eighty- 
| horſe between two guard of the enemy 
without being perceived. I marched over 
the middle of a plain when the night 
was clear, with a violent eaſt wind, 
which preyented any centry from turn- 
ing his head to look at me, and I went. 
_ quietly to carry off horſes in the rear of. 


their army. The following night at my | 


return, I. paſſed- two different poſts of 


our army; the one guarded by a party 


of huſſars, the other by a regiment of 
dragoons, without being ſeen but by one 


centry. in. the middle of the dragoon poſt, 


who durſt not challenge, becauſe it was : 


no longer time, Paving: Pee. the firſt 
une 


You. may, likewiſe rake the advantage. | 


of bad weather. to ſcale all ſorts of poſts 


ſürrounded with walls, as towns, abbeys, 


caſtles, &c. to do which, you muſt ap- 
proach i in the dark, and ſeize the mo- 
menttof a great ſquall, or when a cold 


oaſt wind obliges the garriſon to take 


9 


ſhelter from the rigour of the ſeaſon: 
then there is no one upon the ramparts, 


na and. 
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and the centries turn their backs to the 
wind, or remain in their boxes, while 
your people are warm with marching, 
and animated with the hopes of ſucceſs. - 
You need not be apprehenſive of the ene 
my ſeeing you if you advance on the ſide 
next the wind to place your ladders, be- 
eauſe the centries will cover their faces, 
and bend down their heads to ſave them 
from cold. f 

The time of a thick fog is not leſs. 

favourable for approaching and forcing 
an intrenched poſt, When the fog is 
low, the infantry ſhould ereep on all-fours, 
tbe better to conceal them from the ene- 
my centries. 'Thefe fort of ſurpriſes are 
the leaſt dangerous, you run ſcarcely any. 

riſk;- bat if you cauſe ſome falſe attacks, 
the garriſon will not fail to run to arms, 
and ſometimes make you pay dear * 
failing. 2 | 

When you le füspriſe the enemy 

in a village, farm, monaſtry, or fome 
place detached from the army, you ſhould 
divide your party into two bodies, each 
compoſed of cavalry and infantry; the 
one to take che enemy in the rear, the 

VVV other 
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otlier in front, taking care to s ſome 


waggons to follow, which may earry off 


the wounded in caſe of need. You muſt 


calculate exactly the time it will take the 
firſt detachment to go round the enemy. 


The two commanders ſhould agree on a 
word for rallying, and the time of mak-- 
ing the attack, which ſhould be in the 
night, eſpecially if the poſt is ſo diſtant . 


from the army that they can receive no 
affiſtance, for in that caſe the time is fa- 


vourable till day-break. They muſt re- 


gulate their departure according to the 
diſtance they have to go; and the de- 


tachment which goes round the enemy, 


ought to take no more infantry than can 


be carried behind the horſemen. This 


detachment having got round, ſhould. 


form about a quarter of a league from 


the poſt, and a hundred paces out of the 
road. . : 7 


When the other detachment : has ar- 


rived within a quarter of a league of the 
poſt, your cavalry-ſhould form out of 
the road with the waggons and drums 


near them, who are not to advance till 


den minutes after the departure of the 


| infantry 


aw \ 
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mfantry, who muſt advance towards the: 
fires of the enemy, ſtooping as much as: 


** poſſible. They mult take care to conceal 


themſelves from patroles, as has been di- 
rected, and when they ſee them paſſed 
or entered the poſt, the infantry mvſt: 
hurry on to gain the village, and clear 
the entry by which the cavalry. muſt paſs, 
in caſe it has been barricadoed with wag- 
gons. You muſt run rapidly to the place 
where you ſee the fires lighted, and make 
as many detachments as you ſee fires, im 
order to ſurpriſe the whole at once. 

The cavalry who followed ſlowly, muſt: 
Inſtantly join to the noiſe of your arms: 
and. cries. their trumpets. and drums, ad- 
vancing with all ſpeed, and leaving only- 
a non-commiſſioned. officer with ſome. 
horſemen: near the waggons. The de- 
tachment which is advancedion the other 
ſide of the village to turn the enemy, 
on hearing the alarm, muſt immediately 

advance, ſounding trumpets, beating 
drums, and attacking all who would: 
fave themſelves- on that ſide. You may 
rely on it as certain, that the enemy ſee+- 
bog all his 3 ſurrounded by your 
K _ Infantryy 
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infantry ſcattered in the village, and hear- 
ing the march of different bodies of 
foot and horſe who arrive on all ſides, 
will not delay to ſurrender, or: ſeek to: 
_ fave himſelf by a diſorderly flight; it 
will be eaſy then for your cavalry to fall. 
upon. the flying and ſtop them. The 
party ſhould. be forbid: to purſue the e- 
nemy more than a quarter of a league 
in the night, but no purſuit at all ſhould' 
be attempted, if it is in an encloſed: 
country. | 
The poſt. being =" the booty "mi 
priſoners. ſhould be ſent. off immediately - 
under he care of the infantry, putting 
the wounded in waggons, or on the hor-. 
fes that are taken, the cavalry making- 
both the front and rear guard, and tak- 
ing care to have the laſt the ſtrongeſt. 
When the enemy's: poſt. is ten leagues or 
more diſtant from yours, it is certain 
that they will have leſs diſtruſt, and be 
more eaſily ſurpriſed. In that caſe the: 
infantry, with a lieutenant and twenty 
horfemen; fhould ſtop at. half way, con- 
cealed in a wood. or farm, ee con- 
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The commanding officer ſhould leave 


this place at the head of the reſt of the 


cavalry, and if he finds that he cannot 


arrive that night, he muſt cauſe them to 
carry refreſhments. He muſt likewiſe 
take an intelligent guide from thence, to 


whom he muſt not communicate his 


- deſign, till they have gone ſome way on 
the road towards the enemy. He muſt 


accompany his declaration with promiſes 
and threats, aſſuring him that he will 
generouſly reward his zeal and fidelity "HS 
but will kill him or ſet his village on fire, 


if he attempts to deceive or run away. 


At ſome little diſtance from the place, 
you muſt quit the road on the right or 


left, and be conducted to another which 


leads to ſome height the moſt conveni- 
ent for paſſing a league on one fide of 


the enemy's poſt. In bad winter weather 


you need not keep at ſuch a diſtance, be- 
cauſe there is leſs. riſk of a any 
one in the country. | 
When you get as far-as the poſt, you 
muſt move obliquely to the road which 


leads from the enemy's army, and by 


which you. muſt, advance to attack the 
poſt, 
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poſt. If it happens that for want of 
roads, the guide muſt conduct you over 
fields and meadows, it is of little conſe- 
quence provided that the rout is con- 
formable to the deſign. . | 
A genius for war has ſometimes puſh= 
ed boldneſs ſo far as to ſurpriſe the wings 
of an army, encamped on a level coun- 
try, on a plain uncovered on all ſides. 
This ſort of ſurprife is a temerity that is 
fcarce to be imitated. The danger is 
great, and the retreat of ſo ſmall a corps 
as that of a partiſan, runs always the riſk 
of a total defeat, unleſs it happens in the 
middle of a dark night, which can con- 
deal your approach or your flight; but 
it likewiſe expoſes you to'take ſome very 
dangerous fteps in the dark; to wander 
from your route, and to diſperſe your 
people; for which reaſons I would ne- 
ver adviſe any one to try ſuch fortune. 
The caſe is very different when the 
enemy's camp extendMitito a mountain- 
ous country, covered with woods to ſe- 
cure your retreat; for then, with the aſ - 
ſiſtance of a good guide gained by mo- 
ney or promiſes, you may be conducted 
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In the night into woods, and ſecure your - 
approaches by gullies and by=ways, _ 
You muſt take great care in coming 
out of the wood that you do not come 
upon ſome poſt in the front of the wing 
you want to ſurpriſe; becauſe, in that 
caſe, you muſt leave a detachment of in- 
fantry at the paſſage. While your cavalry 
advance to get round their advanced poſt, 
another detachment of cavalry and in- 
fantry muſt place themſelves oppoſite to 
the flanks of the poſt. You muſt then 
Fall briſkly upon the wing of the camp 
with cavalry alone, and at the fame in- 
= Kant, the detachment left on the flanks 
muſt attack the poſt with the infantry. 
 Mooping as they advance; and in the at- 
x tack, both ſhould ſet up a moſt frightful 
-- cry to alarm the whole army. 
4 As it is certain that the piquet of the 
army will not delay to run to their aſſiſt- 
ance, you muſt inſtantly ſeize and carry 
off whomſoever yu meet, officers, ſol- 
diers, or their horſes, and every thing 
von can take away, making hafte to re- 
gain the paſſage. The cavalry thould'go 
Arſt 3 booty and priſoners, the 
infantry 
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infantry making the rear guard till they 
are out of the wood, and then take the 
front. You muit endeavour to make at 
leaſt half the retreat that night, and be 

ſure that the enemy does not follow you 
in the night, leſt you be taken in flank. 
There ts no time more precious for a 
partiſan, or that merits ſo much atten- 
tion, as that of a battle, when every one 
is attentive to the great firing which 
they hear on all ſides; to the manceu- 
vres of the armies that are engaging ; to 
the deciſion of an affair of the greateſt 
importance, upon which the fate of each 
depends. It is then that he can employ 
is {kill to the greateſt advantage: ſtrike 
the ſevereſt blow that is poſſible ;- cauſe 
the ruin of the enemy; pillage the quar- 
ters of their generals; carry off their e- 
quipages; defeat their guards; ſet fire 
to their camp; and ſpread an alarm over 
all, which may contribute to the defeat 

of the army. 

But meaſures muſt be taken to exe- 
cute ſo great, ſo brilliant a project, with 
ſucceſs ; and it ſhould not be engaged in, 
till after * prudentiy regulated the 
R deſign 
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defign on three principal circumſtances ; : 
viz. the ſituation of the enemy's camp; 
the means of approaching it; and the 
hour of engaging. When the encmy's 
camp is in the middle of a great plain, or 
on a height with an extenſive view on 
all fides, it is certain that one cannot ap- 
proach without being ſeen at a diſtance ;_ 
and in that caſe, prudence will put a ſtop 
to zeal, and prevent raſhneſs from at- 
tempting impoſfibilities ; but when their 
poſition extends over a country covered 
with mountains, woods, or villages, the 
occaſion is more favourable, and may al- 
moſt inſure ſucceſs. wh 

It is then very advantageous for a par- 
tiſan to be perfectly acquainted with the 
ſituation of places that are in front of 
his army; cſpecially when he foreſees 
that the enemy will ſooner or later come 
to encamp there. What aſſiſtance would 
it not give for the direction of his pro- 
ject, if he knew how to take a plan of 
that part of the country which he pro- 
poſes to invade before hand? Then, 
without the weak and dangerous aſſiſt- 
ance of ſpies and deſerters, he can. by 
5 * 
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his own proper knowledge think of eve- 
ry means for executing a defign, which 
ought. to be regulated and conducted 
with impenetrable ſecrecy, 

When he perceives by the motions ; of 
Ka armies that they are on the eve of 
an action, he muſt not delay to acquaint- 
the general with his project. If he con- 
ſents, he will regulate the reſt, and the 
time of departure, according to the ad- 
vices which he receives 

As. theſe ſort of expeditions cannot 
be made but by long circuits, they muſt 
take the time neceſſary for the march. 
In the campaign of 1757, the D:.ke of 
Richlieu cauſed his army to advance 
near Zelle to attack our army, and ſent 
a partiſan. with a hundred horſe to the 
rear of the camp the day before, who 
having made a march of twenty-two: 
leagues, arrived without any accident; 3 
but the prudence of the prince of Brunſ- 
wick defeated his deſign, and left him to 
admire his retreat; nevertheleſs, they 
picked up ſome Rragglers * and. 
ane 
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Among the meaſures that ought to be 
taken to ſecure the blow, and ſtrike it 
more effectually, it ſhould not be forgot 
to diſtribute cockades like the enemy's 
to all the cavalry, and to give a ſtick of 
ſix feet long to twenty of each detach- 
ment, with a bit of torch fixed on the 
end, and covered with a little dry ſtraw 
or hemp, to kindle inſtantix. 

The whole party to ſet out from the 

camp A, (Plate IX.) marching under the 
conduct of a good guide by covered ways, 
at a diſtance from the enemy. Being come 
to the place C, which ought to be in the 
environs, and as high as the field of bat- 
tle, the infantry thould' be concealed out 
of the road far from the fight of paſſen- 
gers. This muſt be the centre of cor- 
reſpondence with the army ;; the rendez- 
vous of the booty; and ſupport the re- 
treat of all the cavalry, of which there 
ſhould be as many detachments formed 
as you propoſe to make attacks. We 
Hall ſuppoſe ſix of a hundred men each, 
and they muſt go ſecretly by particular 
routes to their refpective poſts E, D, F, 
G, H, I. Neither trouble nor expence 
| | fthoult 
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fhould be ſpared to procure good guides. | 
Each detachment ſhould lie in ambuſh. 


half a league, if neceſſary, from the ob- 
ject of the attack, BEKKK. 

The noiſe of the muſquetry of the ar- 
mies to be the ſignal for their frruption ; 
and then bravery, intrepidity, and cou- 
rage will give wings to your people. 
The ſecond detachment D will glance 
imperceptibly between the villages, and 
fall like thunder upon the camp B; and 
while eighty attack all whom they meer, 
the other twenty ſhould light their 
torches at the fires that are to be found 
every where, and. ſpread the flames ra- 
pidly to the ſtraw of the tents. As they 
cannot fail to have the piquet of the 


eamp ſoon at their heels, they muſt . 


ftrike their blow with all poſſible quick-- 


neſs without ſtopping to plunder ; 3 being 


content with the glory of having ex- 
cited a general alarm, capable of con- 
founding the whole army, and contri- 
buting to the gaining of a battle. f 
At the ſame time that the detach- 


ment D attacks the camp B, the others 


th F, G, H, muſt with equal violence: 


* attack 
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attack the villages K, K, K, K, which 
they have in. front, doing the ſame the 


fFrüirſt did in camp, except that they may 


plunder every thing which they can eaſi- 
ly carry off, of the generals. equipages, 
with which. theſe, villages are commonly 
filled; ſeizing the beſt horſes, hamſtring-. 
ing TEES with the ſtroke of a ſword, 
and ſetting fire. to all the places which con- 
tain the enemy's baggage... Each detach- 
ment ſhould cauſe ſome horſemen to ad- 
vance beyond the village, to obſerve the 
motion of the troops. that. will not fail 
to run to their aſſiſtance. As ſoon as. 
they perceive them, they muſt. make 
their retreat as faſt. as poſſible by the 
routes which the commanding officer has: 
premeditated, and which are propoſed to 
be repreſented by the coarſer hatched: 
lines. The ſixth detachment I, in am 
buſh on the fide of the raad leading from 
the camp, ſhopld remain there, to ſeize 
all the enemy who think of ids theme 
ſelves by flight, | 
There is. no danger to be apprehend- 
edi in theſe expeditions, during the criti-. 
l inſtant. while. the Armics are engaged, 
| and 
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and all the. troops a. great way in front 
of the camp, you. meet none. but ſut-- 
lers, ſervants, lame. people, and ſome- 
picquet. guards ſcattered here and. there 
whom you may eaſily defeat. as. they ad- 
vance. The commanding officer ought 
to have an. eye over all, and as ſoon as 
He perceives ſome. bodies of troops ad- 
vancing. upon him, he ought to retreat- 


quickly and at laſt gain the entrance of 


the wood. 

I believe it is eaſy for every. partiſan: 
to regulate his operations. conformable. 
to the ſtrength of his corps, and the en- 
virons of the camp which he propoſes to 


attack, upon the plan which has been 


given. The chief care ſhould. be to de- 
termine properly the ambuſcades of the 
cavalry,, to place them ſo as to ruſh at 
once on the camp and. the. ag of: 
the generals.. _ 725 + 


Each. detachment- + JO the- 


infantry muſt there wait the fate of the: 
battle, ſo that if it. is decided in favour 
of their army, they may ſpeedily regain: 
the propereſt places for harraffing the 
enemy on his retreat. Theſe. moments: 

are: 
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are the more favourable, as diſorder, 
* dread, and noiſe, render all defence im- 
praQticable. But all thefe fort of ſur- 
prifes require places proper to cover ap- 
proaches aud retreats. 

Having mentioned the neceffity of x 
partiſan's being maſter of the languages, 
and the advantage derived from addreſs 
in carrying a poſt by ſurpriſe, the follow- 
ing inftance may ſerve as an Heftration 
of it. | 
In the campaign of 1760, that ex- 
cellent general and true genius of a par- 
tiſan the prince of Brunfwick, was fitu- 
ated at ſome diſtance from Zerenberg, 
at that time in the poſſeſſion of the 
French, and being informed by two Ha- 
noverian officers who had been in the 
town diſguiſed like peaſants, that the ga- 
riſon were very remits in their duty, truſt- 
ing to the vicinity of their army, and the 
diſtance of ours. The prince was reſol- 
ved to ſurpriſe them, and after appoint- 
ing a corps to fuſtain him, he advanced 
in the night with Major Maclean of the 
38th regiment, and two hundred High - 
anders, with bay onets fixed and their 
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arms not loaded, following at a little dif- 
tance. Upon the firſt centry's challeng- 
ing, the prince anſwered in French, and 
the centry ſeeing but two perſons ad- 
vancing, (whom he believed to be 
French,) he had no diftruſt, ſo that the 
major getting up to him, ſtabbed him, 
and prevented his giving the alarm. The 
Highlanders immediately ruſhed in and 


attacked the guard with their bayonets, 


and carried the town, having killed or 
taken the whole garriſon of eight hun- 
dred men. 

The French officer who commanded at 
that time in Zercaberg concerted a ſcheme 
for being amply revenged, which failed 
only by a moſt trivial accident. When al- 
moſt every houſe in Bremen vas filled 
with corn, being the grand magazine, and 
grand hoſpital of our army, this officer 
held a ſeeret eorreſpondence in the town, 
which informed him of the ſtate of the 
garriſon, and that there was a general 
order to let couriers going to the army 
paſs out at all hours. He difpatched a- 
bout twenty huſſars to ſcamper over che 


country, who were all that were heard of 
his 
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his party, while he marched fifreen hun- 
dred infantry from Duſsledorp to Bre- 
men, (about 200 miles,) concealing them 
in woods by day, and marching in the 
night. He arrived at the gate at the ap- 
pointed hour, when a perſon. on horſe- 
back blowing a horn came along the 
ſtreet, and deſired to paſs out to the ar- 
my. The officer of the guard had the 
keys, and happened to be out of the way, 
and while a meſſenger went for him, the 
people without growing impatient, began 
to break down the outer barriere, which 
made the centry fire at the plate where 
be heard the noiſe, and the guard taking 
the alarm, got upon the rampart, and 
hkewiſe- fired at the fame Place, upon 
which the pretended courier galloped 
back, and the French believing that they 
were diſeovered, relinquiſned their ſcheme 

| and retired; | 
This example proves that no diſtance 
is a ſecurity from ſurpriſes, and that very 
conſiderable parties may paſs over a great. 
extent of country without being diſco- 
vered. I cannot omit giving an inſtance 
of that preſence of mind ſo much the 
happineſs. 
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| happineſs of all who poſſeſs it, and more 
particularly of a me an ſo expoſed 
to ſurpriſes. 

In the month of February 1761, when 


Prince Ferdinand beat up the quarters 


of the French, they were obliged to re- 
tire a great way without being able to re- 
fiſt, however, when they came to col- 


left their force, and to recoil upon our 


army, Sir William Erſkine with the 15th 
regiment of light dragoons was in a vil- 
lage in our front. In a very foggy morn- 
ing, ſoon after the patroles reported that 
all was well, Sir William was alarmed by 
his vedettes having ſeen a large body of 
cavalry coming to ſurpriſe him. He 
inftantly mounted his horſe, and ſallied 
out at the head of the picquet of fifty 
men, leaving orders for the regiment to 
follow as faſt as they could mount, with- 
out beating a drum or making any noiſe. 
He attacked their: advanced guard in the 
curſory manner of the light cavalry, and 


continued to do ſo, while his men were 


joining him by tens and twenties, and 
the French cavalry forming to reſiſt an 
attack, till he collected the whole, and 

then 
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French infantry drawn, up with a moraſs 
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chen retired, the ſurgeon of the regi- 


ment (Mr. Elliot) having in the mean 
time carried off the baggage. 
Strokes of this kind diſplay a 8 


ority of genius, and to that alone was 


the preſervation of the regiment owing. 
Had a drum beat to arms, the enemy 
muſt have known that they were unpre- 
pared, and probably would have ruſhed 
in and deſtroyed them; but the attack 
convinced them that they were diſcover- 
ed, and made them think only of their 


_ own preſervation, 


Among many inſtances in the courſe 
of the war, the ſucceſs of this officer 
on another occaſion where he diſplayed 
the moſt ſingular addreſs, likewiſe merits 


our attention. After a repulſe, and a 


march of 72 miles in one day, when 
the men were fatigued, and ſcarcely a 
Horſe able to trot, he ſaw a regiment of 


in their rear. He left his own corps, and 
advancing to the French deſired to ſpeak 
with the commanding officer, whom he 
entreated to ſurrender to prevent their 
being cut to pieces by a large body of 


cavalry 
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Cavalry chat were advancing. The French 
officer defired leave to conſult with his 
officers, which having done, they refuſed 


to ſubmit, but upon Sir William telling 


them that their blood muſt be on their 
own heads, and turning to move off to 
His own corps, they called to him, and 
laying down their arms, ſurrendered to 
His harraſſed troops. 


Such ſtratagems lng the bounds | 


of inſtruction, and no author will pre- 
ſume to propoſe them for imitation. 
Here was the reaching out the hand to 


fortune which Vegetius recommends, but 
there are few who have the requifite ta- 
lents from nature, and we may as pro- 


perly ſay of the ſoldier as the poet n 
citur not fit. 


Io ſurpriſe and enced off ſome gene- 
ral officer, or other conſiderable perſon 
in ſome diſtant place in the rear of the 


enemy's army, you ſhould take only a 
detachment of twelve horſemen,” known 
to be worthy the confidence the com- 


manding officer, and who you can de- 


pend upon will not deſert to betray you. 


Each horſemen ſhould have a double fur- 
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tout with the two ades like two different 
regiments of the enemy, ſo that being 
perceived under one colour, they may 
quickly turn them, and appear again 
under another. This diſguiſe will hinder 
the country people from making a juſt 
report, and agreeing in the rout the par- 
ty have taken. They muſt take great 
care to keep at a diſtance from all roads, 
and not to ſtop but under cover. The 
quarter-maſter muſt take care to procure 
refreſhments from ſome place in the © 
neighbourhood where they muſt pay 
ready money, and not fail to do ſo till 
the blow is ſtruck. 

I ſhall only add one word more on 10 
ſubject of ſurpriſes and ſtratagems for the 
ſeizing of poſts, upon which volumes 
may be wrote, which is, that after hav- 
ing formed the deſign, and examined it 
in all its branches, it is not neceſſary to 
ſtop in the middle of the execution, on 
diſcovering an unforeſeen obſtacle. | 
After i battle of Cannae, Hannibal 
: advanced” to the gates of Rome with a 
deſign to beſiege it; but he was prevent- 
| ae by a great noiſe which he heard in 
| the 
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the aight like people laughing very loud: 
the Romans aſtoniſhed next day at his F 
ß retreat, built a temple which they dedi- | 
J cated Deo rediculo. T 
I ſhall nõt puſh my reflections on the | 
taking poſts by ftratagems any farther, 
becauſe it is eaſy to ſee by the examples | 
that have been met with, that they are _ 
not ſo difficult as is generally imagined, g 
Timorous people who are ſtopped by the 
ſmalleſt difficulties may look upon them 
as impoſfible, and imagine there is ſome- 
thing ſupernatural i in thoſe who ſucceed 
but it is not for them, it is for the men 
of genius, courage, and application to 
Jucge of the methods propoſed. 
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CHAP, XV. 
of Ambuſcades. 


N 3 may be formed. in any 
| place covered by art or nature in. 
which a party may be coneealed to fur- 
priſe the enemy in paſſing, and the pro- 
per ufe of them is, of all the ſtratagems. 
in, war, the beſt calculated to diſplay t the- 

genius, {kill, ſpirit, and addreſs of a par- 
tian. They are. eaſily. carried into exe 
cution in woods, buildings, and hollow 
Places; ; but require a more fertile imagi- 
nation, and greater trouble i in 4. level: 
country. Both ought to be regulated 
by the knowledge of the enemy's, march, 
and the. extraordinary. means that. may 
be employed to ſurpriſe them. 
When a partiſan has. information that. 
Lan be depended on of the march of ſome. 
part of 


the enemy; whether a convoy of 
artillery, gage, or proviſions; a body, 


of recruits, or horſes to remount the ca- 
| valry ; ; an eſcort of a general officer go- 
ing to rejoin, or reconnoitre ſome coun- 
24 | try & 


* 
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try: he ought to apply direfly. 1. to pro- 
eure a ſufficient knowledge of the route 
that the enemy is to take, the ſituation 
of the places he is to paſs, and of the poſt 
he goes to. The better to cover his de- 
ſign, he muſt get information of the 
roads that lead to oppoſite places, which 
he muſt pretend to be attentive about, 
nas has been e in the * of 
reconnoitring.. 

_- Having dad e concern His Maes 
- he ſhould ſet out at the head of his de- 
tachment if poſſible, and. leaving his poſt 
on the fide oppoſite to his true route, the 
better to conceal his deſign. If the place. 


here he intends to plant his ambuſcade 


is not diſtant, he ſhould come into his 
true route about half way, and there 
place half his infantry in ambuſh to fa- 
vour his retreat. But when. the country 
where he propoſes going is diſtant, and: 
the march requires at leaſt two nights, 
he muſt conduct his party by meandring 
from wood to wood, if thegg are any. 
He muſt not forget to provide. neceffarr 
refreſhments for the day, which muſt be 
paſſed iy in ſome-concealed place. where he 
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may not be perceived; and muſt cauſt 

three rations of oats to * carried Tor: | 

each horfe. 

The firſt night you. ut make to. 
ſdome wood or other place proper for paſ— 
fing che day near ſome. rivulet, and, if 

poffible, on the road of your retreat to- 

leave a part of your infantry in ambuſh, 
in cafe there is no other water to paſs: 
till you come to the place of your prin- 
ipal ambufcade ;. for when there is. ſti]E 

'2 river or canal to. paſs, you muſt. con- 

duct rhe infantry. to the paſſage, and! 

"chooſe the moſt convenient ne” to 52 

em! in ambufeade. 

If there is no bridge or ford, the ca- 
valry muftfivim over, in which we ſuppoſe: 
the horſes are practiſed. When there is: 
à ford, half the infantry ſhould paſs. be- 
kind the cavalry, to go along with them. 
In caſe there is a bridge to paſs near the 
village, the officer who is left in this poſt 
with ſome· infantry, ſhould: be enjoined 
to allow tv one peaſant or foldier to leave: 

' NES and for greater fecurity, a ſmall 
detachment of cavalry fliould remain, 
th him, to-ſtop _—_ who may — 
Ma” 4 tos 


— 
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4 run away before the return. of the: 
whole corps, who ought. not. to delay: 
long. If the enemy come in the intervat 
to attack the bridge, it muſt be defend 
ed till the return of the party, that heir 
retreat may not be cut off. 
The following caſe will prove its im- 
portance. The Count Eſterhaſy being, 


detached with three hundred cavalry. to- 


Levy contributions in the environs of Straſ- 


Bourg, left a lieutenant with thirty men 


to guard the bridge at Wolffheim; the 
<Heutenant from ſome motive or other 

quitted his poſt, when happily for the- 
detachment, chance brought Mr. Jeney: 


there with ten chaſſeurs, and he was 
*ſearcely arrived, when he ſaw three large: 


- parties of French huflars, advancing to- 
take poſſeſſion of the paſſage. He had 
only time to throw himſelf with his: 


fmall party in a hurry. into a mill that 
ſeemed to command the bridge, and hav- 


ing made loop-holes through the wall, 
he kept ſuch a conſtant and deadly fire, 
that he diſputed: the paſſage till Count 
Eſterhaſy's detachment hearing the noiſe 
ef the muſketry, came almoſt a league, 
8. ſurpriſed 
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| furpriſed the enemy in the rear, and im 
five minutes took eighty horſes, and ſe-. 


veral priſoners. | 

Every precaution. belies taken to ng: 
he bridge, the commanding officer ſhould. 
be diligent to arrive at the place of am- 
buſcade two hours before the enemy is 


to paſs, and place the ambuſcade on the 
ide he would retire to; never on the 
other fide, if poſſible, leſt the advanced 
guard happen to diſcover yau, and oblige: 
you to repaſs in ſight of the corps, who, 
- ſeeing your ſtrength, may ruſh ** 


you, and drive you back. 
The infantry A [Plate X.] ought t to 
be ambuſhed at leaſt ſix hundred paces 


behind the cavalry B, ſo that if they are 
| purſued, they can fall back to. A, and: 


both afterwards. to the guard. at the 


bridge, or to the n ate are in am 
buſh lat half way. 


If the ee ee is placed i in a 3 


; an intelligent non-commiſſioned officer 
ſhould be choſen: to get upon: a high 
tree C, from whence he can ſee the march 


of che enemy, and give notice of the moſt 


| tial circumſtances: there are three; 


the 
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the firſt is, the ſeeing the advanced guard; 
the ſecond is, the approach of the corps z. 
and the third is, the time when their 
front is advanced as far as the ambuſcade 
B; for which the commanding officer 
Mould inſtruct the obſerver what ſignals | 
he is to make from the top of the tree, 
to communicate the neceflary informa- 
tion without ſpeaking, which may be 
done by the means of a ſmall cord D, of 
_-»brown or green colour, ſo as to be leaſt 
-perceivable. Let this cord be placed as 
in the 'plan, ſo that no branch interrupt 
At, with one end in the hand of the ob- 
ſerver, and the other in the — 
| officer s in the ambuſcade B. 

As ſdon as the advanced: guard apa 
pears, the obſerver. muſt pull the cord, 
and the commanding officer. cauſe the: 
party to mount, and remain in deep ſi- 
Jenee. If by a ſtratagem which is fre- 
quently practiſed for particular reaſons, 
ahe advanced guard is immediately fol- 
'towed by the corps, which may eaſily be 
known by their. being more numerous 
than ordinary, and not followed by any 
Eher EY that you may not be de- 
ceived, 


4 ow 
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| ceived by the enemy, the cord ſhould 
be drawn a ſecond time, and a third time 
when their front is advanced as high as 
the ambuſcade, upon which you muſt 
ruſh out, and pour furiouſly upon the 
flank of their centre in the following 
manner. * 

If the advanced guard E is formed 
only of an ordinary number, they ſhould 


be let paſs, and at the approach of the 


principal party or convoy F, the chief 
to be informed by the ſecond pulling of 


7 the cord. At the moment the ne of 


B, ho cord ai be 158 the chird and 
laſt time, at which ſignal the whole par- 
ty muſt ruſh out without being perceiv- 
ed, and ſuddenly attack the centre upon 
the flank, © engaging only with their 
ſwords, and making ſuch a noiſe as to 

prevent the enemy from hearing the or- 
ders of their officers. They muſt difarm 
all whom their bravery or chance throws 
in their way, taking care not to ſcatter. 
or purſue too far, unleſs you are ſure 
that they are ſo far from their army or 
otber parties that ey: cannot be aflificd; 
tor 


i 
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for in either of theſe caſes, they will. not 


Fail to run at the noiſe, and diſturb your 
retreat. 


In all ſecret expeditions you ought to 


be extremely circumſpect that you may 


not be ſeen or betrayed. If the advanced 
guard diſcovers you before the blow is 
ſtruck, abandon the enterpriſe immedi- 
ately, and retire. When your guide, or 
ſome one of your party deſerts, and'you 
cannot catch them, think immediately 
of-retreating, or placing your ambuſcade 
ſomewhere elſe; therefore, to prevent 


ſuch a misfortune, the officers ſnould be 


charged to examine frequently if they 
have all their people. 


Lou ſhould never form an ambuſcade 
for cutting off the enemy 8 retreat, as 
this manoeuvre will give them an idea 
of rallying, and attacking you in deſpair; 


but the caſe is different when you are 


well informed that you run no riſk in 


ſtopping their whole force, either from 
the nature of the defile where they can- 
not form, or from the ſmallneſs of the 
number which cannot reſiſt. 


* is equally difficult and dangerous 


to 


: 4 % 
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to form ſeveral ambuſcades at · once; che 
more are formed, the more they are ex- 
poſed to be diſcovered, and leſs in a ſtate 
to unite for a retreat; but we except 
| when they are to be employed to ſeize 
foragers, for then it is very proper to 
Form ſeveral, and to diſpoſe them in ſuch: 
A manner that the centries can ſee from 
one to another. Theſe diſpoſitions being 
made, they who chance to be next the 
Foragers muſt ſtrike the blow, while the 
other march to ſecure the retreat' of 
their companions, as ſoon as they per- 
ceive- it. : 

In all ee no centries ſhould 
be placed but officers, or non- commiſ- 
ſioned officers. On downs, behind moun- 
tains, or in gullies, the centries ſhould 
lie w' h their bellies on the ground, and 
th? feet towards the ambuſcade, the 
body covered with a grey or green cloak, 
according to the colour of the ground, 
with their heads alittle raiſed, and wrap- 
ped in a handkerchief of a ſtraw-green 
colour, or white in time of ſnow, ſo as 
not to be perceived. 'The number of cen- 


ou cannot be determined, but ſhould 
; be 
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be diſpoſed ſo as to watch on all ſides of 
the ambuſcade, and ſtop every one who 
from ignorance approaches too ncar. 
The centries ſhould give notice of what 
they diſcover by geſtures, to which all 
the officers ſhould be very attentive. 

In countries where there are no woods, 
vineyards, or hedges, you may place an 
ambuſcade in a field of hemp or corn, 
or ſome ſort of grain, provided it be high 
enough to cover you, at leaſt with the 
help of art. When the ſtalk of the corn, 
&c. is not high enough, you muſt get 
ſome of the infantry to work with ſpades - 
and pick axes, which they muſt have 
brought along with them. 

The commanding officer muſt mark 
out the ground A [Plate XI. ] which they 
are to prepare for an ambuſcade, entering 
at the fide B, and raiſing in the front, and 
at the two flanks, a kind of parapet C, 

made with an inſenſible ſlope outwards, 

covered with corn raiſed from the ſur- 

face of the ambuſcade in form of ſquare 

turfs of a foot thick D. They ſhould be 

ranged and placed one againſt the other 
till they have gained fix feet and a half. 
4 If 


7 


* 
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If the grain is not more than three feet 
high, it is plain, that forming the ſlope 
imperceptibly to a foot and a half high, 
with the earth dug of the ſame depth, 
the grain Which borders the ambuſcade 
will be fix foot and a half from the bot- 
tom, reckoning the thickneſs of the turf, 
which ſerves to ſhew that ſuch a work 
_ ought not to be declined in arable ground 
ſo eafily worked. When the ſoldiers have 
finiſhed the work, a ſubaltern officer muſt 
lead them back to the place deſtined for 
the infantry. 
The ambuſcade being thus made at a 
hundred paces from the road where the 
enemy are to paſs, they ſhould lead the 
horſes into it one after another by the 
_ . bridle, ſo as not to enlarge the entry: 
the horſemen to range themſelves ſtand- 
ing, and holding the bridles in their 
hands, with the reins ſlackened on the 
horſes necks. The officers ſhould be con- 
tinually employed in viſiting the party, 
and waking thoſe who fleep, and be e- 
qually careful to deface all traces of the 
entry, that none may appear near 3 1 
ambuſcade. 


| Ambuſcades 
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- Ambuſcades may be placed advanta- 


* 


geoully in hollow roads when they open 


obliquely behind that of the enemy, as 


the road K, [Plate X.] which enters by 
an acute angle upon the route F of the 
enemy; nor is there greater difficulty in 
concealing themſelves in the gullies of 
ſome rivulet G, [Plate X.] when the 
borders aye of a ſufficient height, or 
have ſhrubs that run parallel with the 
road of the enemy It is extremely dan- 
gerous to fix there when the road of the 
enemy approaches towards, or croſſes 
too near the ambuſcade, as they cannos 
fail to diſcover it. ; 

As theſe gullies are not very large, it 
is necſſary to have a number of ways to 
ruſh out quickly on the enemy: I ſup- 
poſe four, H, H, H, H, by which che 
cavalry can dart out a * the 
enemy N FK. 

k will be proper before placing the 
party, to cauſe the rivulet to be cut 
ſomewhat higher, to give it a new courſe 
I, fo that the horſes feet may be dry in 
the gullies, and make leſs _ and the 
. way they have to go, they will 


3 2 more | 
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more certainly ſucceed. The command- 
ing officer will not fail to diſpoſe them in 
fuch a manner, that the whole can ruſh 
out at once by the four paſſages, and 
pour in great numbers upon the flank of 
the enemy. . : 

In ſuch foie of 1 the com- 
manding officer ſhould himſelf be the 
centry, leaning upon the edge, and co- 
vering himfelf fo that he may ſee. de 
thing without being perceived. 

Ia deſerted villages they may fix an 
ambuſcade in the gardens G, [Plate XI.) 
or in the barns H. The doors fronting 
the enemy muſt be ſhut up, and the paf- 

fages which are marked by ſmall dots 
make ufe of; for it is a general rule in 
all ambuſcades, to ſally forth in ſuch 
manner as to take the enemy ron dp 
behind their front, | 

You ought never to employ bey 
in the ambuſcades I Have been deſcrib- 
ing, where the Cavalry act, unlefs to fa- 
vour their retreat: but when you go at 
hazard, ſeeking to draw the enemy into 
an ambuſcade, then the infantry ſhould 


have their turn. Neither woods, villages, 
nor 
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nor any places which are much covered, 


are proper for them; however unſkilled. 


an enemy may be, he will not follow a 


party on the ſkirts of a foreſt, or in the 
neighbourhood of ſome covered place, 
for which reaſon there are no places fit- 


ter for ſticceeding with ambuſcades of 


infantry, than heaths, hilly countries, 


hollow roads, corn fields, ditches at the 


fade of great cauſeys; provided always. 
that you do not plant them on roads. 
that lead to your army, for then the e- 


nemy will take care how he purſues Ts. 


too far. 

When you. would place an ambuſcade: 
on a heath, or in a country full of little 
hills, your infantry muſt lie down with. 
their bellies on the ground. If there is. 
ſome water near them, ey ſuggeſt to. 


them to wet their cloaths and cover them 


with duſt, to give them the colour of 


the ground; but that this party ſo laid. 


on the ground, may not be cruſhed or 
trod upon by the enemy's horſe When 


hurried along' with violence, they muſt- 


preſerve the flank of the ambuſcade I, 
next the enemy, with a bar K, which. 
Be >; | L 3 | mayy 
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may be made in a hurry with ſome ſtakes. 
drove in the ground, at ten foot from 
one another, and about five or ſix foot 
high, held together by croſs pieces tied 
about five foot from the ground, which 
can be cafily done in the neighbourhood 
of a wood. The time for the infantry to- 
fire, is when the enemy's cavalry, L, paſ- 
ling before the front, ſtretch their flank 
the whole length of the ambuſcade, then 
your cavalry M, muſt quickly face about 
and attack the enemy. Their defeat will 
be ſo. much the more certain, as the fire 
of your infantry happens to have driven 
their ſquadrons into confuſion. 

To ambuſh in the ditch of a great: 
cauſey, you muſt chooſe the deepeſt place, 
and at the edge of a corn field which is: 
pretty high, and there place your people 
ſitting or kneeling. You ſhould collect 
as many {mall round buſhes as poſſi ble, 
which are to be found in plenty in the 
country, which ſhould be planted as if 
naturally, along the ſide of the road in 
front of your party, and beyond the am- 
buſcade on the fide you expect the ene- 
my, and here 2 there ſo open, that the 


enemy 
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enemy being accuſtomed to them may 


paſs without diſtruſt. You ſhould then 
make the corn leam over to cover the 
ambuſcade ; but if there is none near e- 
nough the ditch, you muſt have as ma- 
ny ſquares cut in the manner directed 
above, as will cover the edge of the 
ditch. Some of the corn ſo tranſplanted 
ſhould be beat down, but to appear as if 
done by hail or wind. 

Mr. Jeney ambuſhed” in this manner 
with fifty men, when under the com- 
mand of Captain Palaſti, who advanced 


with his cavalry upon the cauſey leading 


to Straſbourg, and as ſoon as he was per- 
ecived, 400 Bavarian dragoons advanced 
to attaek him > he Wheeled: about, and 
the dragoons believing themſelves maſ- 
ters of the booty, did. not fail to purſue, 
and arrived before the ambuſcade with- 
out ſuſpecting. Mr. Jeney let their front 
paſs, and fired ſuch a deadly fire upon 
their centre, that he bronght to the 
ground ſeventeen killed or wounded; 
at the ſame time, the cavalry who pre- 
tended to fly, faced about and attacked 
the enemy, and would have compleated 

their 
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their defeat, if it had not been for the 
great fupport of cavalry and infantry. 
hurrying out of Straſbourg to ſuſtain 
the dragoons; nevertheleſs he carried off 
more than fifty horſes. 

An officer having placed his er 
in ambuſcade, ought to ſend on the ca- 
valry at day- break, a non-commiſſioned: 
officer with ſix of the beſt mounted horſe- 
men, making the advanced guard: they 
thould advanee as far before the party 
as the commanding officer. can ſee. At: 
ſight of the enemy, they. ſhould: begin to 
retire ſlowly without flying, at leaft till 
the enemy comes to purſue with keen- 
neſs: in that cafe, the advanced guard: 
makes the rear guard, and may drop a: 
few ſhot at the enemy, to harraſs them. 
and draw them on, or make pretended: 
delays to excite them to purſue, till they 
fall by degrees into the ambuſcade. 
When you cannot place your infan- 

try in ambuſh without having a village 
between them and the enemy, the ca- 
valry ſhould not be ſent beyond the vil- 
lage, becauſe the enemy will never ex- 
poſe themſelves to croſs it in following 

ö 2 
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your party, for fear of falling into ſome 
faare : but inſtead of going beyond it, 
- your cavalry ſhould enter the village, and 
demand refreſhment for fifty men, if the 
party are a hundred ; then make three or 
four peaſants carry orders to the magi- 
ſtrates of the villages that are towards 
the enemy, to come to you, and regu- 
late the delivery of waggons and forage, 
or ſome other pretence. The peaſants 
will not fail to acquaint the enemy, and 
to deſcribe your ſtrength and ſituation 
according to what they have heard, and 


the enemy will certainly come with ſu- 


perior force, and that, they may come 
more ſpeedily, they will bring no infag- 


try. 


muſt be careful to let none of the inha- 


bitants leave the place, and ſend conti- 


nually ſome ſtrong patroles to the rear 


on the road of your retreat, and eſpe- 


cially to the paſſages by which they can 
cut off your communication with the 


ambuſcade. Every horſeman holding his 


horſe by the bridle muſt be ready to 


une, ſo that upon the enemy's ap- 
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pearing, you may retire quickly from 
the village, and fall back one after ano- 
ther upon your ambuſcade. 

When a partiſan has no infantry, he 
may form an ambuſcade with cavalry, 
which ſhould be as near as poſſible to 
the enemy. In the night, he ſhould ſend 
out two or three waggons covered with 
white linen, that they may be ſeen at a 
diſtance : care muſt be taken that the 
harneſs be in good order, ſo that no 
troubleſome accident happen by the 
want of attention to it. Each carriage 
to have four horſes, mounted by two 
dragoons diſguiſed like waggoners, with 
their arms in the hands of two or four 
comrades concealed in each waggon, fo. 
that they may. repulſe any Joe they 
chance to fall in with. 

The waggons ſhould go ſlowly on 
ſome road parallel to the front of the e- 
nemy, and paſſing at ſome diſtance from 
their poſt, (for it is not neceſſary that 
they paſs through them) and regulate 
their march ſo, that they may be within. 
half a league of the ambuſcade at day- 
break, and readily perceived by the ene- 

my. 
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my, then let them ſtop while one mounts 
a tree, or ſome height to ſee round them. 
When they perceive the patrole of the 
enemy, they muſt move off, for the o- 
thers will not fail to follow; but if the 
enemy appears not to be inclined to fol- 
low, which the non-commiſſioned officer 
muſt attend to, and make one of the 
drivers ſtop, as if ſomething were the 
matter with his waggon, which will 
draw them on till they fall into the am- 
buſcade. 

Among the thouſand opportunities 
that the different marches of the enemy 
offer for ambuſcades, there is none more 
proper than the retreat of an army which 
decamps to fall back. When a partiſan 
happens to get information of it on the 
eve by good ſpies, he ought to ſet out 
immediately with his whole party, mak- 
ing ſuch a round as has been drawn in 
Plate IX. leaving his infantry in ambuſ- 
cade at half way. 

The cavalry muſt be diligent t. to arrive 
at the place of ambuſcade by day-break, 
which ought to be placed on the route 
that the enemy is to take, and two or 

| three 
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three leagues in the rear of his camp · 

To be more ſecure of his retreat, he 
ſhould leave two or three detachments 
of cavalry between him and his infantry, 
at a good diſtance from one another; the 
remainder to line the road in ſeveral 
ranks parallel to it, and three or four 
hundred paces behind one another, con- 
cealed from the view of paſſengers by 
the favour of hollows, woods, or hills. 

The firſt line being near the road muſt 
take care of ſutlers, equipages, &c. which 
are the forerunners of an army, and the 
firſt to decamp when they are retiring. 
When they ſecure ſome waggons or 
mules, the firſt detachment ſhonld paſs 
them to the ſecond, -and ſo on till they 
come to the infantry. 

Lou muſt haſten to carry off what 
you can for a full quarter of an hour, 
after which you muſt preſs your retreat, 
expecting that the alarm will ſoon paſs 
to the army, and the light troops be in- 
ſtantly at your heels. 


— 
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Of the Retreat, 


VERY march in withdrawing 
from the enemy is called a retreat. 
That which is done in ſight of the ene- 
my, who purſues with a ſuperior force, 
makes my preſent ſubje&t; and is, with 
reaſon, looked upon as the glory of the 
profeſſion. It is a manceuvre the moſt 
delicate, and the propereft to diſplay the 
prudence, genius, courage, and addreſs 
of an officer who commands; the hiſto- 
ries of all ages teſtify it, and hiſtorians 
have never been ſo laviſh of eulogiums 
as on the ſubject of the brilliant retreats 
of their heroes. If it is important, it is 
no leſs difficult to regulate, on account 
of the variety of circumſtances, each of 
which demand different principles, and 
an almoſt endleſs detail. 

The bounds which I have preſcribed 
to myſelf will confine me to the moſt ef. 
U ſential , 
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ſontial: however, I ſhall explain my- 
ſelf in ſuch a manner, that it will be eaſy 
to apply the general to particular caſes. 
The ſuccefs of the retreat depends up- 
on the knowledge of the country that 
is to be paſſed over, and the goodneſs of 
the diſpoſition that is made for the troops 
to defend themſelves. The firſt offers 
advantages, and contributes infinitely to 
the ſeizing them; the ſecond reſtrains 
the ardor of the enemy, and keeps up 
the force of a party to its higheſt * 
Both deſerve to be ſtudied. 17 7 
1ſt, Every officer who commands A 
detachment ought to apply himſelf care- 
fully to reconnoitre every ſtep he takes, 
and examine perfectly every route that 
can conduct him from one place to ano- 
ther; he ſhould obſerve attentively all 
the ſtratagems that can be employed for 
ambuſhing infantry, or poſting cavalry; 
the courſe of rivers, their bridges and 
fords; the roads moſt covered with woods, 
Hills, gullies, and villages; and in a word 
he ſhould know all the advantages, as 
| well as the.dangers that lie in his way. 
At will be eaſy for him to acquire a know» 
ledge 
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ledge of all this, if he will uſe the me- 
thod recommended in Chapter X. With 
the aſſiſtance of ſuch a plan he may re- 
gulate his retreat with eaſe, and put ir 
in practice to advantage, profiting by e- 
very means proper for his defence, or 
ſurprizing the enemy. 55 
2dly, The diſpoſitions that ought to 
be made for a party, to ſuſtain their re- 
treat in the face of the enemy, depends 
upon the number and kind of troops in 
both corps; for they muſt be varied ac- 
cording as they happen to be of cavalry 
or infantry united, or of either ſingly. 
Every forced retreat in conſequence 
of an unfortunate action, would be al- 
moſt impracticable, if it were not pre- 
meditated before you come in preſence. 
of the enemy, or when you are obliged 
to fly by unknown routes. That which 
can be made in a fog, or in the night, 
is eaſieſt, when your rear is ſecured, as. 
| you can eaſily ſlip out of ſight of the e- 
nemy without any difficulty, and they 
will be afraid of following you for fear 
of being ſurpriſed in the dark: we ſhall 
N therefore E of that which is to 
22 be: 


1 
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be made in open day, and under the fire 
of the enemy. 

To conduct it properly, you. muſt ab- 
ſolutely know the ſtrength of the ene- 
my; for it is ſhameful to be the dupe 
of a falſe alarm, and to retreat precipi- 
tately from an ill- founded fear at the ap- 
proach of an inferior enemy. You muſt 
therefore be convinced of his great ſu- 
periority, and know what his party con- 
ſiſts of. 

If they come with a ſtrong eavalry,, 
united to a more numerous infantry than 
yours, you muſt immediately render 
their acting uſeleſs, by hurrying your in- 
fantry as quick as poſſible to retreat to. 
the firſt place where they can lie in am- 
buſh, and ferve the cavalry advantage- 
ouſly, if they can draw on thoſe of the 
enemy, as has been faid i in fpeaking of 
ambuſcades. | 

To conceal from the enemy, and fa. 
vovur the departure of your infantry, you. 
ſhould cauſe your cavalry to advance, 
and pretend as if they, were going to at- 
tack the enemy A, [Plate XII.] your 
party forming 1 in two diviſions B and C. 

| each 


"OR 
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each drawn up in two lines, the ſecond. 
double the firſt, and diſpoſed as in the. 
plan. * 

The diviſion Ci is to retire firſt 100 or 
200 paces, and then fronting the ene- 
my divide into two wings, leaving an. 
interval for the paſſage of the diviſion. 


B, who, in retiring, muſt leave a rear- 


guard at fifty paces, which muſt be di- 
vided into ſeveral parties D, to ſcamper 
about the enemy's front; and in caſe 
they appear deſirous to attack you, your 
ſmall parties muſt keep.a conſtant fire, 
particularly on the ſides that advance 
the moſt; and continue this manœuvre 
till they have joined the divifion C, which 
ſhould. immediately detach ſome ſmall 
parties of the beſt mounted to ſerve 
for a rear- guard, and to harraſs the ene- 
my, till the diviſion B is drawn up an 
hundred paces in the rear, and divided 
into wings, leaving an interval for the 
diviſion C to paſs. through in its turn; 
and continue to manceuvre it in this 
manner, till you draw the enemy's ca- 
valry under the fire of your infantry. 


U 3 | When: 
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When the force of the enemy con- 
fiſts of cavalry alone; your infantry- 
(marked in the plan by dotted right 
angles) you ſhould retire: jointly with 
the cavalry, at leaft if the country does. 
not expoſe you to be ſurrounded by ſome: 
covered place; becauſe in that caſe your 
infantry fhould go. and occupy. that. 
place, and form an ambuſcade. 5 

The reſt of the infantry fhould place 
themſelves in the ſecond line of each di 
viſion, If the enemy approaches the- 
firſt line too near, they ſhould fall light 
ly back upon the two wings of the ſe- 
cond,. opening the centre quickly for 
the infantry, to fire upon the enemy in- 
\ platoons, at the ſame time that your ca- 

valry detach ſeveral ſmall parties to ad- 
vance briſkly to prevent the enemy's 
forming; who were thrown into confu=- 
fion by the fire of the infantry. The 
diviſion which retires will force its march, 
and go to a greater or leſs diſtance ac- 
cording to the purſuit of the enemy. 

« "ME ſuſtaining diviſion muft fall back 

| afterwards till it has paſſed between the 

wings of the ſecond en, who muſt 
then 


* 


FOR OFFicERs.. 1 


then make the mancuvre of the firſt, 


continuing it alternately till the enemy 


deſiſts from the purſuit. 


I 0 facilitate the retreat of the infan- 
try, and gain ſome way on the enemy, 


many have been of opinion that they 
ought. to tranſport them in waggons; 


but when the enemy is at our heels, the 
time is very ill employed in collecting 
carriages, and harnaſſing them; thoſe 
moments are too precious, and ſhould: 


be employed in cauſing the infantry to 


move off quickly, by which they will 


not be expofed to a train of waggons 
taken in haſte, which may ſoon break, 
or be put out of order, and may ſtop 
the whole line, which not only retards 
the infantry, but likewiſe the cavalry, 
when they find the route they were to 
have taken blocked * with broken car- 
riages. 

The caſe is different when the enemy 
is at ſome diſtance, or that you have al- 
ready got ſome way before him; then 
if a waggon breaks, it may be thrown 


immediately out of the road, and each 


horſe of the carriage may carry two ſol- 
diers, 


r* : 0 tw 
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diers, or be diſtributed to other carriages.. 
If many are broke, a part of the men 
ſhould run on foot for ſome time till. 
they are tired, and then they may change 
with ſome of the ſtouteſt, who may af- 
terwards change with others, according. 
to neceſſity or the poſſibility of the caſe. 

When there happens to be a wood in 
your rear, you need not enter it if the 
enemy follows you cloſe, and is prevent 
ed. by your ſtrength; it is better to coaſt 
along it by the route marked G, for fear 
of his coming round you; but if you 
cannot avoid croſſing it, the diviſion C 
ſhould paſs quickly, and at getting out 
face to the two flanks of the wood. The 
diviſion B. is to remain at the entrance 
af it, till they judge that the diviſion C. 
is ſufficiently advanced, and then fall 
back, leaving the infantry for a rear- 
guard, during the whole paſſage through. 
the wood; at which time the whole 
- ſhould. reſume. their firſt diſpoſition. 

In all defiles, and paſſages of. bridges, 
a ſame manoeuvre ſhould. be uſed as 
for woods; but the firſt diviſion having 
paſſed, they. ſhould form facing the ene- 

my z, 
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my; and the infantry likewiſe draw up- 
on the other ſide, — the edge of the: 
river. 

When the country through which you. 
are to retire happens to be mountainous, 
the diviſion which falls back thould guard 
the heights by ſmall detached parties, or 
if poſſible, guard them themſelves. 

A body of cavalry retreating without 
infantry, ought to form in three lines, 
at two hundred paces behind one ano- 
ther; the two laſt extending their front, 


that they may appear more numerous, 


and draw up on the two ſides out of the 
road, the ſecond is to ſuſtain it, the 
third to wait the retreat of the firſt, and 


to ſuſtain the ſecond, and continue to. 


do ſo alternately. 

If the enemy ſeem to. quit the purſuit, 
the whole corps muſt refume the order- 
of an ordinary march; with this precau- 


tion, that the rear-guard be reinforced, 


and the advanced guard weakened. 

As to the retreat of a ſmall detach- 
ment of cavalry, ſuch as go to recon-. 
noitre the eneniy, to diſcover their march, 
to carry off ſome officer, or for ſome o- 

ther 


— 
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ther commiſſion, as they are not nume 
rous enough to ſkirmiſh, and retreat by: 
rule, they have but two ways to chooſe ;. 
either to fly, or break through the ene- 
my. They ought to determine for the 
laſt, when their retreat is cut off on all 
ſides, ſo that they have no other way to 
eſcape but by cutting their way through 
the enemy ſword in hand; but flight is 
always leſs hazardous when it is OR 
cable. | 7 | | 
If the officer is certain of the fdelity 
of his men, and their attachment to him, 
and ſees. that they cannot get out of ſight 
af the enemy, but are ready to fall. into. 
their hands, he ought to try one means. 
ſtill, which has been. known frequently 
to ſucceed. He ſhould diſperſe his party- 
by two and two, by the favour of the 
firſt covered; place, where they may be- 
at liberty to take ſo many different routes. 
It is evident, that two. men. may wind: 
from right to left, and: eſcape more eaſily. 
than a party of twelve or twenty, * 
cannot move ſo freely. 
Mr. Jeney made uſe of ſuch an Ape 
dient ſucceſsfully in Italy, when the Spa- 
niards; 
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-niards having advice of his detachment - 
having ſlipped to the rear of their army, 
they cut off his retreat on all ſides. The 
whole party being diſperſed, he took two 
huſſars with him, and was followed ſo 
cloſe, that every inſtant he thought he 
muſt be taken; however, he ſaved him- 
ſelf by croſſing a marſhy pond. The ene- 
-my ran to turn him, but he got ſo far 
before them that they could not take 
kim. He got ſafe to his poſt, and in three 
days the whole detachment. met without 
the loſs of a man: which will prove, that 
in ſuch a ſituation we need not deſpair, 
and that in extreme neceſlity, the paſ- 
age of a river or moraſs ought not to 
be declined. . 
In a forced retreat, prudence requires 
that we ſhould ſacrifice every thing to 
preſerve life and liberty; therefore we 
muſt not heſitate a moment in diſincum- 
bering ourſelves of every thing that can 
burden us, or retard our march. Equi- 
pages, booty, prifoners, all muſt go, that 
we may think only of the means ot mak- 
ing our retreat moſt expeditiouſly. 


Having 
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Having gone through what was pro- 
poſed at ſetting out, it muſt be left to 
Judges to determine how far the end pro- 
poſed in compiling this eſſay has been 
anſwered. I ſhall only add, that it is my 
firm opinion, that a corps of a partiſan, 
formed according to the arrangement 
given in the beginning of this treatiſe, 
would be not only capable of great ſer- 
vice, but would much excel every mili- 
tary eſtabliſhment that has hitherto ta- 
Ken place in this country. 
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Charles, (XII. of Sweden) his defence of a houſe of” 
wood againſt 20,000 Turks and Tartars, 136. 

Cremona, the defence of it a proof of what. determined; 
bravery can do, 133. 


Dams, how conſtructed, 22. 

Defence of poſts, x. depends on the talents of the ofi- 

ceers, not on the number of ſoldiers, 122. 

Deſerters, how. to diſpoſe of them when they come to a. 

- poſt, 100. 

Detachments, the ſmalleſt of great importance to an 
army, and how to prepare for going on them, 56. their» 
manner of taking poſſeſſion of a poſt, 78. | 

Diſpoſition for the attack of a poſt, 139. 

Ditch, its proportions, and how to be traced, 13. to fill: 
up, 147. 

Duty of an officer during the attack of his poſt, 123. 
Emulation, the want of encouragement. to excite it; the- 
great cauſe of the miſconduct of military men, 135. 
Enfernay, (captain) his- method of ſecuring his poſt 
from being commanded by a neighbouring height, 28. 
Erſkine, (Sir William) ſaves his regiment by uncom— 

mon preſence of mind, 1%6. | 

Exerciſe, (the) its importance, 47. the uſes of it ſhould. 
be made known to the men, 48. 


Fairs, to be prevented i in villages where poſted, III. 
Felled trees, a moſt formidable obſtacle as can be oppos 
ſed to an enemy, 21. the manner of placing them, 22. 
to fill up a breach, 121. 
Fires, where to be ligbted, and where to be avoided, 106. 
what is to be done when a houſe in your oſt 1 is on: 
fire, 198. 
Fog, the time of, favourable fot ſurpriling the enemy, 178. 
Fords, how to be defended, 1g. 
G. 


Genoa, the n nt of, drive out the Auſtrian army, 
and the reaſon of it, 120. | 

Geometry, neceſſary for an officer not very extenſive, I. 

Grenades, unaccountably ſunk into difuſe, 121. the ad- 
vantage of them ſhewn at the ſiege of Caſſel, 146. | 

Guards, (advanced). how to march, 62, the advantage. 

of having them cavalry, 61. how to fix them in out. 

Poſts, 91. the ſafety of the army depends on their- 
vigilance, and relaxation in them of the maſt fatal 
egnſcquence, I04. 3 


* 


N 


. 
Guides how to judge of them, 88. to ſecure their de- 
lity, 141. 3 
H. | 
Hannibal the Cartbaginian general forms a deſign a= 
gainſt Rome, and abandons it, 198, 
Helmets, their uſe to the . 41. ; 
Jeney (Mr. de) his method of procuring intelligence, 85. 
his aceount of paſſing through a fortified town with 
a numerous garriſon unobſerved during a ſtorm, 176. 
his ſucceſs in an ambuſcade, Ars. eſcapes when pur- 
ſued, 230. N | 
Inhabitants to aſſiſt in fortifying poſts, 34. ready to re- 
volt, 116. danger of provoking them by ill treatment, 
120, I 52. 
Inſpection, of detachments before EY __ neceſs. 


ſury, 56. 
| L. 


Ladders, the manner of employing them in the attack 
of a poſt, 144. 

Lagoras, his ſurpriſe of Sardis, 155. 

Lime (quick) the uſe which may be made of it in the: 


defence of a poſt, 121. 


Limits, no ſoldier in a detached poſt to be allowed to 


paſs them, 96. 
Loop-holes to be made in the walls of houſes. 
M. | 
Maclean (Major) of the 88th regiment, his behaviour. 
at Zerenberg, 192. 
Mancœuvres, the ſoldiers ſhould. be inſtructed in the 
purpoſes of them, 48. 
Marching, the manner of it, 60. 
Mutineers, how to be treated, 54. 
N. 


Nangle (Cornet) hisattac k wich an advanced guard, 61. 
Niſmes, ſurprize of, by 22 t. St. Coſme, 267. 


Officers, the principal objeck for thoſe who are detached 
in the field, 104. ought to be of impenetrable ſecrecy, 
164. the reaſon of their not attempting to ſignalize 
themſelves, 134. 


Orders! in writing ſhould be — up in the leſſer poſts, 119. 


Parapet, what ſhould be 3 when the enemy have 
made a breach in it, 121. 
Parties advancing to poſts ſhould be examined, 100. 
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